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Planning Area Descriptions 
 

Trail Study Segment 
Location 
by State Counties 

Total 
Miles 

Add to 
NHT  

Already 
Designated 
as 

1 Applegate route 
Oregon 

Klamath, Jackson, Josephine, Douglas, Lane, Benton, 
Polk 

819 OREG* CALI* 

California Modoc, Siskiyou, 

Nevada Pershing, Humboldt, Washoe 

2 Atchison/Independence Creek routes 
Kansas Atchison 14 CALI  

3 Bidwell-Bartleson route 
Idaho Caribou, Franklin 

989 CALI  

Utah Cache, Box Elder, Tooele 

Nevada 
Elko, Eureka, Lander, Humboldt, Pershing, Churchill, 
Lyon, Mineral, Douglas 

California 
Mono, Alpine, Tuolumne, Stanislaus, San Joaquin, 
Contra Costa 

4 Big Trees Road California Alpine, Calaveras 64 CALI  

5 Bishop Creek cutoff Nevada Elko 21 CALI  

6 Blue Mills-Independence Road Missouri Jackson 7 CALI  

7 Blue Ridge cutoff Missouri Jackson 8 CALI  

8 Burnett cutoff California Modoc 44 CALI  

9 Central Overland Trail Nebraska Lincoln, Keith, Deuel, Cheyenne, Kimball 

2,159 CALI  

Colorado Sedgwick, Logan, Morgan, Weld, Larimer, Washington  

Wyoming 
Laramie, Albany, Carbon, Fremont, Sweetwater, Uinta, 
Natrona 

Utah Summit, Morgan, Salt Lake, Utah, Tooele 

Nevada 
White Pine, Eureka, Lander, Churchill, Mineral, Lyon, 
Carson City, Douglas, Storey, Washoe 



 

Trail Study Segment 
Location 
by State Counties 

Total 
Miles 

Add to 
NHT  

Already 
Designated 
as 

10 Cherokee Trail, including splits Oklahoma Cherokee, Mayes, Rogers, Nowata, Osage 

1,580 CALI  

Kansas 

Montgomery, Chautauqua, Elk, Butler, Harvey, 
McPherson, Rice, Barton, Pawnee, Edwards, Ford, 
Gray, Finney, Kearny, Hamilton 

Colorado  

Prowers, Bent, Otero, Crowley, Pueblo, El Paso, 
Elbert, Douglas, Denver, Arapahoe, Adams, Jefferson, 
Boulder, Broomfield, Weld, Larimer, Jackson 

Wyoming Albany, Carbon, Sweetwater, Uinta 

11 Childs cutoff Wyoming Converse 152 OREG CALI 

12 Council Bluffs Road Iowa Pottawattamie 

810 OREG CALI 

Nebraska 

Washington, Douglas, Dodge, Colfax, Platte, Nance, 
Merrick, Hall, Buffalo, Dawson, Lincoln, Keith, Garden, 
Morrill, Scotts Bluff 

Wyoming Goshen 

13 Cowlitz River route Washington Clark, Cowlitz, Lewis, Pierce, Thurston 137 OREG  

14 Cutoff to Barlow Road Oregon Sherman, Wasco 54 OREG  

15 Diamond Springs cutoff Wyoming Fremont 12 CALI  

16 Fort Leavenworth Road; Ox Bow route and 
alternates in Kansas and Missouri (Oregon 
and California Trail routes used by 
Mormon emigrants) Nebraska 

Saunders, Butler  
 30 MOPI* CALI 

17 Fort Leavenworth-Blue River route 
Kansas Leavenworth, Atchison, Brown, Nemaha, Marshall 149 CALI 

SAFE (in 
some areas) 

