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AB S  TRACT 

More t h a n  9 0  p e r c e n t  o f  S e q u o i a  a n d  K i n g s  Canyon N a t i o n a l  P a r k s  i s  
' !backcountry," l y i n g  beyond t h e  r o a d s  a n d  d e v e l o p e d  s i t e s  a n d  a c c e s s i b l e  
o n l y  by t r a i l  on f o o t  o r  w i t h  pack and s a d d l e  s tock.  The g o a l  of managing 
t h i s  " b a c k c o u n t r y "  w i l d e r n e s s  i s  to p r o v i d e  for e n j o y m e n t  w i t h o u t  
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i m p a i r i n g  p a r k  r e s o u r c e s ,  t h e  n a t u r a l  p r o c e s s e s  which shape 
them, o r  t h e  q u a l i t y  of e x p e r i e n c e  d i s t i n c t i v e  t o  them. T h i s  p l a n  r e p l a c e s  
t h e  Backcountry  Management P l a n ,  4-27-76, b r i n g i n g  t o g e t h e r  t h e  p r a c t i c e s  
t h a t  h a v e  c o n t i n u e d  a s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  i t ,  a n d  t h o s e  t h a t  h a v e  d e v e l o p e d  i n  
t h e  y e a r s  s i n c e  1976. 

The P l a n  d i s c u s s e s  t h e  a p p r o a c h  t o  b a c k c o u n t r y  management  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  
ach ievement  of t h e  above  g o a l ,  and p r o v i d e s  an  o v e r v i e w  of t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  
and r e s o u r c e s  i n  t h e  backcountry .  The p l a n  a l s o  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  management 
o b j e c t i v e s  f o r  v a r i o u s  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  backcount ry  and t h e  p o l i c i e s  and 
a c t i o n s  r e q u i r e d  t o  imp1 ement them. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  o f  S e q u o i a  and K i n g s  Canyon N a t i o n a l  P a r k s  a r e  
o u t s t a n d i n g  e x a m p l e s  o f  S o u t h e r n  S i e r r a  e c o s y s t e m s .  They i n c l u d e  t h e  
h i g h e s t  and most rugged p o r t i o n s  of t h e  S i e r r a  Nevada. E l e v a t i o n s  range  
f r o m  1 , 4 0 0  f e e t  t o  t h e  summit o f  Mount Whi tney  w h i c h ,  a t  1 4 , 4 9 4  f e e t ,  i s  
t h e  h i g h e s t  p o i n t  i n  t h e  con t iguous  48  s t a t e s .  

Vege t a t i on  v a r i e s  from open savannah  and c h a p a r r a l  on t h e  f o o t h i l l  s l o p e s  
( B a k e r  e t  a l .  1 9 8 1 ;  Hanes  1977 )  upward t h r o u g h  f o r e s t s  of  p o n d e r o s a  p i n e  
and g i a n t  s equo i a ,  r ed  and w h i t e  f i r ,  l o d g e p o l e  p i n e ,  mixed s u b a l p i n e ,  and 
f o x t a i l  p i n e  ( V a n k a t  and  M a j o r  1 9 7 8 ,  R u n d e l  e t  a l . ,  1977 )  t o  t h e  p l a n t  
communities of mountain c r a g s ,  a l p i n e  meadows, and b o u l d e r  f i e l d s  (Major 
and  T a y l o r  1 9 7 7 ,  B e n e d i c t  1981 ) .  Numerous l a k e s  and  s t r e a m s  a r e  a l s o  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  f e a t u r e s  of t h e  h i g h e r  e l e v a t i o n s .  

The C a l i f o r n i a  W i l d e r n e s s  Ac t  o f  1 9 8 4  ( S e p t e m b e r  1 9 ,  1984 )  d e s i g n a t e d  
736 ,980  a c r e s  o f  S e q u o i a  a n d  K ing  Canyon N a t i o n a l  P a r k s  a s  W i l d e r n e s s .  
Approximately  35,500 a c r e s  i n  t h e  Redwood Mountain/North Fork of t h e  Kaweah 
and 56,250 a c r e s  on t h e  Hocket t  P l a t e a u  remain a s  proposed w i l d e r n e s s ,  and 
w i l l  con t i nue  t o  be managed a s  such. 

Sequoia  and Kings Canyon N a t i o n a l  Pa rk s  were d e s i g n a t e d  a s  an I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
B i o s p h e r e  R e s e r v e  o n  O c t o b e r  1 0 ,  1 9 7 6  by t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  E d u c a t i o n a l  
S c i e n t i f i c  and C u l t u r a l  Organ i za t i ons  Programme on Man and t h e  Biosphere .  
A s  such t h e  Parks  a r e  recognized  a s  a  p a r t  of t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  network of 
Biosphere  Reserves .  Th i s  network of o u t s t a n d i n g  p r o t e c t e d  samples  of t h e  
w o r l d ' s  m a j o r  e c o s y s t e m  t y p e s  i s  d e v o t e d  t o  c o n s e r v a t i o n  o f  n a t u r e  and  
s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  of man. I t  p r o v i d e s  a  s t a n d a r d  a g a i n s t  
which can be measured t h e  e f f e c t s  of modern man on t h e  environment .  

