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Special Resource Study / Environmental
Assessment



What is a National Historic Trail?

Established under the National Trails
System Act of 1968, national historic
trails commemorate historic (and
prehistoric) routes of travel that are of
significance to the entire nation. Such
trails are established by an Act of
Congress.

http://www.nps.gov/nts/
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Butterfield Overland Trail, Oklahoma
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John W. Butterfield

(1801-1869)

Operated stagecoach and freight lines
in the mid-19th century.

He founded companies that became
American Express and Wells Fargo.
Butterfield also founded the
Butterfield Overland Stage

From 1858 to 1861 operated a stage
route running from St. Louis to San
Francisco, establishing an important
connection between the new state of
California and the eastern states.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Warren_Butterfield
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The Butterfield Overland Trail

Even though it only
existed for a short time,
this route has a well-
deserved historical
position behind its
iconic stature in the lore
of the American West
and the popular culture
that arose around it.

On September 16, 1857, John Butterfield’s Overland Mail
Company was awarded a six-year contract for operation of the
postal route with service to begin in September 1858.



History of the Butterfield Overland Trail

The Butterfield Overland Trail, also known as the Oxbow
Route, the Butterfield Overland Stage, or the Butterfield

Stage, was a stagecoach route in the United States, operating
from 1857 to 1861.

The Celerity
Butterfield
Stagecoach

http://www.arizonahistoricalsociety.org/education/Esperanza/Transportation/butterfield_stage.html



Butterfield Overland Trail, Arizona
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History of the Butterfield Overland Trail

The stagecoaches traveled at an average speed of 4 — 7 miles
per hour covering anywhere from 70 to 120 miles each day.

(Sep. 16th, 1858
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JOHN BUTTERFIELD.

people to drive the mail
and passengers across
the country.

Prest.

Butterfield Schedule and Timetable as published by the
company, 1858






Why are we here today?

President Obama signed the Omnibus Public
Land Management Act on March 30, of 2009
(P.L.111-11).

This Act calls for a special resource study of the “Ox-Bow
Route” of the Butterfield Overland Trail from St. Louis,
Missouri and Memphis, Tennessee, west to their meeting
point at Fort Smith, Arkansas and continuing west to San
Francisco, California.



How a National Historic Trail is Designated

National historic trails require three steps to become
designated:

1. Congress amends the National Trails System Act of 1968
(N'TSA) to authorize a feasibility and suitability study of a
historic route.

2. The study is conducted (often by the National Park Service)
to determine if the route(s) meets N'TSA criteria and to
evaluate how designation may impact communities, private
land owners, and public land managers along the route.

3. Based on the study findings, Congress decides whether to
designate the route(s) as a national historic trail.



National Historic Trail Designation

A trail must meet all three of the following

criteria based on the National Trails
System Act of 1968 (P.L. 90-543):

It must be a trail or route established by historic use
and must be historically significant as a result of that
use. The route need not currently exist as a
discernible trail to qualify, but its location must be
sufficiently known to permit evaluation of public
recreation and historical interest potential.



National Historic Trail Designation

It must be nationally significant. To qualify as
nationally significant, historic use of the trail must
have had a far reaching effect on broad patterns of
American culture. Trails significant in the history of
Native Americans may be included.

- It must have significant potential for public
recreational use or historical interest based on
historic interpretation and appreciation.



What will be included in the study?

Purpose and Need

Evaluation of Significance, Feasibility, and
Suitability

Alternatives (no action and action)

Affected Environment
Environmental Consequences

Consultation and Coordination

Glossary, Bibliography, Index

B
Lee Creek, AR (photo by Mark Christ)



What is ‘national significance?’

National Historic Landmarks (NHL) Program criteria are used to
assess significance. Meeting any one of six criteria will make a
study route nationally significant.

Three of the six criteria are potentially applicable for the
Butterfield Trail:

1.Properties that are associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to, and are identified with, or that
outstandingly represent, the broad national patterns of United
States history and from which an understanding and appreciation
of those patterns may be gained.

3. Properties that represent some great idea or ideal of the
American people.



What is ‘national significance?’

National Historic Landmarks (NHL) Program criteria are used to
assess significance. Meeting any one of six criteria will make a
study route nationally significant.

6. Properties that have yielded or may be likely to yield
information of major scientific importance by revealing new
cultures, or by shedding light upon periods of occupation over
large areas of the United States. Such sites are those which have
yielded, or which may reasonably be expected to yield, data
affecting theories, concepts and ideas to a major degree.
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What is an Environmental Assessment?
An environmental assessment (EA) evaluates the

impacts of a federal action:

» All federal actions must comply with the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).
« An FA includes:
> An analysis of the impacts of the alternatives
(consequences) on the natural and cultural
resources in the area of the federal action —
% What are the beneficial and adverse
impacts?






