National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

Buck Island Reef National Monument -;

w“i “@T%ral Management Plan aﬂd V/

' Enwror'ﬂ'nental Impact Statemen;

o o AR

l‘.,.."' ﬂ

Buck sland Reef Nafional Moquiﬁém

e e
t _d :

S ¢




National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

Buck Island Reef National Monument

10 verv]ew

+ ManagementZoNeoyPIesty lutions

N>



National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

Buck Island Reef National Monument o

9

+ Summarize StatiSIo I ERSIIRAE
NeuelplzIR\YlelplVirridrit Gerigral Vznagzmen
Plan and EnvireRmenieiNifieess

Statement.

PIECLIVES

>

+ Obtain inputiCHHENTENTNTET)
alternatives;



National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

Buck Island Reef National Monument

J

cluj)

2)

~f

IN
-



National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

Buck Island Reef National Monument

FUDIic Veetings
10 Gather input

summer
2UV4

Analyze Impacts

Fall 2009

Jevelop
Alternatives

vinter Z00o

Dratt GVIF/ENST

Winter:
L0

_Fresent
Alternatives to
~uplic

oummer 2U09

Hinal GME/EIS

—

SUMMEer.2uuo




National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

Buck Island Reef National Monument

=5 +
—
- o
1 =
T T 1
- o - e
4 . -
- - - Tl —— -
- = s
- - ——— —
3 = ¥ aF - i
- s = . & = :--5- .
- - e
-l
- L. *
s e,
b
vl

1



National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

Buck Island Reef National Monument

Vionument RIgnIgnts

=Xpanded in 2001, Inciudes 19,015/aGres o
s f

SuUbmergea lands With eEXIensive coral

Only Tully protectea
marine area in tne
National Fark systemn.

NG, 1 tourist aestinauon
N St. Croix:

NEENMREGUIALIONS =
PURISHEC AP Z0USE St Eron N
mplementeaiviayiZols:



National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

Buck Island Reef National Monument

Buck Island

St. Croix



National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

Buck Island Reef National Monument

Legend
Reef Markers
Mooring Buoys
Anchorage Area
Underwater Trail

and Mooring Area

|

.|

T

_——— E—
600 300 0 600

PARSONS

Buck Island

St. Croix




National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

Buck Island Reef National Monument

MGRUMERTHIGRNGHLSICORLE)
¥+ Alllextractiveusesiprohibited?

¥+ Anchoring allowed jonlyan
OesiIgnatedareas|(sana tnatas
1010 157TeeTideED)

¥ Use or.possession of fishing

equIpmentis proniditedIntne
Monument:




National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

Buck Island Reef National Monument -

VEELERIENt ZOnes /) zseriptions

-5 +
—
1 g iy
1 -
T T 1
- -y - R
i s 5
- - - Tl —— -
= F R
- - e —
- E - - . = e T -
- - "y " g . .
s - = i
-l
- = *
s e,
T
vl

;.,
=
=



National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

Buck Island Reef National Monument

Public Meetings

Date

Activity.

May, June, and July, 2004

Media Outreach Conducted
(print, radio and television)

" News releases, PSAs, postings,
and fliers distributed.

® |nvitations mailed, faxed, and
hand distributed.

June 2004 Scoping letters mailed / distributed
June 2004 Newsletters distributed

June 23, 24, and 25, 2004 Public meetings conducted

July 16, 2004 Public meeting conducted, focus on

fishermen

June and July, 2004

Stakeholder meetings conducted
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Proposed Management Zones

Resource Protection Zone : Areas that focus on resource preservation,
protection, and scientific research. Boaters would be able to traverse these
areas, and enjoy views of Buck: Island. Mooerings would e provided in
designated areas.

Anchoring Zene : Areas where sandis 1016 15 feet deepiand boaters may
anchor by permit.

