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If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact Ms. Lisa Landers, 

Environmental Protection Specialist, at Lisa.Landers@dot.gov or (571) 434-1592. 


Sincerely, 

Kevin S. Rose 
Environmental Compliance Specialist 

Enclosures 

cc: 
Mr. Randy Wester, Superintendent, National Park Service, FOPU, Savannah, GA 
Mr. Steven Wright, Environmental Protection Specialist, National Park Service, Southeast 

Region, Atlanta, GA 
Mr. Kent Cochran, Southeast Region FLHP Coordinator, National Park Service, Atlanta, GA 

mailto:Lisa.Landers@dot.gov
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cc: 
Mr. Randy Wester, Superintendent, National Park Service, FOPD, Savannah, GA 
Mr. Steven Wright, Environmental Protection Specialist, National Park Service, Southeast 

Region, Atlanta, GA 
Mr. Kent Cochran, Southeast Region FLHP Coordinator, National Park Service, Atlanta, GA 



Eastern Federal Lands 21400 Ridgetop Circle 

us. Department 
of Transportation 

Highway Division Sterling , VA 20166-651 1 

Federal HIghway 
AdmInistratIon 

. AN - 3 20!1 In Reply Refer to: HFPP-15 

Mr. Strant Colwell 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
4980 Wildlife Drive NE 
Townsend, GA 31331 

Subject: 	 PRA-FOPU 10(3) 
Fort Pulaski Bridge 
Fort Pulaski National Monument 

Dear Mr. Colwell : 

The National Park Service, in cooperation with the Federal Highway Administration (FHW A), is 
initiating an Environmental Assessment for the repair and/or replacement of the Fort Pulaski 
Bridge located in Chatham County, Georgia. The Fort Pulaski Bridge provides access to Fort 
Pulaski from U.S. Route 80 and crosses the South Channel of the Savannah River. The bridge 
was built in 1938, and has been rehabilitated several times. The timber piles have deteriorated, 
and the bridge does not meet current safety standards. The Environmental Assessment will 
analyze a range of bridge repair and replacement alternatives. Repairs to the bridge or 
replacement of the bridge have the potential to impact federally-listed species per the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973. 

Please review the proposed project and provide us with comments and information in regard to 
potential impacts to any federally-listed species and critical habitat. Ifpossible, please identify 
specific areas where concerns are present, and include any required or suggested measures to 
avoid or minimize impacts. A quad map indicating the study area is enclosed. If you have any 
questions concerning this matter, please contact Ms. Lisa Landers, Environmental Protection 
Specialist, at Lisa.Landers@dot.gov, or (571) 434-1592. 

Kevin S. Rose 
Environmental Compliance Specialist 

Enclosures 

mailto:Lisa.Landers@dot.gov
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cc: 
Mr. Randy Wester, Superintendent, National Park Service, FOPU, Savannah GA 
Mr. Steven Wright, Environmental Protection Specialist, National Park Service, Southeast 

Region, Atlanta, GA 
Mr. Kent Cochran, Southeast Region FLHP Coordinator, National Park Service, Atlanta, GA 























U.S. Department 
of Transportation 

Federal Highway 
Administration 

Eastern Federal Lands 
Highway Division 

21400 Ridgetop Circle 
Sterling , VA 20166-6511 

AUG 2 9 2012 
In Reply Refer to: HFPP-15 

FEDERAL EXPRESS 
Dr. David Crass 
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 
Georgia Historic Preservation Division 
Department of Natural Resources 
254 Washington Street, SW 
Ground Level 
Atlanta, GA 30334 

Subject: PRA-FOPU 10(3), Fort Pulaski Bridge 
Fort Pulaski National Monument 
Request for Concurrence 

Dear Dr. Crass: 