Discussion Topics

=

O

What do you know about the study route, its
location, uses and places of interest?

Are there opportunities for the public to enjoy and
visit sections of the route?

How do you currently use the route?

Do you think the route is historically and
nationally significant? Why or why not?

How might designation of this route as a national
historic trail affect you and your community?

Are there other ways the route could be
commemorated other than as a national historic
trail?



Next Steps
* Prepare a report of public meetings and comments — 2012

 Gather data on route locations and interpretive and recreational
opportunities, and determine national significance — 2012 & 2013

 Apply national historic trail criteria and develop draft alternatives — 2012
& 2013

* Prepare draft feasibility study and environmental assessment— 2012 &
2013

 Conduct public review of the draft study—2013
 Address public review comments and prepare the final study — 2013

» Transmit the study to the U.S. Congress — 2014



Comments or Questions?

Please submit comments online at
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Public Scoping Meetings

February 6 — El Paso, Texas
El Paso Museum of History
510 North Santa Fe Street
5:30-7:30 pm

February 7 - Las Cruces, New
Mexico

Las Cruces City Hall, Room 2007-C
700 North Main Street

3:00-5:00 pm

February 8 - Tucson, Arizona
The Murphy-Wilmot Library
530 North Wilmot Road
5:30-7:30 pm

February 9 - Yuma, Arizona

Historic City Hall, Council Chambers

180 West First Street
3:00-5:00 pm

February 27 - Los Angeles,
California

Wells Fargo History Museum
333 South Grand Avenue
6:00-8:00 pm

February 28 — Bakersfield,
California
Kern County Administrative Office

1115 Truxtun Avenue
6:00-8:00 pm

March 12 — San Jose, California
Guadalupe River Park & Gardens
438 Coleman Avenue

6:00-8:00 pm

March 13 — San Francisco,
California

Wells Fargo History Museum
420 Montgomery Street
6:00-8:00 pm

April 10 - Springfield, Missouri
Historic City Hall

830 North Boonville Avenue
4:30-6:30 pm

April 11 — Fayetteville, Arkansas
City Administration Building

113 West Mountain Street
10:00-12:00 pm

April 11 — Fort Smith, Arkansas
Riverfront Park Events Building
121 Riverfront Drive

5:30-7:30 pm

April 12 — Atoka, Oklahoma
Atoka Community Building
909 West Liberty Road
3:00-5:00 pm

April 13 - Abilene, Texas
Frontier Texas!

625 North First Street
6:00-8:00 pm



National Trails System Act - SEC. 3. [16USC1242]

The national system of trails shall be composed of the following:

National recreation trails
provide for a variety of outdoor recreation uses
are reasonably accessible to urban areas
In 2010 there were 1,150 national recreation trails in the system

National scenic trails
are extended trails — there are 11 national scenic trails
provide for maximum outdoor recreation potential

and for the conservation and enjoyment of the nationally significant scenic, historic, natural, or cultural
qualities of the areas through which such trails may pass

National historic trails
are extended trails — there are 19 national historic trails
follow as closely as possible and practicable the original trails or routes
have national historic significance

are continuous, but the established or developed trail, and acquisition thereof, need not be continuous
onsite

identify and protect the historic route and its remnants and artifacts for public use and enjoyment



National Trails System

Trails overview.

Together the Il national scenic and 19 national
historic trails total almost 54,000 miles in
combinedilengths.

n 21 ofthe S0itrails are administered by theNational
Park Service (NPS)

m Six are administered by the US Forest Service

s woare co-administered by NIPS and Bureat orliand
Management (112M)

x One is administesed by the BIEV
n [hey are found inall 5S0istatesy IDE; and PuertorRico
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What is ‘national significance?’

National Historic Landmarks (NHL) Program criteria are used to
assess significance. Meeting any one of the six criteria will make a
study route nationally significant.

The six criteria are:

1. Properties that are associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to, and are identified with, or that
outstandingly represent, the broad national patterns of United
States history and from which an understanding and
appreciation of those patterns may be gained; or

2. Properties that are associated importantly with the lives of
persons nationally significant in the history of the United
States; or
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NHL Criteria (continued)

5. Properties that are composed of integral parts of the
environment not sufficiently significant by reason of
historical association or artistic merit to warrant individual
recognition but collectively compose an entity of exceptional
historical or artistic significance, or outstandingly
commemorate or illustrate a way of life or culture; or

6. Properties that have yielded or may be likely to yield
information of major scientific importance by revealing new
cultures, or by shedding light upon periods of occupation
over large areas of the United States. Such sites are those
which have yielded, or which may reasonably be expected to
yield, data affecting theories, concepts and ideas to a major

degree.