1.1. Natura  1 Resource Management 

Unique ecosystems r e q u i r e  s p e c i a l  management a t t e n t i o n .  The Parks '  Rev i s ed  
N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e  Management P l a n  a n d  P r o g r a m  ( J a n u a r y  1 9 8 6 )  a d d r e s s  i n  
d e t a i l  management  o b j e c t i v e s ,  p o l  i c i e s ,  and  a c t i o n s  w h i c h  p r o v i d e  
p r o t e c t i o n ,  s t u d y ,  and  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h e  h e a l t h  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  p a r k  
r e s o u r c e s  and  n a t u r a l  e c o s y s t e m s .  S p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  i n  t h e  P l a n  i s  
p rov ided  t o :  

- - S o i l  and v e g e t a t i o n ,  w i t h  e m p h a s i s  o n  r a r e ,  e n d a n g e r e d  o r  t h r e a t e n e d  
p l a n t  s p e c i e s ,  hazard  t r e e  management, e x o t i c  p l a n t s ,  p l a n t  d i s e a s e ,  and 
meadow p r o t e c t i o n  and management.. 

- -F i sh  and w i l d l i f e ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  r a r e  C a l i f o r n i a  b i g h o r n  s h e e p  and  
w o l v e r i n e ,  t h e  t h r e a t e n e d  L i t t l e  Ke rn  g o l d e n  t r o u t ,  and  t h e  e n d a n g e r e d  
C a l i f o r n i a  c o n d o r  and  p e r e g r i n e  f a 1  con ,  w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  o b s e r v e d  h e r e .  
B l ack  bea r  and mule  dee r  a r e  common l a r g e r  forms of w i l d l i f e .  

- -A i r  and wa t e r  qua1 i t y ,  w i th  emphasis on mon i to r i ng  wa t e r  q u a l i t y ,  a s  i t  
i s  a f f e c t e d  by v i s i t o r  u se ,  and a i r  q u a l i t y  and i t s  e f f e c t s  on a q u a t i c  and 
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t e r r e s t r i a l  e c o s y s  tems. A s i g n i f i c a n t  s t u d y  program i s  now underway t h a t  
w i l l  e v a l u a t e  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  a c i d  d e p o s i t i o n  o n  P a r k  e c o s y s t e m s ;  t h e  
i n f l u e n c e  o f  ozone on i m p o r t a n t  t r e e  s p e c i e s  i s  a l s o  b e i n g  s t u d i e d .  

- - F i r e ,  w h i c h  t h r o u g h  a  s e p a r a t e  f i r e  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n ,  i s  b e i n g  
r e i n t r o d u c e d  i n  t h e  Parks '  ecosystems.  ( F i r e  Management P l a n ,  A p r i l  1984 
R e v i s i o n )  

--Cave r e s o u r c e s ,  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  managed t h r o u g h  a  s e p a r a t e  p l a n  t o  b e  
d e v e l o p e d  t h a t  w i l l  i d e n t i f y  l i m i t s  o n  t h e  t i m i n g ,  amount  a n d  t y p e s  o f  
a c t i v i t i e s  a 1  lowed. 

1.2. Cu l t u r a  1 Resource  Management 

Wi th in  t h e  backcount ry  a r e  many u n i q u e  c u l t u r a l  and h i s t o r i c a l  r e s o u r c e s  
i n c l u d i n g  remnants  o f  p r e h i s t o r i c  nomadic I n d i a n  t r i b e s ,  a r t i f a c t s  l e f t  by 
e a r l y  e x p l o r e r s  a n d  s e t t l e r s ,  c a b i n s  b u i l t  a n d  u s e d  by e a r l y  p a r k  
employees ,  e t c .  For hundreds  of y e a r s ,  t h e  w i l d  r e a c h e s  o f  t h e  P a r k s  h a v e  
d r a w n  p e o p l e  who h a v e  l e f t  b e h i n d  r e m i n d e r s  o f  i n t e r e s t i n g  a n d  c o l o r f u l  
h i s t o r i e s ,  i n  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  and a r t i f a c t s  now found th roughout  t h e  P a r k s  
( S t r o n g  1964). 

A 1  1 o f  t h e  a r t i f a c t s  a n d  h i s t o r i c a l  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  p r o t e c t e d  by l a w  ( 1 6  
U.S.C. 4 7 0 a a - 1 1 )  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n  ( 3 6  CFR, 2.1) a n d  may n o t  b e  d i s t u r b e d ,  
c o l  l e c t e d ,  o r  i n  any  way damaged by p a r k  v i s i t o r s .  A C u l t u r a l  R e s o u r c e  
Management P l a n  was comple ted  i n  March 1982, which p r o v i d e s  g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  
t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  and management of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  i n  t h e  Parks .  

