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Figure A-1.  Scoping Letter 

 
 

 
 
L7617 
PIN 10392 
 
 
 
October 23, 2007 
 
Dear Interested Party: 
 
The National Park Service (NPS) proposes to implement a new trail plan (Trail Plan) for the Roanoke 
Valley section of the Blue Ridge Parkway (Parkway). The Trail Plan, which would be between the 
Roanoke Valley Greenway Commission (Commission) and the Parkway, would be from Stewarts Knob, 
Milepost 110.6 to Masons Knob, Milepost 126.2. The intent of this project is to develop a safe and 
integrated trail system that would provide critical linkages between the Roanoke Valley greenway trail 
network, Parkway trails, and the community. This trail system would provide the public with a greatly 
enhanced range of trail opportunities as well as provide Parkway trail planning, mapping and 
rehabilitation assistance from the Roanoke Valley Greenway Commission.  
 
An Environmental Assessment (EA)  will be prepared to describe the affected environment and analyze 
potential impacts associated with a No Action Alternative and two action alternatives. 
The alternatives address unauthorized trail use between the park motor road and sites off of the Parkway, 
improvement and maintenance of existing trails, new trails and multi- use including mountain biking on 
the Chestnut Ridge Trail. This EA will analyze alternatives and the resulting decision will establish the 
future direction for how the NPS would work with the Commission, biking and horse advocacy groups 
and the community at large. As previously stated, a Trail Plan would be implemented that would provide 
a safe and integrated trail system linking Parkway trails, the Roanoke Valley Greenway Trail network and 
the community, as well as close unauthorized trails and designate authorized trail connections. 
 
Project Background 
On November 1, 2001, the Roanoke Valley Greenway Commission and Blue Ridge Parkway signed a 
General Agreement allowing the Commission to assist with trail planning, mapping and rehabilitation 
under the direction of Parkway staff. In the spring of 2002, discussions were  
 
initiated between Parkway staff and the Commission to explore options for development of an integrated 
system that would provide critical linkages between the two systems, providing the public with a greatly 
enhanced range of trail opportunities. 
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Inventory and assessment of the Roanoke trail system began in June 2002 in conjunction with an 
International Mountain Bicycling Association (IMBA) trail building school hosted at Explore Park. 
During the school many of the trails on and around the Parkway were walked and examined to determine 
the potential for a valley-wide trail system that connected to the Parkway.  
 
A vision of several loop trails began to emerge, using portions of the Roanoke Greenway system and 
Blue Ridge Parkway lands. A draft “Roanoke Valley/Blue Ridge Parkway Trail Plan” had been 
completed by January 2004 and as a result of this the Chestnut Ridge Trail has been improved and the 
Wolf Creek Greenway connection has been constructed. Condition inventory and mapping on several 
Parkway trails has also been accomplished.   
 
In fiscal year 2001 the Parkway initiated a general management plan (GMP). One of the components to 
be addressed in that planning process is trail use and management. As work progressed with the 
development of alternatives within the GMP, the question on how to proceed with trail planning in the 
Roanoke Valley had been a point of debate internally. Thus, the January 2004 draft “Roanoke 
Valley/Blue Ridge Parkway Trail Plan” has not been fully implemented by the NPS. From 2004 to 2006, 
further progress on the part of NPS management to implement the Roanoke trail planning initiative was 
delayed while awaiting the outcome of the GMP alternatives selection in regards to recreation and 
general park-wide trail proposals.  
 
In January 2006, the Parkway decided to move forward with detailed trail planning and environmental 
compliance for the Roanoke Valley trails due to two specific reasons. First, after public criticism when 
Parkway staff closed an unauthorized social trail, the NPS decided to fully review the extent of 
unauthorized trails in the Roanoke Valley. A major problem was revealed as numerous unauthorized 
access trails connecting with public roads and private property were found to exist along the entire length 
of the Roanoke Valley section of the Parkway. To fully address the public’s desire for additional access 
to the Parkway motor road and trails, more in-depth and immediate planning and compliance would be 
required.  
 
