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Topic 
Current laws and policies require that the following conditions be achieved 
 at Fort Pulaski National Monument 

Relations with Private 
and Public 
Organizations, Owners 
of Adjacent Land, and 
Governmental 
Agencies 

Fort Pulaski National Monument is managed as part of a greater ecological, 
social, economic, and cultural system. 

Good relations are maintained with adjacent landowners, surrounding 
communities, and private and public groups that affect, and are affected by, the 
park. The monument is managed proactively to resolve external issues and 
concerns and ensure that monument values are not compromised. 

Because the national monument is an integral part of a larger regional 
environment, the National Park Service works cooperatively with others to 
anticipate, avoid, and resolve potential conflicts, protect national monument 
resources, and address mutual interests in the quality of life for community 
residents. Regional cooperation involves federal, state, and local agencies, 
neighboring landowners, and all other concerned parties. 

Natural Resources 

Air Quality 
Air quality in the monument meets national ambient air quality standards for 
specified pollutants. The monument’s air quality is maintained or enhanced with 
no significant deterioration. 

Ecosystem 
Management 

The monument is managed holistically, as part of a greater ecological, social, 
economic, and cultural system. 

Exotic Species 
The management of populations of exotic plant and animal species, up to and 
including eradication, are undertaken wherever such species threaten monument 
resources or public health and when control is prudent and feasible. 

Fire Management 

Fort Pulaski National Monument fire management programs are designed to meet 
resource management objectives prescribed for the various areas of the 
monument and to ensure that the safety of firefighters and the public are not 
compromised.  

All wildland fires are effectively managed, considering resource values to be 
protected and firefighter and public safety, using the full range of strategic and 
tactical operations as described in an approved fire management plan. 

Floodplains 

Natural floodplain values are preserved or restored. 

Long-term and short-term environmental effects associated with the occupancy 
and modification of floodplains are avoided. 

When it is not practicable to locate or relocate development or inappropriate 
human activities to a site outside the floodplain or where the floodplain will be 
affected, the National Park Service  

Prepares and approves a statement of findings in accordance with DO 77-2. 

Uses nonstructural measures as much as practicable to reduce hazards to human 
life and property while minimizing impacts on the natural resources of floodplains. 

Ensures that structures and facilities are designed to be consistent with the intent 
of the standards and criteria of the National Flood Insurance Program (44 CFR 
60). 
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Topic 
Current laws and policies require that the following conditions be achieved 
 at Fort Pulaski National Monument 

General Natural 
Resources/ 
Restoration 

Native species populations that have been severely reduced in or extirpated from 
Fort Pulaski National Monument are restored where feasible and sustainable. 

Populations of native plant and animal species function in as natural condition as 
possible except where special considerations are warranted. 

Geologic Resources 
NPS will preserve and protect geologic resources as integral components of 
monument natural systems. As used here, the term “geologic resources” includes 
both geologic features and geologic processes. 

Land Protection 

Land protection plans are prepared to determine and publicly document what 
lands or interests in land need to be in public ownership, and what means of 
protection are available to achieve the purposes for which the national park 
system unit was created. 

Native Vegetation and 
Animals 

The National Park Service will maintain as parts of the natural ecosystem, all 
native plants and animals in the park. 

Soils 

The National Park Service actively seeks to understand and preserve the soil 
resources of Fort Pulaski National Monument, and to prevent, to the extent 
possible, the unnatural erosion, physical removal, or contamination of the soil, or 
its contamination of other resources. 

Natural soil resources and processes function in as natural a condition as 
possible, except where special considerations are allowable under policy. 

Threatened and 
Endangered Species 
and Species of 
Concern 

Federal and state-listed threatened and endangered species and their habitats 
are protected and sustained. 

Native threatened and endangered species populations that have been severely 
reduced in or extirpated from Fort Pulaski National Monument are restored where 
feasible and sustainable. 

Water Resources 

Surface water and groundwater are protected, and water quality meets or 
exceeds all applicable water quality standards. 

NPS and NPS-permitted programs and facilities are maintained and operated to 
avoid pollution of surface water and groundwater. 

Wetlands 

The natural and beneficial values of wetlands are preserved and enhanced. The 
National Park Service implements a “no net loss of wetlands” policy and strives to 
achieve a longer-term goal of net gain of wetlands across the national park 
system through the restoration of previously degraded wetlands. 

The National Park Service avoids to the extent possible the long- and short-term 
adverse impacts associated with the destruction or modification of wetlands and 
avoids direct or indirect support of new construction in wetlands wherever there is 
a practicable alternative. 

The National Park Service compensates for remaining unavoidable adverse 
impacts on wetlands by restoring wetlands that have been previously degraded. 

Cultural Resources 

Archeological 
Resources 

Archeological sites are identified and inventoried and their National Register of 
Historic Places (National Register) significance is determined and documented. 
Archeological sites are protected in an undisturbed condition unless it is 
determined through formal processes that disturbance or natural deterioration is 
unavoidable. When disturbance or deterioration is unavoidable, the site is 
professionally documented and excavated and the resulting artifacts, materials, 
and records are curated and conserved in consultation with the Historic 
Preservation Division of the Georgia Department of Natural Resources, Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation, American Indian tribes, and others as 
appropriate. Mitigation may include a variety of measures ranging from avoidance 
to data recovery, and is generally included in a memorandum of agreement. 
Artifacts, materials, and records resulting from data recovery are curated and 
conserved as provided for in 36 CFR 79. Some archeological sites that can be 
adequately protected may be interpreted to the visitor. 