The National Park Service, in cooperation with the Federal Highway Administration (FHW A), is 
preparing an Environmental Assessment for the repair and/or replacement of the Fort Pulaski 
Bridge located in Savannah, Georgia. The Fort Pulaski Bridge provides access to Fort Pulaski 
from U.S. Route 80 and crosses the South Channel of the Savannah River. The bridge was built 
in 1938, and has been rehabilitated several times. The timber piles have deteriorated, and the 
bridge does not meet current safety standards. The preferred alternative in the Environmental 
Assessment, Rehabilitation of the Existing Bridge, would include installing fiber-reinforced 
polymer shells (FRP) on the deteriorated timber piles. The shell would be filled with epoxy 
grout to encapsulate the timber and protect it from further deterioration. The wrapping would 
extend approximately to but not below the mud line and above the high water level. Sections of 
severely deteriorated timber pile would be replaced, if needed. Additional substructure repairs 
would include replacing timber cross bracing and bent caps, installing timber corbels, and 
repairing concrete bent caps. Superstructure repairs would also be completed, and would likely 
consist of cleaning and painting all of the structural steel in the main span, cleaning exposed 
rebar in the bridge deck and diaphragms in the main span and coating them with protective 
sealant, and replacing timber deck shims. Riprap would also be placed around the bridge 
abutments. 

The Fort Pulaski Bridge has been modified substantially from the original 1930's structure as a 
result of several repair and rehabilitation projects. The proposed repairs would be similar in 
nature to those already completed on the bridge. Therefore, the FHW A has determined that the 
proposed project would have no adverse effect to any historic structures or cultural resources. 
The FHW A requests your concurrence with our determination. Please respond within 30 days of 
the receipt of this letter. If no response is received, agreement with our determination will be 
assumed. 



If you have any questions, or require any additional information, please contact 
Ms. Lisa Landers, Environmental Protection Specialist, at Lisa.Landers@dot.gov or 
(571) 434-1592. 

Sincerely, 

Kevin S. Rose 
Environmental Compliance Specialist 

Enclosures 

cc: 
Mr. Randy Wester, Superintendent, National Park Service, FOPU, Savannah, GA 
Mr. Steven Wright, Environmental Protection Specialist, National Park Service, Southeast 

Region, Atlanta, GA 
Mr. Kent Cochran, Southeast Region FLHP Coordinator, National Park Service, Atlanta, GA 
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October 1, 2012 

 

Kevin S. Rose 

Environmental Compliance Specialist 

Federal Highway Administration 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

21400 Ridgetop Circle 

Sterling, Virginia 20166-6511 

Attn: Lisa Landers, Lisa.Landers@dot.gov 

 

RE: Fort Pulaski National Monument: Repair/Replace Fort Pulaski Bridge, Savannah 

 PRA-FOPU 10(3) 

 Chatham County, Georgia 

 HP-101228-002 

 

Dear Mr. Rose: 

 

The Historic Preservation Division (HPD) has reviewed the information submitted concerning the 

above referenced project.  Our comments are offered to assist the National Park Service (NPS) in cooperation 

with the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) in complying with the provisions of Section 106 of the 

National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (NHPA). 

 

The subject project consists of repairs to the Fort Pulaski Bridge.  HPD concurs that Fort Pulaski 

National Monument is listed in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP).  Based on the 

information provided, HPD concurs that the subject project, as proposed, will have no adverse effect to 

historic properties within its area of potential effects (APE), as defined in 36 CFR Part 800.5(d)(1).   

 

This letter evidences consultation with our office for compliance with Section 106 of the NHPA. 

Please refer to project number HP-101228-002 in any future correspondence on this project. If we may be 

of further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact Elizabeth Shirk, Environmental Review 

Coordinator, at (404) 651-6624.      