18 Fort Leavenworth-Kansas River route Kansas Leavenworth, Jefferson, Shawnee 50 CALI  

19 Free Emigrant Road Oregon Deschutes, Klamath, Lane 145 OREG  

20 Georgetown/Dagget Pass Trail California El Dorado 38 CALI  

21 Goodale's cutoff 
Idaho 

Bingham, Butte, Blaine, Camas, Elmore, Ada, Gem, 
Washington, 

533 OREG  Oregon Baker 

22 Greenhorn cutoff Nevada Elko 12 CALI  

23 Grizzly Flat cutoff 
California El Dorado 19 CALI  

       

24 Gum Springs-Fort Leavenworth route Kansas Johnson, Wyandotte, Leavenworth 28 CALI  

25 Henness Pass route Nevada Washoe 

112 CALI  California Sierra, Yuba, Nevada 

26 Johnson cutoff Nevada Carson City, Douglas 83 CALI  



 

Trail Study Segment 
Location 
by State Counties 

Total 
Miles 

Add to 
NHT  

Already 
Designated 
as 

California El Dorado 

27 Keokuk route (Iowa) Iowa Lee 17 MOPI  

28 Lower Bellevue route Nebraska Sarpy, Douglas 40 CALI  

29 Lower Plattsmouth route Nebraska Cass 26 CALI  

30 Luther Pass Trail 
California Alpine, El Dorado 9 CALI  

31 McAuley cutoff 
Idaho Bear Lake 7 CALI  

32 Meek cutoff 
Oregon 

Malheur, Harney, Lake, Deschutes, Crook, Jefferson, 
Wasco 526 OREG  

33 Minersville-Nebraska City Road 
Nebraska Otoe 7 CALI  

34 Naches Pass Trail 
Washington Walla Walla, Benton, Yakima, Kittitas, King, Pierce 219 OREG  

35 Nebraska City cutoff routes 
Nebraska Otoe, Lancaster, Saline, Seward, York, Hamilton 264 CALI  

36 Nevada City Road 
California Nevada  32 CALI  

37 North Alternate Oregon Trail 
Idaho Elmore, Gooding, Twin Falls 82 OREG  

38 North Side alternative route 
Idaho Twin Falls, Jerome, Minidoka, Blaine, Power 144 OREG  

39 Old Fort Kearny Road (Oxbow Trail) 
Nebraska 

Otoe, Cass, Saunders, Butler, Polk, Hamilton, Hall, 
Adams, Kearney 226 OREG CALI 

40 Old Wyoming-Nebraska City cutoff 
Nebraska Cass 8 CALI  

41 Placer County Road to Auburn 
Nevada Carson City, Washoe 

89 CALI  California Placer 

42 Pony Express southern alternative - 
Wathena to Troy, Kansas Kansas Doniphan 24 POEX*  

43 Raft River to Applegate  
Idaho Bingham, Power, Cassia  

753 OREG CALI 

Utah Box Elder 

Nevada Elko, Eureka, Lander, Humboldt, Pershing, Churchill 

44 Road to Amazonia 
Kansas Doniphan 9 CALI  

Missouri Andrew    

45 Sacramento-Coloma Wagon Road 
California El Dorado, Sacramento 34 CALI  

46 Secret Pass 
Nevada Elko  30 CALI  

47 St. Joe Road 
Kansas Doniphan, Brown, Nemaha, Marshall 

132 OREG CALI Missouri Buchanan 



 

