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Project :  Big Spr ing Trai l  and Br idge Repair-Replaccment
PEPC Pro jec t  Number :  43081

Project  Descr ipt ion:

Trai l  Foot l3r idge was replaced in the summer of  2o7o, thc f lood in zon washed i t  out  again.
Recommendat ion:  Bui ld ing a nr:w, more accessrble,45 foot f ree span trai l  br idge 55 feet fur ther up the
wash than r ts prcvious locat ion.  Rerout ing a sect ion of  t ra i l  improving the accessibi l i ty  on both s ides of
the br idge 75 f  eet  on the upstre am sidc and 85 feet on the downstream side, rehabbing approximately ro5 ?
t jo feet  of  the abandoned trai l  and dorng some lc lcal tzed bank stabi l izat ion work where the or ig inal  br idge
was locatcd. rVe also plan to rcmovc as much concrete as possiblc that  was deposi ted by the recent
f looding without destabi l iz ing the area, in accordance with f ic ld discussions from the si tc v is i t  on zo June
2ot2.  The meet ing was at tcnded by representat ives f rom the Resource Management,  Resourcc Protect ion,

Management,  and Maintenance. Concrete removal  shal l  be l imi ted to removing thc largcr concrete pieces
that now obstruct  the waterway and are unsight ly.  Ef for t  shal l  be made to removc concrete wi thout
dcstabi l iz ing the area and creat ing future erosion problems.

Just i f icat ion:  The Br idge as i t  was bui l t ,  and as i t  had been bui l t  in i ts past locat ion,  made i t  prone to being
washed out dur ing a f lood event -  th is wi l l  be the thi rd rebui ld in f ive years.  The or ig inal  path puts the
br idge 55' f rom the Current River,  making i t  more suscept ib le to the impacts of  f looding. Relocat ing the
br idge would increase the chances of  th is br idge surviv ing a f lood cvent, 'and would al low for improving
accessibi l i ty  by rais ing thc structurc above the stream bed.

1 .  I t  is  thc highest natural  point  across the di tch four feet  h igher than i ts current locat ion .2. I t  is  a lso the
narrowest sect ic ln across the di tch which would al low us to bui ld usrng a sol id f ree span beam of 45' .  3.  I t

would al low us to make this br idge and thrs sect ion of  t ra i l  more accessrble for  publ ic use ? increasing
vis i tor  accessibi l i ty  in the Big Spr ing arca. 4.By rerout ing the t ra i l  i t  would al low us to reclaim the currcnt
t rar l  and to perform some bank stabi l izat ion work that  is beginning to erode at  the current locat ion.  5.
Direct  l ine of  s ight  to thc r ive r  would st i l l  be maintained. 6.  No trees nccd cut only a few l imbs, ncw trai l
goes through grass and weeds.

Srte work (new trai l ) :  The new trai l  wi l l  be routed through grass and weeds avoiding nearby "cane,"

main ta in ing  our  des i res  to  improve access ib i l i t y  whcrevcr  poss ib le .  No t recs  w i l l  be  rcmovcd some l imbs
wi l l  have to be tr immed back. I f  f i l l  is  needed for the t ra i l  i t  wi l l  come from whatever mater ia l  wc e xcavate
for thc br idgc support  structure.  We wi l l  use a cut  /  f i l l  approach i f  you cut some here you f i l l  Icss there
vice vcrsa to improve accessibi l i ty  wherever possiblc.  To establ ish a new trai l  and to improvc the t read
surface we wi l l  lay abase mater ia l  of  rock and cclmplete thc surface with compactcd mater ia l  to maximize
mobi l i ty .  Any drsturbed area wi l l  be seeded and straw put down when work is donc.

Si tc work New l l r ide:  Excavate on both s ides of  thc di tch an area four fcct  dcep x two feet widc x f ive
across .  The back  and two s ides  w i l l  be  fo rmed us ing  the  na t ivc  und is tu rbed ground.  A l l  concre te  w i l l  be
pourcd in place and re inforced with rebar.  Concrete structure wr l l  bc back f i l led using threc inch clean



rock for  drainage. Excavated mater ia l  wi l l  be used for bui ld ing new trai l ,  t ra i l  rehabi l i tat ion and bank
stabi l izat ion.  See Sketch SK-1 dated 25 lune 2012.

Bui ld ing Matcr ia l :  Al l  of  the wood products being used on the new br idge wi l l  be cedar -  no t reated wood
products wi l l  be used on the br idge.

This project  is  outs ide of  the Big Spr ing Histor ic Distr ict  and does not involve any histor ic structures.

Project  Locat ions:

Locat ion

Place support  p ie rs as far  back f rom act ive channel  as possible to mrnimize scour ing and cutt ing at

channe l  edge.

Al low the vegetat ion of  the abandoned port ion of  t ra i l  to grow back up. Reseed i f  possible.

Descr ibe  the  ca tegory  used to  exc lude ac t ion  f rom fu r ther  NEPA ana lys is  and ind ica te  the  number
of the category (see Sect ion 3-4 of  DO-12):

C.11 Minor t ra i l  re locat ion,  developme nt of  compat ib le t ra i l  networks on logging roads or other

establ ished routes,  and trai l  maintenance and repair .

On the  bas is  o f  the  env i ronmenta l  impact  in fo rmat ion  in  the  s ta tu to ry  compl iance f i le ,  w i th  wh ich
am fami l ia r ,  I  am ca tegor ica l l y  exc lud ing  the  descr ibed pro jec t  f rom fu r ther  NEPA ana lys is .  No
except iona l  c i rcumstances  (e .9 .  a l l  boxes  in  the  ESF are  marked "no" )  o r  cond i t ions  in  Sec t ion  3-6
app ly ,  and the  ac t ion  is  fu l l y  descr ibed in  Sec t ion  3-4  o f  DO-12.
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