2. OVERVIEW 

Backcountry  u s e  i n c r e a s e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  from 72,446 u s e  n i g h t s  i n  1969 t o  
2 2 0 , 8 5 2  u s e  n i g h t s  i n  1 9 7 4 ,  t h e n  d r o p p e d  t o  1 6 2 , 3 2 0  i n  1977 .  Use n i g h t s  
h a v e  g e n e r a l l y  i n c r e a s e d  s i n c e  1977 t o  202,663 v i s i t o r  n i g h t s  i n  1984. I n  
r e c e n t  y e a r s  t h e  a v e r a g e  s t a y  p e r  v i s i t o r  h a s  been a b o u t  4.3 n i g h t s  and t h e  
a v e r a g e  p a r t y  s i z e  h a s  b e e n  b e t w e e n  t h r e e  a n d  f o u r  ( p a r s o n s  e t  a l .  1 9 8 2 ) .  
O v e r  9 5  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  u s e  o c c u r s  b e t w e e n  May a n d  November ,  w i t h  t h e  
h e a v i e s t  u s e  o c c u r r i n g  i n  A u g u s t .  Use i s  m o s t l y  c o n f i n e d  t o  t h e  m a j o r  
t r a i l  c o r r i d o r s ;  t h e  most c o n c e n t r a t e d  u s e  i s  i n  t h e  M i n e r a l  King a r e a  o f  
S e q u o i a  N a t i o n a l  P a r k .  A r e a s  s h o w i n g  s i g n i f i c a n t  s i g n s  o f  u s e r  i m p a c t  
i n c l u d e ,  b u t  a r e  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o ,  t h e  Rae L a k e s  l o o p  ( P a r s o n s  19831 ,  
K e a r s a r g e  Lakes,  P a r a d i s e  V a l  l e y ,  H a m i l t o n  Lake, Emera ld /Pear  Lakes,  Twin 
Lakes (SEQU), Dusy Basin ,  Woods Lake, G u i t a r  Lake, C r a b t r e e  Meadow, and t h e  
M i n e r a l  King b a s i n s  ( P a r s o n s  and S t o h l g r e n ,  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n ) .  

Much of t h e  backcount ry  i s  under  snow d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  months. Winter  u s e  
a c t i v i t i e s  i n c l u d e  c ross -count ry  s k i i n g ,  snowshoeing,  w i n t e r  camping, and 
w i n t e r  mounta ineer ing .  Al though  t h e  number o f  p e o p l e  u s i n g  t h e  b a c k c o u n t r y  
d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  i s  s m a l  1, i t  i s  i n c r e a s i n g  a n n u a l  l y .  I n  1 9 7 8 ,  a n  
e s t i m a t e d  600 p e o p l e  s t a y e d  o v e r n i g h t  d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r .  The 1983 e s t i m a t e  
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shows 1,150 v i s i t o r  n i g h t s  d u r i n g  w i n t e r  months. The 1985 e s t i m a t e  shows 
557 v i s i t o r s  s p e n t  2,161 n i g h t s  on w i n t e r  t r i p s .  Winter  c r o s s i n g s  of t h e  
S i e r r a  a n d  w i n t e r  t r i p s  a l o n g  t h e  J o h n  M u i r  T r a i l  a r e  a l s o  i n c r e a s i n g .  
O v e r  1 5 0  p e o p l e  c r o s s e d  o n  t h e  H i g h  R o u t e  i n  1 9 8 5 .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  296 p e o p l e  used  t h e  P e a r  Lake S k i  Hut,  30 v i s i t o r s  s p e n t  300 
v i s i t o r  n i g h t s  on t h e  John Muir T r a i l ,  and 75 v i s i t o r s  s p e n t  375 v i s i t o r  
n i g h t s  i n  o t h e r  a r e a s  o f  t h e  backcountry .  Win te r  u s e  and i t s  e f f e c t s  w i l l  
be moni tored,  t o  h e l p  a s s u r e  prompt r e s p o n s e  w i t h  such measures  a s  may b e  
r e q u i r e d  t o  p r o t e c t  r e s o u r c e s  and t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  v i s i t o r s '  e x p e r i e n c e s .  

2.2. F a c i  1 i t i e s  

F a c i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  backcount ry  i n c l u d e  t r a i l s ,  b r i d g e s ,  c a m p s i t e s ,  s i g n s ,  
r a n g e r  s t a t i o n s ,  r e s o u r c e  m o n i t o r i n g  a n d  r e s e a r c h  d e v i c e s ,  a n d  t o i l e t s .  
F a c i l i t i e s  a r e  l i m i t e d  t o  t h o s e  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a c t i v i t i e s  and 
v i s i t o r  u s e ,  t o  p r o d u c e  a s  l i t t l e  c o n f l i c t  a s  p o s s i b l e  w i t h  v i s i t o r s '  
w i l d e r n e s s  exper ience .  

T r a v e l  r o u t e s  range  from w e l l - m a i n t a i n e d  p r imary  t r a i l s  t o  abandoned t r a i l s  
a n d  c r o s s - c o u n t r y  r o u t e s .  T h e r e  i s  a  t o t a l  o f  670 m i l e s  o f  m a i n t a i n e d  
backcount ry  t r a i l s .  A 1 2 0 - m i l e  s e c t i o n  of t h e  John Muir T r a i l  r u n s  n o r t h  
a n d  s o u t h  t h r o u g h  t h e  P a r k s ,  a n d  i s  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  P a c i f i c  C r e s t  T r a i l ,  a  
component of t h e  N a t i o n a l  S c e n i c  T r a i l s  System (P.L. 90-543). 

