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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

Chesapeake Bay Ficld Office

177 Admiral Cochrane Drive

Annapolis, Maryland 21401

http:/www. fws.govichesapeakebay _j
May 20, 2010 L
¥ jiﬁ L }‘ W

U.S. Depariment ol the Interior ¢
National Park Service [:55
Cér0 Canal National Historical Park / 1
1850 Dual Highway, Suite 100 ,'_)b"@ q
Hagerstown, MD 21740 7/

RE: Sharpsburg Water Intake Upgrade in the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal National Historic
Park Washington County MD

Dear: Kevin D, Brandt

This responds to your letter, received, April 5, 2010, requesting information on the presence of
species which are federally listed or proposed for listing as endangered or threatened within the
vicinity of the above reference project area. We have reviewed the information you enclosed and
are providing comments in accordance with section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (87 Stat,
884, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 el seq.).

Except for occasional transient individuals, no federally proposed or listed endangered or
threatened species are known to exist within the project impact area. Therelore, no Biological
Assessment or further section 7 Consultation with the U.S, Fish and Wildlife Service is required.
Should project plans change, or if additional information on the distribution of listed or proposed
species becomes available, this determination may be reconsidered.

This response relates only to federally protected threatened or endangered species under our
jurisdiction. For information on the presence of other rare species, you should contact
Lori Byme of the Maryland Wildlife and Heritage Division at (410) 260-8573.

Effective August 8, 2007, under the authority of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as
amended, the U.S, Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) removed (delist) the bald eagle in the
lower 48 States of the United States from the Federal List of Endangered and Threatened
wildlife. However, the bald eagle will still be protected by the Bald and Golden Eagle
Protection Act, Lacey Act and the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. As a result, starting on
August 8, 2007, if your project may cause “disturbance” to the bald eagle, please consult the
*National Bald Eagle Management Guidelines” dated May 2007.

TAKE PRIDE] , 4
AN ERICA S
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United States Department of the Interior  {{

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE : N o []
C& 0 Canal Wational Historical Park
1850 Dual Higlweay, Suite 100
Hagerstown, Maryland 21740 .

Ie] EEPLY BEFER T
154 (CHOH) o . ,
[ KPR G200

Lori A. Byrne, Envirommental Review Specialist
Maryland DNE, Wildlife and Heritage Service
Tawes State Office Building, E-1

580 Tavlor Avenue

Annapolis, Maryland 21401

Dear Ms. Byme:

In aceordance with the Mafional Environmental Policy Act (NEPA} of 1969, the National
Park Service (NPS) is preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the proposed
Sharpsburg Water Intake Upgrade in the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal National Historie Park
(C&O Canal NHP/Park), Washington County, MD. The proposed praject would address an
aging mumieipal raw water pipeline by replacing it with new underground conduit.  Alse
included would be the installation of an undergrowd comimunication duct,

The existing raw water imake and pipeline system was installed in the late 1960°s, by
Washington County, Maryland, fo supply water to the town of Sharpsburg, MD, located
approximately 1 2 miles east of the C&O Canal NHP. The intake, on the Potomac River, is
located at Mile 74.3 of the Park, At this time, it is anticipated that the waler intake structure
will remain in use and not be replaced or relocated.

The existing infrastructure, at Mile 74.3 of the Park, is approximately 1% miles upstrearn
from Shepherdstown, WV. Construction access (o the project arca will be either from the
Rumsey Bridge access area (MD Route 34) or from Snyder’s Landing access area. As a result
the area to be evaluated will be Mile 72.77 to 76,65 of the Park.

The EA will identify potential alignments for the new pipeline. One alternative would be to
place the new line within the existing easement corridor. This existing easement is
approximately 800 linear feet within the boundaries of the Park. The second area is a
proposed right-of-way (ROW) approximately 200 feet in length within the boundaries of the
Park. Both the easement and the proposed ROW are 30 feet in width, [f the new ROW
alternative is selected, the existing casement will be abandoned in place.