Trail Study Segment 
Location 
by State Counties 

Total 
Miles 

Add to 
NHT  

Already 
Designated 
as 

48 Sublette cutoff 
Wyoming Sweetwater, Lincoln 183 OREG CALI 

49 Union Ferry route 
Kansas Douglas, Shawnee, Wabaunsee, Pottawatomie 41 CALI  

50 Upper Bellevue route 
Nebraska Sarpy, Douglas, Dodge 45 CALI  

51 Upper Columbia River 
Oregon Umatilla, Morrow, Gilliam, Sherman, Wasco 

122 OREG  Washington Benton, Klickitat 

52 Upper Plattsmouth route 
Nebraska Cass 33 CALI  

53 Volcano Road 
California El Dorado, Amador 32 CALI  

54 Weber Canyon route of Hastings cutoff 
Utah Davis, Salt Lake 75 CALI  

55 Westport Landing Road 
Missouri Jackson 4 CALI SAFE 

56 Westport-Lawrence Road 
Kansas Johnson, Douglas 30 CALI   

57 Westport Road 
Kansas Johnson  

37 CALI SAFE Missouri Jackson 

58 Whitman Mission route 
Washington Walla Walla 

67 OREG  Oregon  Umatilla 

59 Woodbury cutoff 
Nebraska Cass, Lancaster, Butler 67 CALI  

60 Yreka Trail 
California Siskiyou 82 CALI  

61 1846 Subsequent routes A and B (Lucas 
and Clarke Counties, Iowa) Iowa Davis, Appanoose, Monroe, Lucas, Wayne, Clarke 118 MOPI  

62 1847 Alternative Elkhorn and Loup River 
Crossings in Nebraska Nebraska Nance 53 MOPI  

63 1850 Golden Pass Road in Utah 
Utah Summit, Salt Lake 48 MOPI  

64 1856–57 Handcart route (Iowa City to 
Council Bluffs) Iowa 

Pottawattamie, Cass, Audubon, Guthrie, Dallas, Polk, 
Jasper, Poweshiek, Iowa, Johnson 257 MOPI  

*CALI – California National Historic Trail 
 OREG – Oregon National Historic Trail 
 MOPI – Mormon Pioneer National Historic Trail 
 POEX – Pony Express National Historic Trail 



Proposed Routes for the Oregon, California, Mormon Pioneer, and Pony Express National Historic Trails Feasibility 
Study Update and Revision/Environmental Assessment (preliminary draft as of May 2011) 



http://parkplanning.nps.gov/FourtrailFS
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Public Scoping Meetings 
Date and Time Location Address Number of 

Attendees 

April 18, 2011 
6-8 pm  

Denver, Colorado  
Four Mile Historic Park  

715 South Forest Street 20 

April 19, 2011 
5:30-7:30 pm  

Casper, Wyoming  
Fairgrounds - Arena Building 

1700 Fairgrounds Road 24 

May 9, 2011 
3-5 pm  

Tahlequah, Oklahoma  
Cherokee Nation Complex   

17675 South Muskogee 19 

May 10, 2011 
2-4 pm  

McPherson, Kansas  
The McPherson Public Library  

214 West Marlin 16 

May 11, 2011 
10 am-Noon  

Topeka, Kansas  
Kansas Museum of History  

6425 SW 6th Avenue 10 

May 11, 2011 
6:30-8:30 pm  

Independence, Missouri  
National Frontier Trails Museum  

318 West Pacific 20 

May 12, 20111 
6-8 pm  

Lincoln, Nebraska  
Nebraska History Museum  

Blackman Auditorium 
15th & P Streets 

22 

May 13, 2011 
3-5 pm  

Des Moines, Iowa  
State Historical Building of Iowa  

600 East Locust Street 12 

May 31, 2011 
10 am-Noon  

Salt Lake City, Utah  
The City Library  

210 East 400 South 19 

May 31, 2011 
6:30-8:30 pm 

Rock Springs, Wyoming  
Rock Springs Historical Museum  

201 B Street 25 

June 1, 2011 
6-8 pm   

Boise, Idaho  
Idaho History Center   

2205 Old Penitentiary Rd 10 

June 2, 2011 
6-8 pm 

Walla Walla, Washington  
Fort Walla Walla Museum  

Fort Walla Walla Park 
755 Myra Road 

13 

June 3, 2011 
6-8 pm  

Vancouver, Washington  
Fort Vancouver National Site  

605 Barnes Street 12 

June 4, 2011 
10 am-Noon  

The Dalles, Oregon  
Columbia Gorge Discovery Center  

5000 Discovery Drive 19 

June 14, 2011 
5:30-7:30 pm  

Carson City, Nevada  
Carson City Library  

900 North Roop St. 11 

June 15, 2011 
5:30-7:30 pm 

Sacramento. California  
Sutter’s Fort State Historic Park  

2701 L Street 23 

Total in Attendance at Public Meetings 285 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scoping Questions 
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Access 