Secondly, NPS management approved the GMP alternative concepts, one of which proposes an 
integration of Parkway and Greenway trails and the potential for multi-use trails in the Roanoke Valley. 
The GMP establishes mission, purpose and significance parameters for the more detailed planning and 
compliance now underway with this proposed Trail Plan. 
 
An initial public meeting was conducted in January 2006 to gather stakeholder’s ideas and issues related 
to Parkway trails and trail linkages with Greenways and the community. During 2006 Parkway planning 
staff conducted in-depth inventory and analysis on authorized and unauthorized trails on Parkway land in 
this area. In January 2007 Parkway staff worked with Roanoke County and Roanoke Valley Greenway 
Commission staff, and biking and equestrian stakeholder groups in a two-day design charette. The intent 
of the charette was to develop options for how best to proceed with trail planning and the outcome of that 
work established the preliminary alternatives to be presented and analyzed in the proposed Trail Plan/EA.  
Preliminary Alternatives 
Three preliminary alternatives for the proposed project are currently being considered by BLRI.   
The issue of unauthorized access trails will be addressed the same in all of the alternatives with the 
designation of new authorized trail connections being proposed in the two action alternatives.  
 
Unauthorized trails will be closed once this proposed plan and environmental assessment analysis is 
completed.  
 
The alternatives include: 
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1. Alternative A (No Action): NPS would continue to maintain with volunteers and present funding 
existing authorized trails with no new trail construction. There would be no new Roanoke 
Greenway connections to the Parkway trail system. Bicycle access to the motor road would only 
be allowed from existing at-grade public road connections to the Parkway.  

 
2. Alternative B: Proposals in this alternative address current and future trail needs along the 

Roanoke Valley section of the Parkway from Milepost 110.6 to 126.2 in a comprehensive 
manner. Existing Parkway trails would be brought up to NPS standards utilizing volunteers and 
outside funding sources. Some abandoned trails on park land would be reestablished. In some 
locations multiple social trails would be consolidated and unneeded trails would be closed. New 
loop and connector trails would be constructed at several locations. New bicycle and pedestrian 
accesses and parking areas would be established at various locations to provide safe access to the 
motor road and trails. New trailhead parking for hikers and horseback users would be provided at 
various locations. Several connections between Parkway trails and the Roanoke Greenway trail 
system would be authorized.   

 
3. Alternative C: Implement the same proposals as presented in Alternative B with the addition of a 

one-year pilot project. This pilot project would allow mountain bike use on Chestnut Ridge Trail 
for a period of one year, after which NPS management would decide whether or not to continue 
multi-use on this trail. The proposed Trail Plan/EA will identify the parameters that will be used 
to evaluate the affects the project would have on park resources, visitor use conflicts, Parkway 
staffing requirements to manage the multi-use trail, etc.   

 
Note: Three Study Section Maps detailing more specifics of the preliminary alternatives are available 
online at the address below for public review. 
 
Public Scoping 
 
Pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, the Council on Environmental 
Quality (CEQ) NEPA regulations, (40 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 1500 to 1508), and the 
National Park Service (NPS) NEPA compliance guidelines (DO-12), the NPS is presently conducting an 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for this project.  The EA will investigate the potential for effects on any 
environmental resources resulting from this proposal.  
We welcome your comments, suggestions, or other inputs concerning this project to help us identify 
issues of concern and interest and ensure that the EA thoroughly addresses potential effects of the 
proposal.  Your participation will aid BLRI in making a well-informed decision about whether and how to 
proceed with this project. 
 
If you would like to provide comments on this project or request a copy of the EA, you may do so using 
the NPS Planning, Environment, and Public Comment (PEPC) Internet-based system. Persons wishing to 
provide comments on the proposed project are asked to please submit all comments by December 1, 
2007. Comments can be made directly online by going to the following link: 
http://parkplanning.nps.gov/projectHome.cfm?parkId=355&projectId=10392. 
 
