ASSATEAGUE ISLAND NATIONAL SEASHORE
Proposed Increase in Camping Fees


The authority to charge recreational fees at National Parks stems from the 2004 Federal Lands Recreation Enhancement Act.  The law requires that recreational fees are appropriate to the benefits and services provided, and comparable to fees charged by others in the local area for similar benefits and services.

A recently completed Comparability Review evaluated camping services and costs at several public and privately operated campgrounds in the general vicinity of Assateague Island National Seashore (ASIS).  The results of that review found that the camping fees at ASIS were significantly underpriced, even in consideration of the different levels of services and amenities provided.  The Review recommended across the board increases in the park’s camping fees.

The National Park Service has chosen to act on the recommendations of the Comparability Review and is proposing to increase the fees charged for all types of camping offered at ASIS.   If adopted, the proposed new camping fees would take effect in January 2012.

The following summarizes existing camping fees and the proposed new fees:

	
	Existing Fees
	Proposed Fees

	Regular Camp Site
Oceanside and Bayside
	$20/site/night 4/15 to 10/15
$15/site/night 10/16 to 4/14
	$25/site/night 4/15 to 10/15
$20/site/night 10/16 to 4/14

	Group Camp Site 7-25 people
	$30/site/night
	$40/site/night

	Horse Camp Site Max 6 people + 6 horses
	$25/site/night
	$30/site/night

	Backcountry Camping Permit
	$5/permit
	$6/permit




The public is encouraged to comment on the proposed fee changes.  Comments will be accepted through August 19, 2011.  After reviewing the public comments and other pertinent information, the National Park Service will make a final decision that may include some, all, or none of the proposed changes.  