Construetion of the proposed upgrades on the property of the C&0 Canal NHP within either
the existing easement or the proposed ROW would include placement of a borehole and use
of the jack-and-bore fechnique to plice the new pipeline underneath the C&0 Canal prism
and towpath. The pipe would rest at a minimum depih of 3.5 feet below the base of the canal
prism. If construction occwrred within the existing easement, it would likely consist of open-
cut trenching along the nipe alignment beyond the canal prism and towpath area.  All other
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associated consiruction would occur on private property, outside of the boundaries of the
C&O Canal NHP.

The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the proposed project, to request data or
information you may have on resources potentially affected by the propose project, and to
request comments on the propose action. We are requesting information on any state
proposed or state listed rare, threatened, of endangered species or their critical habitats within
the project area.

Enclosed is a copy of the information issued for the EA®s public scoping. [t contains graphics
and photographs pertaining to the project location.  Additionally, the project location can be
found on UL.S. Geological Swrvey, 7% minwte Topographic Quadrangle Map entitled
“Shepherdstown, W. VA-MD,, 1994.7

Your response within 30 days from the date of receipt of this letter will be greatly appreciated.
Please forward written comments to Lynne Wigfield, Compliance Officer, Chesapeake and
Ohio Canal NHP, 1850 Dual Highway, Suite 100, Hagerstown, MD 21750, Thank you for
your assistance.

Sincercly,

/’L_ (_ ): _/{"Q."C-ﬂ-"[./
Kewvin D. Brandt
Superintendent

Enclosure

Sharpsburg Water Intake Upgrade EA



*Ce: Fred Frederick, President, Frederick Seibert and Associates 128 South Potomac Street,
Hagerstown, MD 21740
Scott Scibel, Archeology Division Manaper, Environmental Services, Inc.
524 5. New Hope Road | Raleigh, NC 27610

Bee:  Compliance Officer, CHOH
Chiel Resource Management, CHOH !
Matural Resources Program Manager, CHOH |
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United States Department of the Interior ‘

MNATIONAL PARK SERVICE
C80 Canal Mational Historical Park

1850 Dual Tighway, Suite 100 C
Hagerstowm, Maryland 21740
I REPLY REFER Ti: :

154 (CHOH) L3 PR D5 200

" Mr. Leopeldo Miranda,
Field Supervisor
11,8, Fish and Wildlife Service
177 Admiral Cochrane Drive
Annapolis, Maryland 21401

Dear Mr, Miranda:

In aceardance with the Mational Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, the Mational Park Service
(NP8} iz preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the proposed Sharpsburg Water Intake
Upgrade in the Chesapeake and Ohie Canal Nafional Historic Park (C&0 Canal NHP/Perk),
Washington County, MD. The proposed project would address an aging municipal raw water pipeline
by replacing it with new underground conduit, Also included would be the installation of an
underground communication duct.

The existing raw water intake and pipeline system was installed in the late 1960°s, by Washington
County, Maryland, to supply water to the town of Sharpsburg, MD, located approximately 144 miles
east of the C&O Canal NHP. The intake, on the Polomac River, is located at Mile 74.3 of the Park.
At this time, it is anticipated that the water intake structure will remain in use and not be replaced or
relocated.

The existing infrastructure, at Mile 743 of the Park, is approximately 1% miles upstream from
Shepherdstown, WV, Construction access to the project area will be either from the Rumsey Bridge
access ares (MD Route 34) or from Snyder’s Landing access area. As a result the area to be evaluated
will be Mile 72.77 to 76.65 of the Park.

The EA will identify potential alignments for the new pipeline, One alternative would be to place the
new ling within the existing easement corridor. This exisling easement is approximately 800 linear
feet within the boundaries of the Park. The second area is a proposed right-of-way (ROW)
approximately 200 feet in length within the boundaries of the Park, Both the easement and the
proposed ROW are 30 feet in width. If the new ROW alternative is selected, the existing easement
will be abandoned in place.