Historic Structures 
Historic structures are inventoried and their significance and integrity are 
evaluated under National Register of Historic Places criteria. The qualities that 
contribute to the listing or eligibility for listing of historic structures on the national 
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Topic 
Current laws and policies require that the following conditions be achieved 
 at Fort Pulaski National Monument 

register are protected in accordance with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards 
and Guidelines for Archeology and Historic Preservation. However, if it is 
determined through a formal process that disturbance or natural deterioration is 
unavoidable, mitigation measures and consultation are initiated as described for 
archeological resources, previously. 

Ethnographic 
Resources 

Appropriate cultural anthropological research is conducted in cooperation with 
groups associated with Fort Pulaski National Monument. 

All ethnographic resources determined eligible for listing or listed on the national 
register are protected. If disturbance of such resources is unavoidable, formal 
consultation with the state historic preservation division, the Advisory Council on 
Historic Preservation, and with American Indian tribes as appropriate, is 
conducted. 

Cultural Landscapes 

Cultural landscape inventories are conducted to identify landscapes potentially 
eligible for listing in the national register, and to assist in future management 
decisions for landscapes and associated resources, both cultural and natural.  

The management of cultural landscapes focuses on preserving the landscape’s 
physical attributes, biotic systems, and uses when those uses contribute to its 
historical significance. 

Treatments are based on sound preservation practices for the preservation, 
rehabilitation, restoration, or reconstruction of cultural landscapes is undertaken in 
accordance with the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of 
Historic Properties with Guidelines for the Treatment of Cultural Landscapes. 

The National Park Service is preparing a cultural landscape report for Fort Pulaski 
National Monument. The cultural landscape report will be submitted for monument 
approval prior to final approval of the general management plan.  

Museum Collections 

All museum collections (prehistoric and historic objects, artifacts, works of art, 
archival documents, and natural history specimens) are identified and inventoried, 
catalogued, documented, preserved, and protected, and provision is made for 
access to and use of items in the collections for exhibits, research, and 
interpretation in consultation with traditionally associated groups. The qualities 
that contribute to the significance of collections are protected in accordance with 
established standards.e a 

Visitor Use and Experience 

Visitor Use and 
Experience and Park 
Use Requirements 

Fort Pulaski National Monument resources are conserved “unimpaired” for the 
enjoyment of future generations. Visitors have opportunities for types of 
enjoyment that are uniquely suited and appropriate to the superlative natural and 
cultural resources found in the park. No activities occur that would cause 
derogation of the values and purposes for which the monument was established. 

For all zones, districts, or other logical management divisions within Fort Pulaski 
National Monument, the types and levels of visitor use are consistent with the 
desired resource and visitor experience conditions prescribed for those areas 
consistent with the unit’s purpose. 

Park visitors will have opportunities to understand and appreciate the significance 
of the monument and its resources, and to develop a personal stewardship ethic 
by directly relating to the resources. 

To the extent feasible, programs, services, and facilities in the monument are 
accessible to and usable by all people, including those with disabilities within an 
inviting atmosphere accessible to every segment of American society. 

Public Health and 
Safety 

Although recognizing that there are limitations on its capability and constraints 
imposed by the Organic Act to not impair resources, the service and its 
concessioners, contractors and cooperators will seek to provide a safe and 
healthful environment for visitors and employees. 

The monument staff will strive to identify recognizable threats to safety and health 
and protect property by applying nationally accepted standards. Consistent with 
mandates and nonimpairment, the monument staff will reduce or remove known 
hazards and/or apply appropriate mitigative measures, such as closures, 
guarding, gating, education, and other actions. 
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Topic 
Current laws and policies require that the following conditions be achieved 
 at Fort Pulaski National Monument 

Other Topics 

Sustainable Design/ 
Development 

NPS facilities are harmonious with monument resources, compatible with natural 
processes, aesthetically pleasing, functional, as accessible as possible to all 
segments of the population, energy-efficient, and cost effective. 

All decisions regarding monument operations, facilities management, and 
development in the monument — from the initial concept through design and 
construction — reflect principles of resource conservation. Thus, all monument 
developments and monument operations are sustainable to the maximum degree 
possible and practical. New developments and existing facilities are located, built, 
and modified according to the Guiding Principles of Sustainable Design (NPS 
1993) or other similar guidelines.  

Management decision-making and activities throughout the national park system 
should use value analysis, which is mandatory for all Department of the Interior 
bureaus, to help achieve this goal. Value planning, which may be used 
interchangeably with value analysis/value engineering/value management, is most 
often used when value methods are applied on general management or similar 
planning activities. 