Written comments may also be submitted to:   
 
 

Blue Ridge Parkway 
Attn: Suzette Molling 

199 Hemphill Knob Road 
Asheville, North Carolina 28803-8686 
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It is the practice of the NPS to make all comments, including the names and addresses of respondents who 
provide the comments, available for public review following the conclusion of the scoping process.  
Individuals may request that the NPS withhold their name and/or address from public disclosure.  If you 
wish to do this, you must state this prominently at the beginning of your comment.  Commentators using 
the PEPC website can make such a request by checking the box "keep my contact information private." 
The NPS will honor such requests to the extent allowable by law, but you should be aware that the NPS 
may still be required to disclose your name and address pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act.   

 
Comments will also be accepted at an Open House Public Meeting to be held on Thursday, November 15, 
2007. The public meeting will be held from 3 p.m. to 8 p.m. at Virginia’s Explore Park Visitor Center 
Auditorium, Milepost 115.1 on the Blue Ridge Parkway.  Members of the public may stop by at any time 
during these hours to meet with Parkway staff and share ideas.  
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Figure A-2.  News Release 
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Figure A-3. Mt. Rogers Planning District Commission Comment Letter 
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 Figure A-4. Roanoke Valley Greenways Comment Letter 
 
 

 
 
                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November 30, 2007 
 
To: Blue Ridge Parkway 
c/o Suzette Molling 
 
Re: Comments on the Blue Ridge Parkway Trail Plan and Maps 
 
Thank you to staff for providing opportunity for the public to review the trail maps at the November 
15, 2007 input session. Several Greenway Commission   members attended this meeting. The 
Greenway Commission remains committed to working with the Blue Ridge Parkway on improving the 
Parkway trail system and providing linkages to greenways. The Commission is also supportive of the 
comments provided to you in July from the Roanoke Trails Group. 
 
Additional comments based on review of these final maps, starting on the northern end. 
 
1. We agree in concept with the closure of unauthorized trails, but want to be sure that Parkway staff is 
the party responsible for taking this action. This is a very contentious issue for those people using 
access points that have existed for years. We understand that people do not want to have to drive to an 
access point when the Parkway trail is directly adjacent to their property, and thus think it will be 
difficult for the Parkway to enforce the closures. However, as we work together to improve trail 
conditions, use will probably increase and illegal activity may thus decrease.  
 
2. As stated previously in the Roanoke Trails Group comments of July 10, 2007, we believe that a 
paved access point for bicyclists in the Mountain View area is greatly needed. Mountain View road 
improvements have recently been completed, including bicycle lanes, and this has become even more 
important to bicyclists as a loop connection back to town. We recommend that the new paved access at 
the Vinton office be completed prior to closure of the “Deer Trail”. While the closure is included in all 
alternatives, the new access is only in Alternatives B and C. All alternatives need a legal and safe way 
for bicyclists to exit the Parkway. 
 
 
3. Between Hardy Road and the river, we consider that this trail exists but needs maintenance and 
reopening, just as we helped you with maintenance and reopening of the trail between Stewart’s Knob 
and Route 24. This maintenance and reopening should be allowed under Alternative A, as well as B 
and C. 
 
4. The plan should clearly specify that a trail bridge is needed at the river. We understand that funding 
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is not currently available, but the bridge should be in the plan for all alternatives.  
 
5. The existing crossing at Rutrough Road is in a dangerous location. When in the field with the group, 
we considered moving the crossing of Rutrough west of the Parkway. The map indicates assessing the 
safety of the new social trail crossing of the Parkway, but I would suggest that relooking at Rutrough 
needs to be included in that assessment. 
 
6. The trail currently exists between Jae Valley Road and Sizemore Road and thus should not be 
yellow. Alternative A should indicate the trail exists and needs maintenance. 
 
7. The Roanoke Trails Group requested consideration of crossing Jae Valley Road along the edge of 
the Parkway. This is one of the most dangerous road crossings and needs either safety improvements 
with VDOT or allowance for staying on the Parkway shoulder. 
 
8. We would like the Parkway to maintain an option of building new pedestrian trails on Roanoke 
Mountain in the future. 
 
9. On the Mill Mountain end, where greenway connections are shown on each side of Mill Mountain 
Spur Road, the box points to the wrong trail. (The colors are correct.) We request that this connection 
be allowed under all alternatives. 
 