Construction of the proposed upgrades on the property of the C&O Canal NHP within either the
existing casement or the proposed ROW would include placement of 2 borehole and use of the jack-
and-bore technique o place the new pipeling undemeath the C&0 Canal prism and towpath. The pipe
wonld rest at a minimum depth of 3.5 fect below the base of the canal prism. If construetion cecurred
within the existing easement, it would likely consist of open-cut trenching along the pipe alignment
beyond the canal prism and towpath area. All other associated construction would cceur on private
property, outside of the boundaries of the C&O Canal NHF,

Species offered federal profection that have ranges considered by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS) to extend into Washington County include the following: Indiana bat {Myvolly sodalis),
harpetella (Prilimedum nodosin), and northeastern bulrush (Seirpus ancistrochaeiug).  Suitable
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foraging habitat for Indiana beat is present within the project study avea, but no suitable winter habitat,
such as caves or abandoned mines, is present for this species. Suifable habitat for harperella and
northeastern bulrush is not present within the project study area.

The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the propesed project, to request data or information you
may have an resources potentizlly affected by the proposs project, and to request commenis on the
propose action, In accordance with Section We)(1) of the Endangered Species Act, we are requesting
written concurrence regarding the above listed species, or other information on any proposed or listed
species or their critical habitats within the project area,

Enclosed is a copy of the information issued for the EA's public scoping. It contains graphics and
photographs pertaining to the project location. Additionally, the project location can be found on 1.5,
Gealogical Survey, 7% minute Topographic Quadrangle Map entitled “Shepherdstown, W, VA -MD.,
1994 . :

Your response within 30 dayvs from the date of receipt of this letter will be greatly appreciated. Please

forward written comments to Lynne Wigfield, Compliance Officer, Chesapeake and Ohio Canal NHP,
1850 Dual Highway, Suite 1040, Hagerstown, MD 21750, Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,

Kevin [, Brandt
Superintendent

Enclosore
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Ce: Fred Frederick, President, Frederick Seibert and Associates 128 South Potomac Street,
Hagerstown, MD 21740
Scolt Seibel, Archeology Division Manager, Environmental Services, Inc.
524 5. Mew Hope Road | Raleigh, NC 27610

Bee:  Compliance Officer, CHOH
Chief Resource Management, CHOH
Watural Resources Program Manager, CHOH
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December 16, 2009

Mr. Robert Turnbull
Environmental Services, Ine.
524 5. New Hope Road
Raleigh, NC 27610

RE: Environmental Review for Sharpsburg Water Intake Upgrade - Chesapeake & Ohio Canal
National Historic Park, Washington County, Maryland.

Dgar Mr. Trumbull:

The Wildlife and Heritage Service's database indicates that there is a record for a population of state-listed
threatened Arbor-vitae (Thuja oceidentalis) located on, or within very close proximity to, the project site. We
would not have concerns for this speeies from the proposed work unless there is undisturbed naturally
vegatated habitat within the limits-of-disturbance.

In response to your specific request, the Wildlife and Heritage Service has the following records of rare,
threatened and endangered plant and animal species within 3 miles of the project site:

Scientific Name Common Name State Status
Direa palustris Leatherwood Threatened
Galium boreale Northern Bedstraw Endangered
Chryaopsis racemasa Black-fruited Mountainrice Threatened
Asplerium resiliens Black-stem Spleenwort Endangered
Hendersonia occulia Cherrydrop Snail In Need of Conservation
Bromus latiglanis Broad-glumed Brome Endangered
Lentins Indovicianus Loggerhead Shrike Endangered
Erythroniun albidum White Trout Lily Threatened
Stygobromus gracilipes Shenandoah Cave Amphipod Endangered
Stygobromus allegheniensis Allegheny Cave Amphipod It Need of Conservation
Juglans cinerea Buttermut Rare
Hydrastis canadensis Goldenseal Threatened
Carex careyana Carey's Sedge Endangered
Carex hitehcockiana Hitcheock's Sedge Endangered
Liparis filifolia Large Twayblade Rare
Liparis loeselii Loesel's Twayblade Rare
Hasteola suaveolens Sweet-scented Indian-plantain Endangered
Hydrophyllum macrophyllum Large-leaved Waterleaf Threatened
Alasmidonta varicosa Brook Floater Endangered
Ouerct shumardii Shumard's Oak Threatened