Wilderness Values 

The National Park Service preserves the wilderness character of those areas 
eligible for wilderness designation until such time as Congress makes the decision 
to include or exclude lands in the monument from the National Wilderness 
Preservation System. 

Transportation to and 
within the Park 

Visitors have reasonable access to the park, and there are connections from the 
monument to regional transportation systems as appropriate. Transportation 
facilities in the monument provide access for the protection, use, and enjoyment 
of monument resources. They preserve the integrity of the surroundings, respect 
ecological processes, protect monument resources, and provide the highest visual 
quality and a rewarding visitor experience.  

The National Park Service participates in all transportation planning forums (U.S. 
Highway 80 & Savannah Port Project) that may result in links to parks or impact 
monument resources. Working with federal, tribal, state, and local agencies on 
transportation issues, the National Park Service seeks reasonable access to 
parks, and connections to external and alternative transportation systems. 

Utilities and 
Communication 
Facilities 

Neither Fort Pulaski National Monument resources nor public enjoyment of the 
monument are denigrated by nonconforming uses. Telecommunication structures 
are permitted in the monument to the extent that they do not jeopardize the 
monument’s mission and resources. No new nonconforming use or rights-of-way 
are permitted through the monument without specific statutory authority and 
approval by the director of the National Park Service or his representative, and 
are permitted only if there is no practicable alternative to such use of NPS lands. 
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Analysis of the potential impacts on special status 34 

species (federal or state endangered, threatened, 35 

candidate, or species of concern) is required by 36 

the federal Endangered Species Act, NPS 37 

management policies, the National Environmental 38 

Policy Act, and other laws and regulations. 39 

Thirteen special status species have been observed 40 

at Fort Pulaski National Monument (see table 2). 41 

None of the alternatives presented in this 42 

document have the potential to substantially affect 43 

any special status species or habitat. Land 44 

disturbance under all of the action alternatives 45 

will be relatively minor, and will mostly involve 46 

removal of exotic, and some native, vegetation to 47 

restore selected historic sight lines. One 48 

alternative would involve moving the asphalt 49 

parking area to a new location, but this new 50 

location does not provide habitat to special status 51 

species.  52 

 

In accordance with the Endangered Species Act 53 

and relevant regulations at 50 Code of Federal 54 

Regulations Part 402, the National Park Service 55 

determined that the management plan is not likely 56 

to adversely affect any federally threatened or 57 

endangered species and sent a copy of this draft 58 

general management plan to the U.S. Fish and 59 

Wildlife Service office with a request for written 60 

concurrence with that determination. In addition, 61 

the National Park Service has committed to 62 

consult on future actions conducted under the 63 

framework described in this management plan to 64 

ensure that such actions are not likely to adversely 65 

affect threatened or endangered species. 66 

The Coastal Zone Management Act, 16 U.S.C. § 67 

1451 et seq., requires that all federal activities in 68 

coastal areas be consistent with approved state 69 

coastal zone management programs to the 70 

maximum extent possible. Georgia’s coastal zone 71 

management program requires a consistency 72 

determination for any general management plan 73 

generated by the National Park Service for a 74 

monument in the Georgia coastal zone. 75 

Common Name Scientific Name 

Birds 
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Common Name Scientific Name 

American oystercatcher* 

Bachman's warbler 

Bald eagle* 

Gull-billed tern* 

Least tern*  

Peregrine falcon* 

Piping plover* 

Red-cockaded 
woodpecker 

Swallow-tailed kite* 

Wilson's plover * 

Wood stork* 

Haematopus palliates 

Vermivora bachmanii 

Haliaeetus 
leucocephalus  

Sterna nilotica  

Sterna antillarum 

Falco peregrinus 

Charadrius melodus 

Picoides borealis 

Elanoide s  forficatus  

Charadrius wilsonia 

Mycteria Americana 

Reptiles 

Eastern indigo snake  

Gopher tortoise  

Spotted turtle   

Green sea turtle  

Hawksbill sea turtle  

Kemp's ridley sea turtle  

Leatherback sea turtle 

Loggerhead sea turtle* 

Drymarchon couperi  

Gopherus polyphemus 

Clemmys guttata 

Chelonia mydas 

Eretmochelys imbricate 

Lepidochelys kempi 

Dermochelys coriacea 

Caretta caretta 

Amphibians 

Flatwoods salamander  

Dwarf siren  

Ambystoma cingulatum 

Pseudobranchus 
striatus 

Mammals 

Rafinesque’s big-eared 
bat  

Humpback whale  

Right (northern) whale  

West Indian manatee* 

Corynorhinus 
rafinesquii  

Megaptera 
novaeangliae 

Eubalaena glacialis 

Trichechus manatus 

Plants 

Chaffseed   

Dwarf witch-alder  

Narrowleaf obedient plant  

Pondberry  

Pondspice  

Tidal marsh obedient plant  

Florida privet*  

Swamp dock*  

Schwalbea Americana 

Fothergilla gardenia 

Physostegia leptophylla 

Lindera melissifolia 

Litsea aestivalis 

Physostegia leptophylla 

Forestiera segrata 

Rumex verticillatus 

Fish 

Shortnose sturgeon   Acipenser brevirostrum 
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