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The National Park Service is extending the public comment period for an environmental assessment analyzing three alternatives for managing guided hunting services in Katmai National Preserve.
The assessment is open for public comment through August 2, 2012, a 10-day extension.
Guided hunting has occurred in the preserve since before its establishment as a national preserve in 1980. The proposed action would continue guided hunter concession contracts, with an expectation of issuing 10-year contracts beginning with the Fall 2013 hunt.
The preferred alternative proposes revisions to the existing guide area boundaries and annual client limits for each of two guide contracts. 
In addition to the preferred alternative, the assessment proposes a no-action alternative which would let the hunting concession contracts expire in December 2012 and not be renewed. The assessment also proposes a status quo action alternative which would re-bid the contracts under the existing guide area boundaries and client limits. Under both action alternatives, the total number of clients would be limited to 28. 
Depending on the outcome of the environmental assessment, the NPS intends to issue a new prospectus later this year. 
The environmental assessment is posted on the National Park Service’s planning web site, http://parkplanning.nps.gov/  The document may be downloaded from there, and comments may be sent through a link on the same site. Paper copies of the plan may be requested from Katmai National Park, P.O. Box 7, King Salmon, AK 99613, or by phone from (907) 246-3305. Written comments on the plan may be sent to the same mail address by August 2, 2012.