Tawies State Office Building - 580 Taylor Avenue - Annapedls, Marndand 21401
410,260,80N0 ar toll frae in Maryland 877.620.8DHR « wwwdnrmaryland.gow « TTY users call via Maryland Relay
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Thank you for allowing us the opportunity (o review this project. If you should have any further questions
regarding this information, please contact me at (410) 260-8573.

Sincerely,

oo Q. B

Lo A. Byme

Environmental Review Coordinator
Wildlife and Heritage Service

MD Dept. of Natural Resources

ER# 2009.1911.wa
Ce:  E.L, Thompson, DNR
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ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES, [MNC.
524 5 NEW HOFE ROAD
RALEIGH, NORETH CAROLIMA 27810

BH-212-1760 « FAX 819-212-1707

wwwenvironmentalservicesine.com

November 5, 2009

Ma, Lori Byme

DNR Wildlife & Heritage Service
380 Taylor Aveme

Tawes Office Bldg, E-|
Annapolis, MD 21401

Re:  Sharpsburg Water Iniake Upgrade
Chesapeake & Ohio Canal National Historic Park
Environmental Review Requnest
Washington County, Maryland

Dear Ms. Byrne:

The Depariment of Water Quality Control of Washington County, Maryland, is
proposing to upgrade a raw water intake pipeline across the Chesapeake & Ohio Canal
National Historic Park. The project study area is a 30-foot wide eorridor located adjacent
{o the east side of the Potomae River, west of the City of Sharpsburg. Environmental
Services, Inc. (ASD) and Frederick, Seiber, & Associates, Inc. (FSA) have been tasked to
prepare an Environmental Assessment for the National Park Service, which includes an
evaluation of potential impacts to Threatened and Endangered species.

We are submitting this letter to request an environmental review of the project study area
for the proposed water intake pipeline as shown on the aftached USGS 7.5-minute
topographic map {Shepherdstown, WV quadrangle) and aerial photograph. To ensure
that this project will have no detrimental effects on rare species, please provide us with
the species names and locations of any records of rare plant and animal species within 3.0
miles of the project study arca.

If you have any questions or need any further information concerning this project, please
feel free to contact me at (919 212-1760 or rtwrnbulligesine.ce. Thank you for your
assistance with this project.

Sincerely,

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES, INC.

bt lrcd A,
Rebert Turnbull
Senior Scientist

FLORITA . GEORGIA @ MORTH CARCHINA - # SourH CAHOLIMA e MABYLAMD - QHIO
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B Cole To "Lynne_Wigfield@nps.gov" <Lynne_Wigfsld@nps.govs=
<BCole@map.state.md.us> e

10/14/2008 01:55 PM hee
Subject WA Co. pipeline

Hi Lynne,

Thanks for your recent letter (%/23/09) regarding Washington County's proposed
new raw water pipeline across the C&0 Canal at Mile 74.3. According Lo your
letter, we understand that MPS intends to combine its HEPA/NHPR consultation
for this project. We look forward to further consultationm with WPS to
complete the Section 106 review of this undertaking, as planning proceeads.