 

Sincerely, 

   

 

 

Karen Anderson-Cordova 

Program Manager 

Environmental Review and Preservation Planning 

 

KAC:jad 

 

Cc: Randy Wester, Superintendent, NPS 

 Tommy Jones, NPS 

Lupita McClenning, Coastal Regional Commission of Georgia 



U.S. Department 
of Transportation 

Federal Highway 
Administration 

Eastern Federal Lands 
Highway Division 

21400 Ridgetop Circle 
Sterling , VA 20166-6511 

AUG 2 9 2012 In Reply Refer to: HFPP-15 

Federal Express 
Ms. Sandra Tucker 
Field Supervisor 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
105 West Park Drive, SuiteD 
Athens, GA 30606 

Subject: PRA-FOPU 1 0(3), Fort Pulaski Bridge Project 
Fort Pulaski National Monument 
Request for Concurrence 

Dear Ms. Tucker: 

The National Park Service, in cooperation with the Federal Highway Administration (FHW A), is 
preparing an Environmental Assessment for the repair and/or replacement of the Fort Pulaski 
Bridge located in Chatham County, Georgia. The Fort Pulaski Bridge provides access to Fort 
Pulaski from U.S. Route 80 and crosses the South Channel ofthe Savannah River. The bridge 
was built in 1938, and has been rehabilitated several times. The timber piles have deteriorated, 
and the bridge does not meet current safety standards. The preferred alternative in the 
Environmental Assessment, Rehabilitation of the Existing Bridge, would include installing fiber­
reinforced polymer shells (FRP) on the deteriorated timber piles. The shell would be filled with 
epoxy grout to encapsulate the timber and protect it from further deterioration. The wrapping 
would extend approximately to, but not below, the mud line and above the high water level. 
Sections of severely deteriorated timber pile would be replaced, if needed. Additional 
substructure repairs would include replacing timber cross bracing and bent caps, installing timber 
corbels, and repairing concrete bent caps. Superstructure repairs would also be completed, and 
would likely consist of cleaning and painting all of the structural steel in the main span, cleaning 
exposed rebar in the bridge deck and diaphragms in the main span and coating them with 
protective sealant, and replacing timber deck shims. Riprap would also be placed around the 
bridge abutments. Dewatering would be necessary in order to install the riprap and may also be 
necessary to replace sections of deteriorated timber piles. It is anticipated that access for the 
repairs would be from a barge located along side the pile bents. The barge would likely be 
moored through the use of pilings. No explosives will be used to complete the repairs. 

By letter dated February 2, 2011, you indicated that the West Indian manatee (Trichechus 
manatus), a Federally-listed species, is known to occur in the Savannah River and the South 
Channel. The preferred alternative would have negligible impacts to the river channel, because 
the repairs would be made to the existing structural components. Riprap would be placed only at 
the bridge abutments. Also, the 2007 Standard Manatee Conditions for Boating Facilities will be 
implemented with the project to minimize the potential for adverse effects to the manatee. 



Therefore, the FHW A has determined that the proposed action, Rehabilitation of the Existing 
Bridge, may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect the West Indian manatee. Also, in 
accordance with your letter, lights would not be placed on the bridge. This alternative would 
have no impact to the salt marsh located adjacent to the bridge approaches. 

The FHW A respectfully requests your concurrence with our determination. If you determine 
that any Federally-listed species may be present or affected by the proposed project, please 
provide any restrictions or mitigation requirements that should be included in the project plans 
and specifications in order to ensure that this project does not adversely affect any Federally­
listed threatened or endangered species. 
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Please provide us with your concurrence and/or comments within thirty (30) days of the receipt 
of this letter. A topographic map indicating the project area, photos ofthe project area, and an 
aerial photo of the project location, are enclosed for your review and information. If you have 
any questions concerning this matter, please contact Ms. Lisa Landers, Environmental Protection 
Specialist, at Lisa.Landers@dot.gov, or (571) 434-1592. 