There  a r e  now o n l y  f o u r  backcount ry  a r e a s  i n  which camping i s  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  
d e s i g n a t e d  s i t e s - - P e a r  Lake, Emerald Lake, P a r a d i s e  V a l l e y  and t h e  Bearpaw 
e n c l a v e .  D e s i g n a t e d  s i t e s  may b e  n e c e s s a r y  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  a t  some of  t h e  
more h e a v i l y  used  a r e a s  o f  t h e  backcountry .  Many s i t e s  h a v e  been i n f o r m a l l y  
e s t a b l i s h e d  by v i s i t o r s  n e a r  l a k e s ,  meadows, and s t reams.  

2.3. Adjacen t  Land Use 

Sequoia  and Kings Canyon N a t i o n a l  P a r k s  a r e  su r rounded  by t h r e e  N a t i o n a l  
F o r e s t s  ( s e q u o i a ,  I n y o ,  a n d  S i e r r a ) ,  p r i v a t e  l a n d s ,  a n d  B u r e a u  o f  Land 
Management  l a n d s .  T h e  P a r k s  a r e  a l m o s t  s u r r o u n d e d  by d e s i g n a t e d  F o r e s t  
S e r v i c e  W i l d e r n e s s ;  John Muir on t h e  n o r t h w e s t ,  n o r t h ,  and e a s t ;  Golden 
T r o u t  on t h e  s o u t h ;  and t h e  r e c e n t l y  e s t a b l  i s h e d  Monarch and J e n n i e  Lakes 
o n  t h e  w e s t .  Management o f  r e c r e a t i o n a l  u s e  o f  t h e s e  a d j a c e n t  l a n d s  i s  
g e n e r a l l y  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  p a r k  backcount ry  management. C l o s e  c o o r d i n a t i o n  
i s  r e q u i r e d  w i t h  t h e  U.S. F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  s i n c e  many o f  t h e s e  P a r k s '  
backcount ry  u s e r s  r e a c h  t h e  P a r k s  th rough  N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t  land.  

3. BASIC PREMISES OF BACKCOUNTRY MANAGEMENT FOR SEQUOIA AND KINGS CANYON 
NATIONAL PARKS 

3.1. The  G o a l  

The g o a l  o f  management i s  t o  p r o v i d e  for v i s i t o r  enjoyment o f  t h e  P a r k s  i n  - 
ways t h a t  d o  n o t  r e s u l t  i n  s i g n i f i c a n t  i m p a i r m e n t  o f  p a r k  r e s o u r c e s ,  or 
s e v e r e  d i s r u p t i o n  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  p r o c e s s e s  which shaped them,= s e r i o u s l y  
i n t r u d e  on t h e  q g a l i t y  of e x p e r i e n c e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h o s e  r e s o u r c e s .  The 
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impact of man and h i s  t echnology  must be kep t  a t  a  minimum; management w i l l  
do on ly  what i s  necessary  t o  meet backcountry management o b j e c t i v e s  and use  
o n l y  t h e  minimum t o o l s  r e q u i r e d  t o  a c h i e v e  t h o s e  o b j e c t i v e s .  No 
r e c r e a t i o n a l  use  of mechanized equipment i s  a l l owed  on back- count ry  l a n d s  
o r  w a t e r s .  

3.2. Ph i lo sophy  

The o v e r a l l  management ph i losophy i n c l u d e s  t h e  f o l  lowing: 

- E s t a b l i s h  maximum use  l e v e l s  t h a t  keep r e s o u r c e  impacts w i t h i n  a c c e p t a b l e  
l i m i t s  (Parsons  e t  a l .  1981, Parsons 1986). 

- P r o v i d e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  v i s i t o r s  t o  e n j o y  a  v a r i e t y  o f  b a c k c o u n t r y  
e x p e r i e n c e s ,  k e e p i n g  r e g u l a t o r y  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on  b a c k c o u n t r y  v i s i t s  a t  a  
minimum, and a l l o w i n g  a s  much freedom a s  p o s s i b l e .  

-Manage use  t o  a c h i e v e  a  range of v i s i t o r  d e n s i t i e s ,  from t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  
s o c i a l  e x p e r i e n c e  a f f o r d e d  by h i s t o r i c a l l y  h i g h  u s e  a r e a s  t o  t h e  g r e a t  
s o l i t u d e  t h a t  i s  found i n  t h e  most rugged and remote a reas .  

- R e q u i r e  v i s i t o r s  t o  f o l l o w  p r o c e d u r e s  t h a t  w i l l  k e e p  i m p a c t s  t o  p a r k  
r e s o u r c e s  and o t h e r  v i s i t o r s  t o  a  minimum. I n f o r m a t i o n ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  and  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  w i l l  b e  p r i m a r i l y  d i r e c t e d  a t  a c h i e v i n g  v i s i t o r  
unders tanding ,  suppor t ,  and compl iance. 

-Conduct r e s e a r c h  on park n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  t h a t  can be used by management 
t o  a s s u r e  t h a t  n a t u r a l  p roces se s  con t inue  unimpaired. A b a s i c  i n v e n t o r y  of 
n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  a  s t r o n g  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e  m o n i t o r i n g  program,  and  
s c i e n t i f i c  s t u d y  of  u s e r  and  o t h e r  e x t e r n a l  i m p a c t s  on  r e s o u r c e s  a r e  
e s s e n t i a l  t o  good backcountry management. 

-Main ta in  t he  network of backcountry t r a i  1 s t h a t  have been maintained i n  
r e c e n t  y e a r s .  

