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SUMMARY

In accordance with the N ational Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) the Nati onal Park Service (NPS) 1 s
preparing this Environmental Assessment (EA) and recommendations to be implemented which impact
the Roanoke Valley Trail System within the lands adm inistered by the Blue Ridge Parkway (Parkway ).
The intent of this project is to determ ine whether de velopment of an integrated trail sy stem that would
provide critical linkages between the Roanoke Valle y Greenways trail network and the Blue Ridge
Parkway is appropriate after consideration of project impacts. This trail system would provide the public
with a greatly enhanced range of trail opportunities as well as provide the Parkway with rehabilitation and
general maintenance assistance from the Roanoke Valley Greenway Commission (Commission) and
associated trail groups.

The purpose of this EA is to describe the affected environment and analyze potential impacts associated
with a no action alternative and two action alternatives. Impacts to soils would be minor and adverse in
the short-term and negligible and adverse in the long-term. Impacts to water resources would be minor
and adverse in the short-term. Impacts to vegetation would be minor and adverse in the short-term.
Impacts to wildlife would be negligible and adverse in the short-term. Impacts to visitor use and
experience would be minor and adverse in the short-term and beneficial in the long-term, unless user
conflicts could not be mitigated. Impacts to human health and safety would be long-term and beneficial.
Impact to archeological resources would be negligible. Impacts to park operations would be long-term,
minor to moderate and adverse.

Completion of this Trail Plan/EA does not mean that implementation of specific recommendations would
be forthcoming. Implementation is dependent upon future funding availability, competing park priorities,
and budget realities. Implementation of some phases of this plan may be many years into the future; this
plan does not guarantee the existence of future park funds.

Note Regarding Public Comment

If you wish to comment on the Environmental Assessment, you may do so online (our preference) at the
NPS planning website “Planning, Environment, and Public Comment” http://parkplanning.nps.gov, or
you may mail comments to: Blue Ridge Parkway, Attn: Suzette Molling, Environmental Protection
Specialist; 199 Hemphill Knob Road; Asheville, North Carolina 28803.

Public comment will be accepted through September 12, 2011. Our practice is to make comments, including
names, home addresses, home phone numbers and email addresses of respondents, available for public
review. Individual respondents may request that we withhold their names and/or home addresses, etc.,

but if you wish to consider withholding this information you must state this prominently at the beginning

of your comments. Commentators using the website can make such a request by checking the box "keep
my contact information private." Comments are typically treated as a public record and made available

for public review. Individuals may request that the NPS withhold their name and address from

disclosure. Such requests will be honored to the extent allowable by law.
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