Sincerely, 

/?_/~ 
y 

Kevin S. Rose 
Environmental Compliance Specialist 

Enclosures 

cc: 
Mr. Randy Wester, Superintendent, National Park Service, FOPU, Savannah, GA 
Mr. Steven Wright, Environmental Protection Specialist, National Park Service, Southeast 

Region, Atlanta, GA 
Mr. Kent Cochran, Southeast Region FLHP Coordinator, National Park Service, Atlanta, GA 







U.S. Department 
of Transportation 

Federal Highway 
Administration 

FEDERAL EXPRESS 
Mr. Pace Wilber 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
Atlantic Branch 
Charleston Branch Office (F/SER47) 
217 Fort Johnson RD. 
Charleston, SC 29412-9110 

Eastern Federal Lands 
Highway Division 

21400 Ridgetop Circle 
Sterling, VA 20166-6511 

AUG 2 9 2012 In Reply Refer to: HFPP-15 

Subject: PRA-FOPU 1 0(3), Fort Pulaski Bridge Project 
Request for Concurrence per Section 305(b )(2) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act 

Dear Mr. Wilber: 

The Eastern Federal Lands Highway Division, of the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 
in cooperation with the National Park Service, is preparing an Environmental Assessment for the 
repair and/or replacement of the Fort Pulaski Bridge located in Chatham County, Georgia. The 
Fort Pulaski Bridge provides access to Fort Pulaski from U.S. Route 80 and crosses the South 
Channel of the Savannah River. The preferred alternative in the Environmental Assessment, 
Rehabilitation of the Existing Bridge, would include installing fiber-reinforced polymer shells 
(FRP) on the deteriorated timber piles. The shell would be filled with epoxy grout to encapsulate 
the timber and protect it from further deterioration. The wrapping would extend approximately 
to but not below the mud line and above the high water level. Sections of severely deteriorated 
timber pile would be replaced, if needed. Additional substructure repairs would include 
replacing timber cross bracing and bent caps, installing timber corbels, and repairing concrete 
bent caps. Superstructure repairs would also be completed, and would likely consist of cleaning 
and painting all of the structural steel in the main span, cleaning exposed rebar in the bridge deck 
and diaphragms in the main span and coating them with protective sealant, and replacing timber 
deck shims. Riprap would also be placed around the bridge abutments. Dewatering would be 
necessary in order to install the riprap and may also be necessary to replace sections of 
deteriorated timber piles. It is anticipated that the access for the repairs would be from a barge 
located along side the pile bents. The barge would likely be moored through the use of pilings. 
No explosives will be used to complete the repairs. 

The bridge repair action area has been designated as Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) by the South 
Atlantic Fishery Management Council. The action could potentially harm the EFH by release of 
debris and chemicals into the water during the repair of the bridge. A FRP shell will be used to 
encapsulate the piles. The FRP shell will be fully sealed and the injected grout will be contained 
to prevent it from entering the surrounding waters. Localized turbidity curtains and debris 
shields will be used to capture any debris released due to construction. The turbidity curtains 
will also be used in the few locations of shallow water where the river floor maybe disturbed by 



the pile encapsulation in order to not increase the turbidity of the river. Based on the type of 
construction proposed and the mitigative measures to be employed, the FHW A has determined 
that the action will not result in any adverse effects to the EFH. 

FHW A requests your concurrence on the determination of affect for the proposed action in 
consultation required by Section 305(b )(2) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act. Enclosed you will 
find a topographic map and photos ofthe project site. If you have any questions, please contact 
Ms. Lisa Landers, Environmental Protection Specialist at 571-434-1592 or 
Lisa.Landers@dot. gov. 

Sincerely yours, 

Kevin S. Rose 
Environmental Compliance Specialist 

Enclosures 

cc: 
Mr. Randy Wester, Superintendent, National Park Service, FOPU, Savannah, GA 
Mr. Steven Wright, Environmental Protection Specialist, National Park Service, Southeast 

Region, Atlanta, GA 
Mr. Kent Cochran, Southeast Region FLHP Coordinator, National Park Service, Atlanta, GA 
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U.S. Department 
of Transportation 

Federal Highway 
Administration 

FEDERAL EXPRESS 
Mr. David Bernhart 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
Protected Resources Division 
263 13th Ave. South, 
St. Petersburg, FL 33701 