Administrative Activities 

Economic Opportunity 



Historical Context/Information  

Legal Issues/Private Property Concerns 

Location/Mapping of Trail 

Partnerships 

Protection of Trail Resources 



Recreation/Tourism/Interpretation Opportunities 

Route Inclusion/Expansion 

Significance 

Support for Trail Designation 

Trail Significance 

Trail Resources 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 









Bureau of Land Management  

United States Forest Service  



National Trail Associations, Partner Organizations, Universities, and Historical 
Societies  







Federally Recognized American Indian Tribes  





State Historic Preservation Offices  

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service  

California, Hawaii, Idaho, Nevada, Oregon, Washington, American Samoa, 

Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam and the Pacific Trust Territories 

Arizona, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas

Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Ohio, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, and Wisconsin 

Colorado, Kansas, Montana, Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dakota, Utah, and 

Wyoming California, Nevada

Other Federal Offices Contacted 







NPS Units, Offices, and Affiliated Sites  

Department of Transportation Offices  



State Park and Tourism Related Offices  

Cities and Counties  











Newspaper and Press 







Radio and Television Stations  
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 Registered Professional Archaeologist and Certified Public Historian, Rock 

Springs, Wyoming

 
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 

 

 

 

 ecutive Director/Superintendent, Silver State Charter Schools, 

Carson City, NV 

 Del Spencer 

 Jim Beason note forwarded by Jack and Pat Fletcher to Lee Kreutzer 

 Robert Carson, Whitman College 

 





















‐

‐





ύ





















  

  



  

  

  

  
********************************************************** 
Jeanne M. Goetz, Archaeologist 
Goosenest Ranger District, Klamath National Forest 
37805 Highway 97, Macdoel, CA 96058 
(530) 398-5742, jgoetz@fs.fed.us 
**********************************************************

I attended the NPS scoping meeting in The Dalles June 4. I'm a member of OHTAC. Thank you for your 
presentation. There was discussion re: possibly extending the time frame for trails. The example given was the 
1841-1848 time frame for the Oregon Trail. I was thinking about that and offer the following perspective. 

  
The beginning of the Great Westward Migration was assigned the year 1840. The closing of the Frontier was 
1890. This means that Americans were finally everywhere. Technically, after 1890, there were no more pioneers 
or settlers, only people moving into already established communities. My suggestion would be to have 1890 as 
the final year for trail consideration. 

  
Thank you again for your presentation and best of luck with the project. 

  
John Hayes

Gretchen 

  

I attended the recent feasibility study held in Rock Springs, Wyoming regarding the proposal for 

adding additional historic routes to the NHTs. I am with the Wyoming Department of Transportation. I 

tried to provide comments via the internet but the address listed was not found. Therefore, I am 

providing you these comments direct for inclusion into the study.  

  

If trails get added or included into the system based upon this study and there is a desire to have them 

signed on our roadway system please consider the following: 

  

-An agreement or memorandum of understanding should be pursed covering topics regarding sign 

installations. This agreement should be with the National Park Service and WYDOT. Topics of this 

agreement may include material supplies, installation and maintenance procedures, costs, 

modifications to existing signs (if any), etc. A point of contact at this time for WYDOT would be Paul 

Jones, Assistant State Traffic Engineer (307-777-4370) regarding this agreement.  



  

- The NPS will be required to supply the trail logos for inclusion onto the signs. 

- The NPS will be required to supply WYDOT with exact locations for sign placements.  

  

Thank you for your time regarding this matter. If there are any questions or concerns regarding these 

comments please feel free to contact me.  