-Provide  an adequate  but  u n o b t r u s i v e  s i g n  program f o r  backcountry t r a i l s ,  
u s ing  m a t e r i a l s  and des ign  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  t h e  backcountry s e t t i n g .  

- A l l o w  f o r  u s e  of  p a c k  and  s a d d l e  s t o c k  by v i s i t o r s  and  p a r k  work c r ews  
w i t h i n  l i m i t s  t h a t  w i l l  no t  s e r i o u s l y  impai r  r e s o u r c e s  o r  t h e  q u a l i t y  of  
v i s i t o r  experience.  

- A 1  low commerc i a l  g u i d e  s e r v i c e s  a s  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  v i s i t o r s  who p r e f e r  
t h i s  type  of backcountry t r i p .  Commercially guided t r i p s  w i l l  be r e g u l a t e d  
t o  a v o i d  e l i m i n a t i n g  t h o s e  who c a n ' t  a f f o r d ,  o r  p r e f e r  n o t  t o  u s e ,  s u c h  
s e r v i c e s .  

- A l l o w  o n l y  s u c h  s t r u c t u r e s  a s  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  of  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and  h i s t o r i c  p r e s e r v a t i o n .  Those  w i  11 i n c l u d e  e x i s t i n g  
r ange r  s t a t i o n s ,  h i s t o r i c  cab ins ,  snow su rvey  cab ins ,  r a d i o  f a c i  1 i t i e s ,  o l d  



Sequoia & Kings Canyon Backcountry Management P lan  10 

dams, Bearpaw Meadow Camp, snow c o u r s e  m a r k e r s  and t e l e m e t r y  d e v i c e s ,  
t o i l e t s ,  and r e sea rch  f a c i l i t i e s .  

-Allow a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  use of t h e  backcountry t o  t h e  e x t e n t  necessary f o r  
m a i n t e n a n c e ,  v i s i t o r  p r o t e c t i o n  and i n f o r m a t i o n ,  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e  
management, r e sea rch  and g e n e r a l  management purposes. A 1  1 a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
use w i l l  make eve ry  e f f o r t  t o  keep imposi t ion  on v i s i t o r s  t o  a  minimum, and 
must l e a d  by example i n  n a t u r a l  resource  pro tec t ion .  

-Deve lop  a  p r o c e s s  f o r  u p d a t e  a n d / o r  m o d i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  P l a n  t o  
i n c o r p o r a t e  new i n f o r m a t i o n  made a v a i l a b l e  t h r o u g h  t h e  r e s e a r c h  and 
monitoring program. The process may i n c l u d e  oppor tun i ty  f o r  p u b l i c  rev iew 
and comment i f  s u b s t a n t i a l  change i n  r e g u l a t i o n  appears  necessary.  

4.  VISITOR USE 

4.1. Management Ob i e c t  i v e  

To provide  r e c r e a t i o n  f e a t u r i n g  t h e  oppor tuni ty  f o r  past imes f o r  which i t  
i s  important  t h a t  t h e r e  be s o l i t u d e ,  phys ica l  and mental  c h a l l e n g e s ,  and a n  
e n v i r o n m e n t  where  one  depends  on o n e ' s  own a b i l i t i e s  and knowledge  a r e  
important.  Use w i l l  be managed t o  keep impact on t h e  r e source  and v i s i t o r  
a t  an a c c e p t a b l e  l e v e l .  

4.2. Management Po 1 i c i e s  

-Daily quotas  have been e s t a b l i s h e d  and may be p e r i o d i c a l l y  ad jus t ed  f o r  
e a c h  t r a i l h e a d  u s i n g  t h e  QUOTA computer  mode l  ( v a n  Wagtendonk and Coho 
1984). I n t e r i o r  zone c a r r y i n g  c a p a c i t i e s ,  b a s e d  on e x i s t i n g  i m p a c t s ,  
h i s t o r i c a l  u s e  l e v e l s  and t h e  a b i l i t y  of l o c a l  r e s o u r c e s  t o  w i t h s t a n d  
i n c r e a s e d  u s e  a r e  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  t r a i l h e a d  q u o t a s  ( P a r s o n s  1986). The 
quo tas  e s t a b l i s h  a  maximum number of persons t h a t  w i l l  be a l lowed t o  s t a r t  
f rom each  t r a i l h e a d  e a c h  day. T r a i l h e a d s  c o n t r i b u t i n g  u s e  t o  t h e  P a r k s ,  

b u t  l o c a t e d  on Fores t  S e r v i c e  land ,  a r e  adminis te red  by ad jacen t  n a t i o n a l  
f o r e s t s .  I n  such  c a s e s ,  t h e  q u o t a s  combine u s e  d e s t i n e d  f o r  t h e s e  P a r k s  
and t h e  l o c a l  F o r e s t s  i n t o  one  v a l u e  so t h a t  n e i t h e r  a r e a ' s  c a p a c i t y  i s  
surpassed. T r a i l h e a d s  t h a t  feed h i s t o r i c a l l y  low use  t r a v e l  zones w i l l  
h a v e  low d a i l y  q u o t a s ,  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  a r r a y  of o p t i o n s  f o r  en joymen t  
r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  p a r t  3.2., p a r a g r a p h  3. T r a i l h e a d  q u o t a s  a r e  l i s t e d  i n  
Appendix A. 