I hope you're doing well and are back safely on yvour feet.
Bath

Bath Cole

Rdministrator, Project Review & Compliance
Maryland Historical Trust

100 Community Place

Crownsville, MO 21032

410-514-7631

410=-287-4071 (fax)

boeelelmdp. state.md.us

http://mht.maryland.gov

Please consider ths epvirenment before printing.
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United States Department of the Interior

NATIOMNAL PARK SERVICE
C&O Canal National Historical Park
1850 Dual Highway, Suite 100
Hagerstown, Maryland 21740

IN REPLY EEFER TC:

D2215(CHOH)

September 23, 2009

Rodney I, Little, Director

Division of Historical-Cultural Programs
100 Community Place

Crownsville, Maryland 20132-2023

Dear Mr. Little:

The Mational Park Service, Chesapeake and Ohio Canal National Historlcal Park, will undentake
environmental and cultural resource evaluations pertaining to a proposed utility project, as submitted by
the Washington County, MD govemment. The proposed project applicant has applied for a new raw
water pipeline right-of-way, connecting their existing Potomac River water intake to their Sharpsburg
water treatment plant. The intake is located at Mile 74.3 of the park. Our park legislation specifies that
utility crossings may be permitted as long as there are not impacts from the action to the park resources.

The existing pipeline is experiencing failures due to age. The project applicant is proposing to abandon
the existing line and install a new line outside of the existing right-of-way. The applicant is proposing to
use directional drilling to cross underneath the historic towpath and canal prism.

We would like to produce a single doeument for both the National Environmental Policy Act and the
Mational Historic Preservation Act requirements. We are initiating our work with a contractor and
anticipate agency and public scoping to commence in October.

Enclosed are three items for your review and a more detailed explanation of the project. Included are the
proposed alignment diagram, the environmental screening form, and a copy of the existing right-of-way,

Thank you for the time to review this project. If you have any questions at this time, please contact
Lynne Wigfield, Compliance Officer, at 301-745-5802.

Sinceraly,

7 s

Kevin D, Brandt
Superintendent

Enclosures
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[
David Hayes, NCR Planncr
Perry Wheelock, Chief of Cultural Resources, NCR

bee:

Chief of Resources, CHOH

Chief of Maintenance, CHOH

Compliance Officer, CHOH

Natural Resources Program Manager, CHOH
Cultural Resources Program Manager, CHOH
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United States Department of the Interior

FI2H aND SWILDLIFE SHIRYICE

Chemaprstos Fay Ficld (éfcs
LTT ok pnieal Crombrane Dhive

Amnapa] i, Moaecedand 21401
hetazihenamr, fom gove o hooapealu bay:

Decemaber 29, 2010

Wivhelle Curter

Crizsapeake and Chia Cangd KHE
1850 Dwval Highway Suire 150
Hagarstonm, MD 2170-6620

RE Flivtoric Dams 4 aod 5 Bebvay Passmae Profoct. Baviaetiiog af ool Cnerioms: of
Willisrmumort, Prapnared water aecesr v St Holl fael farm Foofosa e MO exd
Sharpsbeen Watdr Imtake in Woavkingtor caunty 340

Drar Mickelle Cacler;

TS pesprtals by 12l e, Teesived, Novembor 8, 2010, raquesting | nfarmation o the pragetas
of specieswihilch ane faderaly Lisled o propoged for listing sz endangored or threataned within
the vicinity of the shows radarence project otea. We hgve revigwed the miomation you enelosed
wod a1¢ providing cornmeats in cecosdocs writh aeabion T of the Tndemgrrod Speciea Act (37
Stat, 184, o amended; 16 WTS.CL 132370 e sug )

Execepu i aoeesiongl rensient individoals, no faderally proposed o listad endangetad o
thréared specias e known Lo et within the projeet iopact sren. Thesefore, 1o Biokgical
Azzezznoear of firther section 7 Conuiativh wilh the UL 5. Fish ol Wildlifs Sorvice i required.
#hewld project plone chanee, e if sddninmal smtamation un the ditiantion of Listed or propossd
ypeaies bosomes wvalnale, this detonminacion say be veoansidseed

This respanse reletes only 0 flsrelly proteencd thictensd of endaneered Bpecis iider onr
Juriedicticn. For infirnagan un the presancs: of other tare specics, you chould contact
Logi Bvme of che baryland Wildh (e amd Hemtage Chvigion ar (4107 260-8573,