   

Damon Newsome, District Traffic Engineer, Rock Springs, WY 

Gretchen, 
Here’s a website of interest for the trail proposed along Highway 6 in Iowa. 
  
http://www.whitepoleroad.com/home.html 
  
Best wishes, Rick Dressler

Gretchen, 
I have word that you folks are exploring some of the short cuts off the main 
Oregon Trail. My wife Rachel and I have explored the Free Emigrant Road for 
the last 36 years. We live in Oakridge, Oregon. I am the Curator of our local 
Oakridge Museum. For about the last 10 years there has been two main people 
that have helped; Ike Woodruff and Keith Leavitt. We worked close with Carol 
Winkler of the Middle Fork Ranger District. Unfortunately she died before we 
finsished three projects. Unable to find any other land managers to help we 
went ahead and finished the endeavors. 1. To GPS the Trail.  2. To Mark the 
trail and  3. To create a map. We have maps and information available. 
  
Del Spencer 
Oakridge, OR 
Here is a pertinent note from Mr. Beason, the gentleman in Kansas who was wondering if the linear feature 
across his property might be the Cherokee Trail. 
Lee Kreutzer 
National Trails System 
National Park Service 
----- Forwarded by Lee Kreutzer/SANTAFE/NPS on 06/13/2011 09:27 AM ----- 

"Jim and Diana Beason"  

06/12/2011 08:13 PM 

 
To "Jack and Pat Fletcher"  
cc <Lee_Kreutzer@nps.gov>, "Jere and Jan KRAKOW"  
Subject The Trail 
 

  
Good evening all, 

http://www.whitepoleroad.com/home.html


    Thought you might be interested to know I have discovered a bit more information about the trail.  Every 
year we host the Hale, KS Homecomming.  It is always the first Sunday in June and is held in our shop 
building. There are generally about 40 attendies, some from as far away as California, some as close as two 
miles!  I announced our "discovery" of the tracks across our meadow.  Everyone was very interested.  When 
I sat down by my neighbor he said the trail was very obvious in their meadow also.  I don't know why we 
hadn't gotten together on this before...we just hadn't.  He said they had known for years about the trail but 
had no idea what trail it was and he was unaware of the tracks in our meadow!  This would be 
approximately a mile or so from our location and is appropriately located NW of us.  That's all for now. 
  
Have a good evening! 

Jim Beason 
6/2/2011 

I strongly support more trails everywhere, to reduce hiker density and increase 

variety.  Bob 

--  

Robert J. Carson 

Professor of Geology &  Environmental Studies 

Whitman College 

345 Boyer Avenue 

Walla Walla, WA 















 









 



Mormon Trail Association response and input regarding the Long distance Trails Trail Feasibility Study 
scoping meeting held in Salt Lake City, May 31, 2011, sent by Ron Andersen 
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The Golden Pass Road was created as a toll road, used mostly by Forty-niners on their way to the gold 
fields of California. They used the trail by the thousands in 1850, but the exact count does not exist. 
Mormon companies bypassed the route to avoid the tolls.  
 
Between the years 1857-1861, the U.S. Army used a portion of this trail to supply men and equipment 
to Camp Floyd, 40 miles south of Salt Lake City. They used this route to avoid close contact with the 
Mormon population. 
 
The route was improved using territorial funds in 1860 and became THE route from Echo to Salt Lake 
City in the years 1861 to 1868 and later became part of the Interstate Highway system (I-80). 
 

1850 



 

































http://www.nachestrail.org/
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 James E. Budde, Kansas, Missouri 
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 

 





  



Ms Ward; 
 
I was unable to attend any of the recent National Park Service Public meetings regarding Feasibility 

Study Update and Revision/Environmental Assessment. 
 

However two friends attending the Denver and the Independence meetings offered to pass on the 
following for me if they found an opportunity. 
 