- W i l d e r n e s s  P e r m i t s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  f o r  a 1  1 o v e r n i g h t  t r i p s  i n t o  t h e  
backcountry, one permit  per  group per  t r i p ,  and must be picked up i n  person 
a t  t h e  i s s u i n g  s t a t i o n  n e a r e s t  t h e  poin t  of depar ture .  

- W i l d e r n e s s  p e r m i t s  w i l l  p r o v i d e  t h e  p r i m a r y  s o u r c e  o f  v i s i t o r  u s e  
i n f o r m a t i o n  ( P a r s o n s  e t  a l .  1982).  They w i l l  be  t a l l i e d  m o n t h l y  f o r  t h e  
number of v i s i t o r s  and v i s i t o r  n i g h t s  spent  i n  the  backcountry. The t r a v e l  
zone information on t h e  permits  should be summarized and e v a l u a t e d  a t  l e a s t  
once e v e r y  f i v e  years .  
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- R e s e r v a t i o n s  w i l l  b e  t a k e n  f o r  a  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  d a i l y  q u o t a  f o r  e a c h  
t r a i l .  The s p e c i f i c  p o r t i o n  t o  be  r e s e r v e d  f o r  each  t r a i l  w i l l  v a r y  due t o  
a v a i l a b l e  camp s p a c e  i n  t h e  a r e a s  s e r v e d  by t h e  t r a i l h e a d ,  p o p u l a r i t y  and 
normal  u s e  l e v e l s ,  t r i p  r o u t e  p r o p o s a l s ,  e t c .  O c c a s i o n a l l y  a  g r o u p  w i l l  
a s k  t o  r e s e r v e  t h e  e n t i r e  q u o t a  ( h i s t o r i c a l l y  l e s s  t h a n  1% o f  t h e  t o t a l  
t r i p s ) .  Depending on t h e  n a t u r e  of  t h e  r e q u e s t  and t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  
t h e  a r e a  t h i s  _mu b e  a l l o w e d  a n d  a n  o v e r r i d e  b e  g r a n t e d  f o r  w a l k  i n  
v i s i t o r s .  R e s e r v a t i o n s  w i l l  be  a c c e p t e d  from March 1 t h r o u g h  September 1 5  
a t  t h e  S i e r r a  D i s t r i c t  O f f i c e ,  i n  p e r s o n  o r  by m a i l .  R e s e r v e d  p e r m i t s  may 
b e  p i c k e d  u p  no  more  t h a n  24 h o u r s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  t r i p .  T h e  n o n - r e s e r v e d  
p o r t i o n  of  t h e  d a i l y  q u o t a  (and t h e  o c c a s i o n a l  o v e r r i d e )  w i l l  be  i s s u e d  t h e  
d a y  o f  d e p a r t u r e  a t  t h e  p e r m i t  i s s u i n g  s t a t i o n s  o n  a  f i r s t - c o m e ,  f i r s t -  
s e r v e d  b a s i s .  The  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  p e r m i t s  r e s e r v e d  c o m p a r e d  t o  t h o s e  
a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  t r a i l h e a d  may b e  a d j u s t e d  p e r i o d i c a l  l y .  A  f e e  may b e  
charged  f o r  r e s e r v a t i o n s  i n  f u t u r e  y e a r s .  

A l l  c o m m e r c i a l  g u i d e  s e r v i c e  o p e r a t o r s  i n c l u d i n g  c o m m e r c i a l  p a c k e r s  
o p e r a t i n g  f r o m  b a s e s  i n  t h e  p a r k s  m u s t  o b t a i n  a  p e r m i t  r e s e r v a t i o n  i n  
a d v a n c e  of t r i p s  t o  be  t aken .  On days  t h a t  t h e  t r a i l h e a d  q u o t a s  a r e  f u l l  
t h e  commercia l  pack s t a t i o n  o p e r a t o r  may o v e r r i d e  t h e  q u o t a  f o r  t h a t  d a y  
s i n c e  t h e  q u o t a s  a r e  s t r u c t u r e d  w i t h  t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  p a c k  s t a t i o n  u s e  
i n c l u d e d .  Commercia 1 pack s t a t i o n s  o p e r a t i n g  from o u t s i d e  t h e  P a r k s  w i l l  
c o n t i n u e  t o  o p e r a t e  t h r o u g h  p e r m i t s  g r a n t e d  by t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  a s  i n  t h e  
p a s t .  

-Maximum group  s i z e  f o r  t r i p s  t r a v e l i n g  i n  t h e  b a c k c o u n t r y  i s  2 5  p e o p l e .  
Some t r a i l s  h a v e  a  maximum g r o u p  s i z e  o f  l e s s  t h a n  2 5  d e p e n d i n g  o n  
t r a i l h e a d  quo ta ,  o p e n i n g s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  advance  r e s e r v a t i o n s  and t h e  a r e a  
s e r v e d  by  t h e  t r a i l .  T r a i l h e a d  q u o t a s  a n d  maximum g r o u p  s i z e  f o r  e a c h  
t r a i l  a r e  l i s t e d  i n  Appendix A. Group s i z e s  and number of  s t o c k  p e r  g roup  
a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  a d j u s t m e n t  p e r i o d i c a l  l y  a f t e r  pub1 i c  r e v i e w .  

-Annual v i s i t o r  u s e  summaries w i l l  b e  p repared .  