Eastern Federal Lands 
Highway Division 

21400 Ridgetop Circle 
Sterling, VA 20166-6511 

AUG 2 9 2012 
In Reply Refer to: HFPP-15 

Subject: PRA-FOPU 1 0(3), Fort Pulaski Bridge Project 
Section 7 of Endangered Species Act of 1973 - Request for Concurrence 

Dear Mr. Bernhart: 

The Eastern Federal Lands Highway Division, ofthe Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 
in cooperation with the National Park Service, is preparing an Environmental Assessment for the 
repair and/or replacement of the Fort Pulaski Bridge located in Chatham County, Georgia. The 
Fort Pulaski Bridge provides access to Fort Pulaski from U.S. Route 80 and crosses the South 
Channel of the Savannah River. The FHWA previously consulted with your office for a similar 
project to make repairs to the Fort Pulaski Bridge in late 2007. The project was completed in 
2008; however, further deterioration has made additional repairs to the bridge necessary. 

The preferred alternative in the Environmental Assessment, Rehabilitation of the Existing 
Bridge, would include installing fiber-reinforced polymer shells (FRP) on the deteriorated timber 
piles. The shell would be filled with epoxy grout to encapsulate the timber and protect it from 
further deterioration. The wrapping would extend approximately to but not below the mud line 
and above the high water level. Sections of severely deteriorated timber pile would be replaced, 
if needed. Additional substructure repairs would include replacing timber cross bracing and bent 
caps, installing timber corbels, and repairing concrete bent caps. Superstructure repairs would 
also be completed, and would likely consist of cleaning and painting all of the structural steel in 
the main span, cleaning exposed rebar in the bridge deck and diaphragms in the main span and 
coating them with protective sealant, and replacing timber deck shims. Riprap would also be 
placed around the bridge abutments. Dewatering would be necessary in order to install the riprap 
and may also be necessary to replace sections of deteriorated timber piles. It is anticipated that 
access for the repairs would be from a barge located along side the pile bents. The barge would 
likely be moored through the use of pilings. No explosives will be used to complete the repairs. 

The range of Federally-listed Shortnose Sturgeon (Acipenser brevirostrum) includes the South 
Channel of the Savannah River. Construction activities that result in increased turbidity are 
known to adversely affect pre-spawning adult sturgeon, and may disrupt spawning during late 
winter and spring. To mitigate the potential affect, FHWA will implement measures to avoid 
adverse impacts to the species. Localized turbidity curtains and debris shields will be used to 
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capture any debris released due to construction. The turbidity curtains will also be used in the 
few shallow locations where the river floor may be disturbed by the pile encapsulation in order to 
not increase the turbidity of the river. Due to the potential disruption ofthe Shortnose Sturgeon 
spawning season, work below the water surface will not be allowed December 1 through 
February 28. The bridge repair has a nominal possibility of affecting the Shortnose Sturgeon, 
and the potential affects have been reduced by the mitigation measures. FHW A has made the 
determination that the proposed action including mitigation measures may affect, but is not likely 
to adversely affect the Shortnose Sturgeon. 

FHW A requests your concurrence on the determination of effect for the proposed action in 
consultation required by Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973. Enclosed you will 
find a topographic map and photos ofthe project site. If you have any questions, please contact 
Ms. Lisa Landers, Environmental Protection Specialist at 571-434-1592 or 
Lisa.Landers@dot.gov. 

Sincerely yours, 

;;?{--~~ 
Kevin S. Rose 
Environmental Compliance Specialist 

Enclosures 

cc: 
Mr. Randy Wester, Superintendent, National Park Service, FOPU, Savannah, GA 
Mr. Steven Wright, Environmental Protection Specialist, National Park Service, Southeast 

Region, Atlanta, GA 
Mr. Kent Cochran, Southeast Region FLHP Coordinator, National Park Service, Atlanta, GA 
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