I have been researching the L. & P. P. Ex. since 1974 [as time and location permitted] but I am no 
longer able to do any field work and have no connections to any agencies, so if someone were 
interested in picking up the ball I would be delighted to share all of my research. 
 

Therefore I am responding to your offer to accept comments and would appreciate any suggestions.  
And I thank you for your interest.  
 
 





           July 25, 2011 

Gretchen Ward 

P.O. Box 728 

Santa Fe, NM 87504 

 

RE: National Historic Trails Feasibility Study 

 

Dear Ms. Ward: 

 

This letter is in response to your request for comments on the NPS’s feasibility study concerning 

the inclusion of additional historic routes to the existing Oregon, California, Mormon Pioneer, 

and Pony Express National Historic Trails (NHTs). 

 

Topic Question #1 (What do I know…) 

 

Much of what I know and my family has learned has resulted from an almost two decade long 

effort of dragging a camper around the western states each summer. Along the way we crossed 

and re-crossed these trails, stopped innumerable times to read roadside signs, camped overnight 

in unmentionable campsites, and returned home eager to plan for the next summer’s journeys. 

 

I have been an active supporter of the preservative efforts for the Oregon and California Trails 

for well over two decades and have served in various leadership positions in the Oregon-

California Trails Association (OCTA). During this period I have attended twenty plus OCTA 

Conventions that are held each summer at various sites along the Oregon or California Trails. 

OCTA’s annual convention provides an almost week long crash course in the trail history in the 

immediate vicinity and information about other trail histories. 

 

I do not consider myself a trail novice and if per chance someone would call me an “expert” I 

would feel compelled to correct their statement. However, I must admit that many of the 64 

individuals routes are so obscure or insignificant that most would not merit a “mention” in the 

trail history texts. A good example is illustrated in the “Missouri Valley Routes” (PL 111-11, 

page 440-41) which lists 19 routes. 

 

Now if the purpose of this exercise is to bulk up the local trail history then these designations 

might fulfill that purpose for a limited few. But, these marginal additions will only serve to 

confuse the general public about emigrant trail history, discourage further study of the emigrant 

trails because of excessive complexity, and distract the public from focusing on the main 

attraction which are the currently designated NHT’s. 

 

Topic Question #2 (Are there opportunities…) 

 

Yes, there are many opportunities to “enjoy” and “visit” the emigrant trails without adding 

sixty-four (64) new trails. The Budde Family, guided by a faithful guidebook (Franzwa), state 

maps, etc. had no trouble traversing the main stem of the emigrant trails and many of the 

offshoots. This process worked well for the emigrant trails located in rural areas, but no very 

well for trails located in urbanized areas. The trail experience could be sufficiently visualized by 



elementary school children and their parents based upon the existing landmarks, maps and other 

reference sources. This exploring America’s past during the 1970-90 time period and it remains 

available today. During the last two decades there have been significant upgrades to roadside 

trail markings, maps, and signage. There is little need to incorporate a vast new array of little 

known slightly used minor trails which would only serve to confuse and discourage citizen 

participation. 

 

Common sense and only a feeble knowledge of American History readily indicates that the 19
th

 

century Americans tended to stick to the known routes to the west. However, there were others 

who were not content to follow the well worn ruts but were curious enough to try and find a 

shorter, quicker, or easier route. Some were successful while others failed.  While many of these 

lesser know and lightly used routes attract the interest of the population in the immediate 

vicinity, they are little more than a historical curiosity to potential visitors who are content to 

follow the main trail stem. 

 

3) Topic Question #3: How do you currently use…) 

 

The simple answer is that the majority of the 64 trails are barely used at all. OCTA’s Chapters 

plan once or twice a year day long bus treks along or near some of the trails sites. OCTA’s 

annual convention is held at a site somewhere along the Oregon or California Trails and there 

are usually several days devoted to bus tours to popular accessible sites along the trails. In 

addition, there are pre-convention treks (usually in 4WD vehicles) along trails that are generally 

not accessible to the public and are limited to small numbers of attendees (probably less than 

100 attendees/ convention). Finally, there are a small number of individuals who venture out on 

some of these trails conducting individual research. 