10. We request that the access from West Ridge Road behind the campground be developed as 
authorized access under all alternatives. 
 
11. As noted during the public meeting, the Greenway Plan includes a “Perimeter Trail”, a portion of 
which is along the Parkway from Adney Gap to Salt Pond Road on the National Forest. Much of this is 
outside your study area, but some parts – from 220 to Buck Mtn Overlook and from Starlight Lane to 
Masons Knob Overlook – are within the current study area. Thus these areas could be marked with 
boxes that indicate future Parkway trail development in conjunction with Roanoke Valley Greenways. 
 
Many thanks to Deirdre and David for their hard work in assessing the conditions and building 
relationships with local trail users. The Greenway Commission looks forward to continuing our 
cooperative relationship. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Liz Belcher 
Roanoke Valley Greenway Coordinator 
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Figure A-5. VADEQ Comment Letter 
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Figure A-6. International Mountain Biking Association Comment Letter 
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Figure A-7. Roanoke Planning Building & Economic Development Comment Letter 

 



U.S. National Park Service                                             Roanoke Valley / Blue Ridge Parkway Trail Plan 
Blue Ridge Parkway                                                                                                Environmental Assessment 
 

Appendix A  80 
 

 



U.S. National Park Service                                             Roanoke Valley / Blue Ridge Parkway Trail Plan 
Blue Ridge Parkway                                                                                                Environmental Assessment 
 

Appendix A  81 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



U.S. National Park Service                                             Roanoke Valley / Blue Ridge Parkway Trail Plan 
Blue Ridge Parkway                                                                                                Environmental Assessment 
 

Appendix A  82 
 

 
Figure A-8. Roanoke Valley–Alleghany Regional Commission Comment Letter 
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Figure A-9. THPO Consultation Letters 
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Figure A-10. ACHP Consultation Letter 
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Table A-1.  Persons Who Received the Scoping Letter 

Ms. Cathryn Gilliam 
National Parks Conservation 
Association     
Post Office Box 1003 
Staunton, Virginia 24402 

Mr. Erik Davis 
USFWS,  
Ecological Services 
Virginia Field Office  
6669 Short Lane 
Gloucester, Virginia 23061 
 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Norfolk District Office  
803 Front Street  
Norfolk, Virginia 23510-1096 

Honorable Bob Goodlatte 
10 Franklin Road, SE Suite 540 
Roanoke, Virginia 24011 

Ms. Susan Mills 
Executive Director 
Friends of the Blue Ridge Parkway 
Salem, Virginia 24153 

Ms. Ellie Irons, Program 
Manager 
VADEQ 
Office of Environmental Impact 
Review 
629 East Main Street 
Richmond, Virginia 23219 
 

S. Rene Hypes 
Project Review Coordinator 
VA DCR Natural Heritage 
Program 
217 Governor St., Suite 312 
Richmond, Virginia  23219-
2094 
 

Brian Moyer 
VA DGIF 
Environmental Services Section  
4010 West Broad Street 
Richmond, Virginia 23230 
 

Bud LaRoche 
VA DGIF 
4010 West Broad Street 
Richmond, Virginia 23230 
 

Elleanore Daub 
Environmental Program Planner 
VA DEQ 
PO Box 1105 
Richmond, Virginia 23218 
 

Keith R. Tignor 
Endangered Species Coordinator 
VA DACS 
Office of Plant and Pest Service 
2943 Peters Creek Rd, Suite E 
Roanoke, Virginia 24019 
 

Jeff Madden 
VA Marine Resources 
Commission 
Habitat Management Division 
2600 Washington Avenue 
Newport News, Virginia 23607-
0756 
 

Kathleen Kilpatrick 
State Historic Preservation 
Officer 
VA DHR 
2801 Kensington Avenue  
Richmond, Virginia 23221 
 

Dr. Houck Medford 
Executive Director 
Blue Ridge Parkway Foundation 
PO Box 10427 - Salem Station 
Winston-Salem, North Carolina 
27108 

Mr. Mark McClain 
Sierra Club 
907 Greenbrier Ct 
Salem, Virginia 24153 
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Table A-2.  Public Scoping Content Analysis Report 