5. RESOURCE PROTECTION mUIREMENTS 

Management Ob i e c t  i v e  

To a l l o w  r e c r e a t i o n a l  u s e  and enjoyment of  t h e  b a c k c o u n t r y  t o  o c c u r  i n  such  
a  m a n n e r  a n d  by  s u c h  means  t h a t  t h e  P a r k  r e s o u r c e s  a r e  p r e s e r v e d  a n d  
v i s i t o r s  may c o n t i n u e  t o  e n j o y  t h e s e  v a l u e s  b o t h  now a n d  i n  f u t u r e  
g e n e r a t  i o n s .  

5.1.1. _ M a n a m  Ob i e c t  i v e s  

To reduce ,  m i t i g a t e ,  o r  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  e f f e c t s  of  r e c r e a t i o n a l  u s e  o f  f i r e s  
(camping, cooking,  warming, etc.)  on  P a r k s  r e s o u r c e s  and t h e  n a t u r a l  s c e n e  
a s  v iewed by t h e  v i s i t o r .  
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- In  a r e a s  where wood i s  r a r e  o r  ecosystems endangered, wood f i r e s  w i l l  n o t  
be a l lowed.  (See Appendices D and E.) 

- I n  a r e a s  c l o s e d  t o  f i r e s  R a n g e r s  w i l l  o b l i t e r a t e  o l d  f i r e  s i t e s  by 
s c a t t e r i n g  rock  r i n g  f i r e  p i t s  and any unused firewood. Na tu ra l  p roces se s  
w i l l  be a l l o w e d  t o  r e s t o r e  t h e  area.  

-Areas  whe re  f i r e s  a r e  a l l o w e d  w i l l  be  m o n i t o r e d .  When u s e  b e g i n s  t o  
exceed n a t u r a l  accumula t ion  of dead m a t e r i a l ,  accord ing  t o  d a t a  deve loped  
from t h e  campsi te  moni tor ing  program, o r  where o t h e r  s e r i o u s  e c o l o g i c a l  o r  
v i s u a l  i m p a c t s  a r e  documented ,  t h e  a r e a  w i l l  be c l o s e d  t o  f i r e s .  Media 
announcements, permi t  a t tachments  and s i g n s  w i l l  be used t o  inform v i s i t o r s  
of a 1  1 c l o s u r e s .  

-Use of g a s  s t o v e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r  cooking purposes ,  w i l l  be encouraged 
f o r  a l l  a r ea s .  

5 . 2 .  F i s h  and W i l d l i f e  

5 .2 .1 .  Management Ob iec t ives  

To main ta in ,  i n  a  w i l d  cond i t i on ,  t h e  n a t u r a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  and abundance of 
fauna  by a l l o w i n g  n a t u r a l  p roces se s  t o  shape h a b i t a t  and i n t e r a c t i o n s  among 
spec ies .  The Na tu ra l  Resource Management P l a n  p r o v i d e s  f u l l  d e t a i l  on f i s h  
and w i l d l i f e  management o b j e c t i v e s ,  p o l i c i e s  and a c t i o n s .  

5 . 2 . 2 .  Management P o l i c i e s  

-F ish  s tock ing  by a i r c r a f t  w i l l  con t inue  i n  s even  des igna t ed  l a k e s  i n  t h e  
backcountry.  This  i s  t h e  same l e v e l  t h a t  was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1974. Other 
l a k e s  and s t r e a m s  i n  t h e  P a r k s  w i l l  n o t  be  s t o c k e d .  T h i s  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  
some l a k e s  i n  t h e  backcountry being ba r r en  of f i s h .  

-The numbers  of f i s h  t a k e n  and t y p e  of  l u r e s  o r  b a i t  a l l o w e d  w i l l  b e  
e s t a b l i s h e d  f rom t i m e  t o  t i m e  and  a t  v a r i o u s  l o c a t i o n s  i n  t h e  P a r k s  i n  
coope ra t i on  w i t h  t he  C a l i f o r n i a  Department of F i s h  and Game. 

- C a l i f o r n i a  b i g h o r n  s h e e p  w i l l  b e  r e e s t a b l i s h e d ,  i f  f e a s i b l e ,  on  t h e i r  
f o r m e r  r a n g e s  i n  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  Depa r tmen t  of  F i s h  and 
Game and t h e  United S t a t e s  F o r e s t  Se rv i ce .  Ewe/lamb range  w i l l  be c l o s e d  
t o  use because of t h e  s e n s i t i v i t y  of t h e  sheep t o  d i s t u r b a n c e  dur ing  t h i s  
phase of t h e  r e p r o d u c t i v e  cyc l e .  

-To p r o t e c t  n a t i v e  w i l d l i f e ,  hunt ing ,  dogs and f i r e a r m s  a r e  no t  pe rmi t t ed  i n  
t h e  backcount ry .  
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5.3. C a m p s i t e s  

5.3.1. Management O b i e c t i v e s  

To reduce,  e l i m i n a t e  o r  m i t i g a t e  t he  e f f e c t s  on Park r e s o u r c e s  t h a t  r e s u l t  
from camping a c t i v i t i e s .  