 

4) Topic Question #4: Do you think the routes…are historically and nationally significant…?) 

 

A small number of these proposed routes might meet both the historically and nationally 

significance requirement. Some would meet historically significant requirement, but fail the 

nationally requirement. 

 

Historic significance would be the easiest to confirm…what level of published documentation 

(diaries, newspapers, government records, etc.) and/or physical evidence currently exists that 

will support historic claims for this route. 

 

Once you validate the historic claim then you need to establish just how big of a role this route 

played in the big picture of the westward migration. This task is more difficult. For example, 

journal entries may reference a unique route, but give no indication of the numbers of emigrants 

traveling with the party of how often the route was used. 

 

The peak historic activity for all emigrant trails spanned about a twenty-five y ear period. Most 

credible reference sources have estimated that about 500,000 emigrants moved west during the 

period of 1841-1866. 

 



There is little doubt that the currently designated main stem of the Oregon and California NHT’s 

are historically and nationally significant. However, many of the proposed routes make for good 

storytelling, but they fail to meet the documentation rigor that the main stems were required to 

meet. 

 

(i.e. there are nineteen routes listed under the title “Missouri Valley Routes” and while a valid 

case might be made for seven of these routes the remaining twelve routes would not likely meet 

the historically significance requirement.) 

 

In a similar fashion few could doubt the impact of the Oregon and California NHT’s on the 

development of American culture, but even fewer of the nineteen proposed routes could stand 

alone as having exerted a “far reaching” impact on American culture. 

 

5) Topic Question #5: (How might designation of these routes as NHT’s…) 

 

The overall impact of adding all the proposed routes (#64) to the existing NHT’s would be 

discouraging to me personally because this would demonstrate once again the ineffectiveness of 

our nations legislative process and the propensity of our elected representative to respond to 

special interest lobbying groups (i.e. American Hiking Society, The Partnership for the National 

Trails System, etc.). Once again our representatives have approved legislation and passed the 

burden of sorting out the details to the NPS, which is placed in an almost untenable position to 

try and justify the Congressional mandate while fitting the proverbial square peg in the round 

hole of National Trails System Act of 1968. 

 

Personally, I regret the almost million dollar price tag which the NPS will expend in conducting 

this feasibility study on the sixty-four trail segments and I recognize that this represents only a 

small down payment of the overall cost that will be spent in future years for those trail segments 

added to the National Trail System. What is particularity discouraging is the fact that every 

dollar spent on the project will add forty two cents on our national debt, which future 

generations will be forced to pay. I am confident that if my community leaders had a say in this 

process, they could find many projects that would provide a much greater benefit to our 

community than designating some obscure trail segment as a NHT. 

 

In summary, I feel very few of the proposed sixty-four trails meet the qualifications required 

under P.L. 90-543 and I would urge the NPS not to recommend any of these trails at this time. 

 

Sincerely, 

James E. Budde 

Kansas City, MO 

  



FRENCHTOWN 
Historical Foundation 

P.O. Box 1222 
Walla Walla, WA 99362 

July 22, 2011 
 
Lee Kreutzer 
National Trails System 
National Park Service 324 S. 
State, Suite 200 Salt Lake City, 
UT 84111 

 

Re: Oregon Trail-Related Routes 

Ladies & Gentlemen: 

 
I appreciated the opportunity to comment on your consideration of additional routes related to 
the Oregon Trail during your recent public meeting at Fort Walla Walla Museum. 
 
In addition to my oral comments, I am writing to emphasize a variety of reasons why the original 
route of the Oregon Trail past the Whitman Mission National Historic Site and the nearby 
Frenchtown Historic Site on the way to the Columbia River at Fort Walla Walla should be added 
to the official routes of the Oregon Trail. 
 