Ftfentivre Angnat 8, 2007, undar the amberity of the Eidunpered Bpedics At of TU73, ws
wmemilel, the U5, Fizhi end WildLTC Scrvice {Service) rewsrvsd {deFia Ly (he ball sagle in he
kwser 4F States o1 the Tl Sraics oo die Bederal Listof Endatpeesd and Thesiwnel
Wildlife Howeer. the hald esgls will still be protacad by the Bald and Goldan Bagle
Iroteetion At Lacey Asl ind the bigratory Bind Trenty Act, As o remuld, stastige on
Avignet &, 000, i pour project may cause “drziurhancs™ L the hald eagle, ploses onaalt the
*Matiensl Bald Bagle Management Craidelisen™ dated May 2007

TaxE PRIDE
NAMERICASSS
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DEFMI-TIMEI'NFI'GF Johm B Grfffa, Secretosp
MAT UEAL RESOIURCE S dageph B GWL Denune Seorsray

-,'1 MARY1L AND P i) e b b

Tume 29, 2010 ‘lI!'FJf
Rl Kavin T, Trordt i _Id

U§ DOL- NS A L
€ & O Canul Nutional Histurical Pack o // . \9;-’
1530 Dzl Highvees, Suite 1440 ;?’v j>"
Hugerslovwn, M 21740

BE:  Environmental Beview for Proposed Sharpshurg Water Tntake Upgrade in Chesspoake and (hio
Conal Natiosal Histeric Park, Washington Coanty, Mary lond.

Dlear by, Brand::

The Wiklifc aned Tloritape Servics hess detenmined that there are oo Stote or Pederal vooords for rare, threatoned
o endangered species within the boundarics of the projeet shie s delingated. We would wla like w point o
rhat our indtisl cvaheation of this project should nal be imerreed o meaning hat i s pol possixie for mee,
threslenad or endanpered species o be present, Centain specics oould be present witheul cocumentalion becanse
adequate surveys may not have been conducied in Lhe past. Althomph we a8 not requinng any surveys, we
wornlill Bike b bring to your attention thar Wildlife and Heritage Seevice's Matwral Heritape database records do
indieate that the species lsted below are kaowen b e within close procimily iothe peaject site. 17 ihe
uppropmiate habitat is prosert far thesa spacies they conld potontially oceur om the pojeet s teelf They are;

Seiemtifiy Hams Cormmin MName Seate Sintus

Dirco palnaieds Lcatherweomd Threutencd

Cralivm Mareak Northern Bodsiraw Eodamgrel

CIrVea s Facemod Black-fraied Mpumtginric: Threatened

Asplarium reeifion Black-stem Splosmwer Frulangerel

Hresmues Jeg gl iy Bruacg umed Brome Erdangencd
Hopalorranda ceeulie Cherrrdrop Snail [n Mees] ol Congervatiog

There spocies are all docomented ng eceurring i clnse proximuty o the project gite. in Fmesione chil hubrlod
along the Potomes River. 1f there 12 any disturbuncs propesed for this habitar, such oa that relaoted o aseessing
(e prujeet sk, cyuiprienl slaging, e, then we would have petential concems for these imporant pative
species.

[ 3% abso fmpssriand 1o ok thal s ponton of the P oiomac River has boen identificd as supporting mee specics of
freshiavater pmzsclz. Freshwater mussels require fsh bosts e pert of et Rle cycle, and ame Glier fesders
Thesre e the muintenance ol water o sl ice dz coedal 1o dieir contimisd exisienee,  Anccher concem we heve is
tor the possible entrainement of host fish larve mthe waler bk e stmciore kel C

Tewea Steia Crfics Eh.lbdirlg — kAN Tn:,rlnr Buznue - Arnapabs, MI:,II:nd 21401
G 0a2AB0MNE oo il free in Marykand 877-520-A0MNF - wen,dnn mandand aoy - TTY Lsers Call wia the Maryland Reby
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