Proposed CenturyLink
Microwave Radio Antenna
Tower in St. Mary

Background

The project is part of a larger statewide
Montana Public Service Commission
requirement mandating CenturyLink to upgrade
telecommunications capabilities at its rural
exchanges (including St. Mary) in
Montana. Telecommunication internet service
offered in the St. Mary area is limited to cellular
modem and satellite services and does not
include the faster and larger capacity DSL
broadband service for resident, visitor and
government internet use. To bring the
telecommunication capacity in the St. Mary area
to a modern standard, CenturyLink (the local
telecommunication provider) has requested
permission from the National Park Service
(NPS) to install a new microwave antenna tower
and dish. The new tower and dish would provide
DSL service to the greater St. Mary area and
improve the reliability and speed of internet
access.

The new tower would be located next to the
existing NPS telecommunication building at the
St. Mary administrative and maintenance area
in Glacier National Park (GNP). It would be an
approximately 80-foot tall, three-legged steel
lattice structure supported on a concrete footing.
Existing NPS radio communication equipment
and the CenturyLink microwave dish would be
co-located on the tower. The NPS'’s existing 50-
foot radio tower would be removed. The new
tower would be designed to provide a direct line
of sight to the CenturyLink Divide Mountain
transfer station and accommodate NPS
equipment for 360 degree radio coverage.

CenturyLink currently maintains a tele-
communication equipment building at the site
under a NPS special use permit. The microwave
dish signal would be routed to the existing
CenturyLink equipment building.

___________________________________________________________________|
Background Continued
The new tower and dish would be the end point of
a new microwave radio transport system originat-
ing in Shelby, Montana. The project is also antici-
pated to provide improved radio system coverage
to the NPS internal communication system in the
St. Mary developed area and backcountry.

Objectives

e Support state-wide initiative to upgrade
telecommunication facilities in small rural
exchanges.

e Conduct work in such a way that impacts
to GNP resources are minimized.

e Conduct work so GNP radio
communication capabilities would not be
interrupted.

Microwave Radio Transmission Route

Alternatives ldentified to Date

No Action— Telecommunication
capabilities would not be upgraded.
Proposed Action —Construct an
approximately 80-foot tall tower with a
CenturyLink 6-foot diameter microwave
dish and one to three NPS antennas. The
existing NPS 50-foot tower at the St. Mary
administrative and maintenance area
would be removed.

Concerns and Issues

Potential impacts to Historic National
Register properties in GNP.

Impacts to the Divide Creek floodplain.
Changes to visitor experience and aesthetics
in the St. Mary area.

Changes to visual resources and the
viewshed.

Existing NPS 50-foot tower
and radio antennas
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