National Park Service Kenai Fjords National Park
U.S. Department of the Interior Date: 03/26/2012

Categorical Exclusion Form

Project: Exit Glacier Road Modifications for Flood Mitigation
PEPC Project Number: 41451
Project Description:

Exit Glacier Road was constructed in 1989 and was not paved until 2001. Resurrection Bridge at MP 7.0 was
constructed in 1997 by FHWA. The confluence of Resurrection river and the Exit Glacier drainage has become
destabilized in terms of flow patterns and frequency of flood events. The hydrological regime has always been
dynamic due to the historical tendencies of a glacial outwash plain, but more recently the flooding has caused
deterioration to the road profile, inundated the few culverts that do exist under the road and necessitated the closure
of public access for periods of high flow. The existing Exit Glacier Road between MP 7 and MP 8 is frequently
flooded from the Exit Glacier drainage, but this section of the road has not been known to flood previously during
the mid summer months. Flooding has occurred periodically until the last couple of years when events have become
more of an annual expectation in the fall. The flooding is usually associated with intense storm activity and/or
increased melt-off from Exit Glacier. The flooding cause damage to the road and prevent Park users from accessing
the Exit Glacier area. This section also is within the delta of the glacially fed braided streams.

WFLHD will provide a short term design solution that should substantially reduce the water depths and flow
velocities on the roadway. Approximately 1500' to 2000' of Exit Glacier Road between MP 7.0 (Resurrection River
Bridge) and MP 8.0 (Exit Glacier Visitor Contact Station) -Install barriers on the existing south side of the roadway
shoulder -Place 2 to 3 feet thick layer of riprap in the roadway shoulder and the fore slope -Place sandbags along the
base of barriers in areas that experience deeper flows for maintaining an acceptable maximum water depth of the
roadway

Project Locations:

Location

County: Kenai Peninsula Borough State: AK
District: Section:

Geo. Marker: Other:

Mitigation(s):

e The National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) requires that if newly discovered cultural resources are
identified during project implementation, work in that area must stop and the Superintendent notified
immediately (36 CFR 800.13). The Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA),
requires that if inadvertent discovery of Native American Remains or Objects occurs, activity must cease in
the area of discovery, a reasonable effort made to protect the item(s) discovered, and immediate notice
made to the Superintendent, as well as the appropriate Native American group(s)and State Historic
Preservation Officer (SHPO). Further actions also require compliance under the provisions of NHPA and
the Archaeological Resource Protection Act.



Describe the category used to exclude action from further NEPA analysis and indicate the number

of the category (see Section 3-4 of DO-12):

C.9 Repair, resurfacing, striping, installation of traffic control devices, repair/replacement of guardrails, etc., on

existing roads.

On the basis of the environmental impact information in the statutory compliance file, with which |
am familiar, | am categorically excluding the described project from further NEPA analysis. No
exceptional circumstances (e.g. all boxes in the ESF are marked “no") or conditions in Section 3-6

apply, and the action is fully described in Section 3-4 of DO-12.
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