As requested, I will make these additional comments in the context of the specific questions you are asking 

of study respondents. 

 

1. What do you know about the study routes, their location, uses, and places of interest? 

 
The original wagon route of the Oregon Trail, as led by Marcus Whitman in 1843, came from the 
western foot of the Blue Mountains to the Whitman Mission, from there down the Walla Walla 
River to Fort Walla Walla on the Columbia, and then along the south bank of the Columbia to The 
Dalles. The Whitman Mission, an American post, was the primary place for refuge and 
replenishment for exhausted immigrants and their livestock. Fort Walla Walla, a British Hudson's 
Bay Company post, was a secondary point of reference and aid. 
 
Frenchtown, a dispersed settlement of cabins of former French Canadian HBC employees, their 
Indian wives and Metis children beginning from around 1824, stretched along the Walla Walla 
River and tributary streams from just west of the Whitman Mission about ten miles toward Fort 
Walla Walla. The 27 acre Frenchtown Historic Site opened in 2010 by the Frenchtown Historical 
Foundation is located along the historic Oregon Trail two miles west of the Whitman Mission in 
the heart of Frenchtown and on a key portion of the grounds of the 1855 Battle of Walla Walla 
between natives and immigrants, as well as the 1876 Saint Rose of Lima Mission and Cemetery. 



2. Are there opportunities for the public to enjoy and visit parts of these routes? 

 
The original Oregon Trail between the Whitman Mission and Fort Walla Walla follows Old Highway 
12 past the Frenchtown Historic Site, down the Walla Walla River to Wallula; and from there along 
current US 730 to Umatilla. 

 
In addition to the historical offerings at the Whitman Mission National Historic Site and the 
Frenchtown Historic Site, there are numerous wineries along the route. A further interpretive site 
providing information on Fort Nez Perces/Fort Walla Walla and the related history of the area is 
also being planned at Wallula, including the dramatic geology at Wallula Gap formed by the 
15,000-18,000 year old Missoula Floods, as well as the historic Indian villages and gathering 
grounds there, its goldrush era steamship port, the terminal of the historic Baker Railroad, and the 
beginning of the Mullan Road completed in 1862 linking the Columbia and Missouri 
Rivers. Milton-Freewater, located in the general vicinity of the Oregon Trail between the foot of 
the Blue Mountains and the Whitman Mission, offers a fine local museum, the Frazier Farmstead, 
and the the City of Walla Walla is home to the exceptional Fort Walla Walla Museum as well as the 
Kirkman House Museum. 

 
3. How do you currently use these routes? 

 
I regularly travel both the old and new portions of US Highway 12 from Walla Walla to Wallula 
and beyond, as well as Washington 125 and Oregon 11 from Walla Walla through Milton-
Freewater to Pendleton, and enjoy the beauty of these routes. 

 
4. Do you think the routes are historically and nationally significant? Why or why not? 

 
These routes, as the original Oregon Trail, are essential to telling the story of the dynamics and 
evolution of the Trail, as well as its impacts. Their current omission from the official trail is an 
anomaly that needs to be corrected in the interests of historical integrity as well as traveler 
interest. 

 
5. How might designation of these routes as NHTs affect you and your community? 

 
The Walla Walla area is rightly known as the Cradle of Northwest History. In addition to its many 
fine wineries and other agricultural products, the celebration of its history is an increasingly 
important element in its economic vitality. The inclusion of the original route of the Oregon Trail 
through the Walla Walla Valley in the official Trail designation will help the community and all of 
its institutions thrive. 

 
For more information on the Frenchtown Historic Site, please see our attached brochure as well as our 
website at www.frenchtownpartners.org. 

Sincerely, 

 

Daniel N. Clark, Secretary Frenchtown 
Historical Foundation 

http://www.frenchtownpartners.org/


 
  



 
  



 


