
National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

Cape Cod National Seashore
Date: 11/23/2011

Categorical Exclusion Form

Project: Removal of 6 structures from North Beach Island, Chatham, MA
PEPC Project Number: 38597
Project Description:

Remove and dispose of the five houses owned by the National Park Service (NPS) known as the Bloomer, Carroll,
Crowell, Dubis and Lumpkin cottages, complete and in their entirety, from the north end of North Beach Island in
Chatham, MA. A small NPS-owned shed (approximately 10' X 12') on the eastern shore of the island that had been
used by the Town may also be included in the removal contract. Demolition may be preceeded by burning of one or
more of the structures. The structures are at risk of substantial property damage during coastal storms, including
powerful "northeasters" and hurricanes, so elimination of hazards to the structures, and to public safety and
navigation will result from the project.

North Beach Island is a rapidly eroding sand barrier beach island recently separated from the mainland at Nauset
Beach. The beach, dune and coastal bank landforms are migrating. Site conditions change with each tidal cycle.
Some offshore areas are very shallow, while others drop off to depth quickly. The island is eroding at approximately
80 feet per year in some areas and is fully exposed to the forces of any storms. Because of the rapid rate of erosion,
the NPS plans to remove these five houses before they are destroyed by wave action or storms, and remains of the
shed that was destroyed through storm action in late October.

There is no alternative to this action that is environmentally responsible because the structures will not last in such a
vulnerable, rapidly eroding environment. If the structures are not lost to storms and are not removed prior to being
surrounded by water, then access and permitting restrictions would make the removal more difficult and the project
more damaging to the environment.

All five houses and the shed were rebuilt on pilings in the early 1990s after being destroyed during the No Name
Storm of 1991. The scope of work is being refined, and work protocols will be finalized prior to the structure
removal.

The NPS preferred timetable for this activity is 2012.

Project Locations:

Location
County: Barnstable
District:
Geo. Marker:

Mitigation(s):

State:
Section:
Other:

MA

map

• Contractor to used established routes and disturbed areas as per pre-approved map/protocol.



Describe the category used to exclude action from further NEPA analysis and indicate the number
of the category (see Section 3-4 of 00-12):

EA Removal of non-historic materials and structures in order to restore natural conditions.

On the basis of the environmental impact information in the statutory compliance file, with which I
am familiar, I am categorically excluding the described project from further NEPA analysis. No
exceptional circumstances (e.g. all boxes in the ESF are marked "no") or conditions in Section 3-6
apply, and the action is fully described in Section 3-4 of 00-12.

Superintendent:

NPS Contact:

-~-
George E. Price, Jr.

Date:

Date:
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