B [sland DISCeVERZone: Areas on Buckisland that offer oppoertumties to hike,

PICNIC, EXPENENCE. the SIghtSiand seundsieinature, learmanout thesiandrs
natural andicultural features, andlien|ey the: SUireunading VIews.
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Management Prescriptions;and Zones

Resource Marine

Category Protection An;]'mrlng Hazard
Zone one Zone

Visitor Use
on Trail
| Interpretive T

ML

d appropriate include: open beach fires, camping, jet 1g, boogie boarding or par, ing, or motorized
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Category/Feature

Alternatives Summary - Differences

Alternative A (No Action)

Alternative B

Alternative C

Alternative D

Anchoring

Anchoring area along west end
(20 acres, 40 to 80 boats)

Moorings only; eliminate anchoring
in the monument

West end anchoring zone (18 acres)

West end anchoring zone (68 acres)

Moorings
>

Moorings in designated areas:

East End: 10 Moorings for
underwater trail and 2 for
scuba.

Moorings in designated areas:

» East End: 10 Moorings for
underwater trail and 2 for
scuba.

Southwest of Pier: 8to 10
moorings.

West end: mooring system
with 30 to 45 moorings.

Moorings in designated areas:

» East end: 10 Moorings for
underwater trail and 2 for
scuba.

Southwest of Pier: 8to 10
moorings

Moorings in designated areas

» Eastend: 10 Moorings for
underwater trail and 2 for
scuba.

Southwest of Pier: 8to 10
moorings

Beach use

Yes -
and moorings

access from anchoring area

Yes - beach use appropriate, access
from moorings only.

Dinghy access lanes provided.

Yes - access beach from anchoring
zone and moorings.

Dinghy access lanes provided.

Yes - access beach from anchoring
zone and moorings.

Dinghy access lanes provided.

Pier, upland trail,
underwater trail

Yes

Yes

Yes

Boating

NOTE:

Anchoring permit required.

Length of boat permitted
inside lagoon is less than
42 feet.

Differences between alternatives

are highlighted.

Limits identified :
Resource Protection Zone:
Vessels less than 150 feet
No Anchoring Zone

Recreation Zone: Less than
42 feet inside lagoon; Less
than 150 feet outside lagoon

Marine Hazard Zone: Less
than 30 feet

Limits identified :
» Resource Protection Zone:
Vessels less than 150 feet

» Anchoring Zone: Vessels less
than 150 feet, by permit

> Recreation Zone: Less than
42 feet inside lagoon; Less
than 150 feet outside lagoon

Marine Hazard Zone: Less
than 30 feet

Limits identified :
» Resource Protection Zone:
Vessels less than 150 feet

» Anchoring Zone: Vessels less
than 150 feet, by permit

> Recreation Zone: Less than
42 feet inside lagoon; Less
than 150 feet outside lagoon

Marine Hazard Zone: Less
than 30 feet
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Potential for
recreational
opportunities

Education / Outreach

NOTE:

Alternatives Summary - Differences (cont.)

Category/Feature Alternative A (No Action) Alternative B Alternative C Alternative D

Continued use of traditional

anchoring area, beach, underwater

trail, upland trail and pier

Conducted from Christiansted, by

concessionaires and rangers

Differences between alternatives

are highlighted.

Eliminate anchoring area;

Increased number of moorings
in designated areas;

Traditional means of
recreation do not change with
the exception of bow to stern
anchoring being eliminated.

Conducted from Christiansted
and on Buck Island, by
concessionaires and rangers;

Increased opportunities for
concessionaire led tours.

One anchoring zone;

Moorings in designated areas;

Traditional means of
recreation do not change with
the exception of bow to stern
anchoring being eliminated.

Conducted from Christiansted
and on Buck Island, by
concessionaires and rangers;

Increased opportunities for
concessionaire led tours.

Larger anchoring zone;
Moorings in designated areas;

Traditional means of
recreation do not change with
the exception of bow to stern
anchoring being eliminated.

Conducted from Christiansted
and on Buck Island, by
concessionaires and rangers;

Increased opportunities for
concessionaire led tours.
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