5.3.2. Management P o l i c i e s  

-Campsites should  be p r i m i t i v e .  F ree  s e l e c t i o n  of campsi tes  i s  pe rmi t t ed  
except  i n  t hose  a r e a s  i n  which impacts have  been e x c e s s i v e ,  o r  where t hey  
v i o l a t e  o t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s  l i s t e d  i n  t h i s  s ec t i on .  

-Campsites should  c o n s i s t  of an a r e a  f o r  s l e e p i n g  and, where a l l owed ,  one 
s m a l l  r ock  f i r e  r i n g  per  s i t e .  

-Where t e r r a i n  p e r m i t s ,  c a m p s i t e s  s h o u l d  be a minimum of 100  f e e t  f rom 
w a t e r ,  t r a i l s ,  o r  meadows. I n  no c a s e  s h o u l d  t h e y  be  l e s s  t h a n  25 f e e t  
from such f e a t u r e s .  Rangers w i l l  remove and/or  r e h a b i l i t a t e  a l l  s i t e s  i n  
meadow v e g e t a t i o n ,  o r  c l o s e r  t han  25 f e e t  t o  water.  The replacement  e l s e -  
where of o b l i t e r a t e d  s i t e s  may be necessary  i n  some areas .  

-Development of new campsi tes  and rock  f i r e  r i n g s  i s  discouraged.  

-Camping 1 i m i t s :  I n  a r e a s  w h e r e  demands f o r  v i s i t a t i o n  e x c e e d  t h e  
capac i ty ,  one o r  two n i g h t  l i m i t s  may be imposed (Parsons 1983). Appendix 
B l i s t s  camping l i m i t s  f o r  a r e a s  w i t h i n  t h e  backcountry.  

-Designated Campsites: These w i l l  be used o n l y  where s u i t a b l e  t e r r a i n  f o r  
c a m p s i t e s  i s  l i m i t e d ,  o r  w h e r e  c l o s e r  c o n t r o l  o f  i m p a c t s  i s  n e c e s s a r y .  
Designated campsi tes  a r e  l i s t e d  i n  appendix G. 

- L a r g e  g r o u p  s i t e s :  T h e s e  w i l l  b e  d e s i g n a t e d  i n  a r e a s  t h a t  a r e  
t r a d i t i o n a l l y  popu la r  w i t h  l a r g e  groups and/or  show a  h igh  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  
impact i f  used by l a r g e  g r o u p s  wi thout  such r e s t r i c t i o n .  

Camp a r e a s  w i t h  a m a j o r i t y  of s i t e s  t oo  c l o s e  t o  water  ( l e s s  t han  25') may 
be c l o s e d  o r  moved t o  a i d  campsi te  recovery .  This  has  been a  s u c c e s s f u l  
management s t r a t e g y  a t  Eag le  Lake and Hocket t  Meadow. 

5.4. S a n i t a t i o n  

5.4.1. Management O b i e c t i v e s  

To p reven t  o r  m i t i g a t e  t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  and e s t h e t i c  e f f e c t s  t h a t  r e s u l t  from 
t h e  d i s p o s a l  of human waste.  
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5.4.2. Mana~ement P o l i c i e s  

-Where s o i l  cover  i s  adequate  t o  accommodate d i s p o s a l  of human waste ,  t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l  " c a t  h o l e "  w i l l  b e  used .  I n  c e r t a i n  h e a v y  u s e  a r e a s ,  p i t  
t o i l e t s  have  been i n s t a l  led.  

-Areas  w h e r e  human w a s t e  p r o b l e m s  o c c u r  w i l l  be  i d e n t i f i e d .  Use of  p i t  
t o i l e t s  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s  w i l l  be reviewed by t h e  Environmental  Management 
Commit tee  which  w i l l  make r ecommenda t ions  t o  t h e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t .  The 
a l t e r n a t i v e  of reduced l e v e l s  of use  w i l l  be considered.  

-A "pack i t  o u t "  p o l i c y  f o r  l i t t e r  w i l l  b e  s t r e s s e d  a t  p e r m i t  i s s u i n g  
s t a t i o n s ,  and  i n  t h e  p r o c e d u r e s  f o l l o w e d  by NPS p e r s o n n e l .  B a c k c o u n t r y  
Rangers and t r a i l  maintenance crews w i l l  conduct an  ongoing c l eanup  of a 1  1 
a reas .  L i t t e r  w i l l  be bagged and packed out.  

5.5. Sequoia Groves 

5.5.1. Mana~ement O b i e c t i v e s  

To p e r p e t u a t e  one of t h e  Pa rks  prime r e s o u r c e s  through s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  
t h e  v i s i t o r  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  h a v e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  a d v e r s e  e f f e c t s  and  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  c o n t r o l s  t h a t  e i t h e r  e l i m i n a t e  o r  m i t i g a t e  t h a t  e f f e c t .  

5.5.2. Manapement P o l i c i e s  

-The s e q u o i a  g r o v e s  mus t  be  p r o t e c t e d  and p e r p e t u a t e d .  Many g r o v e s  a r e  
prime s c e n i c  day use  a r e a s ,  w h i l e  o t h e r s  a r e  backcountry g r o v e s  w i t h  l i t t l e  
v i s i t a t i o n .  Camping w i l l  be a 1  lowed i n  backcountry g roves ,  bu t  not i n  day 
use  groves .  (See Appendix D.) 

-Campfires w i l l  no t  be a 1  lowed i n  backcountry g r o v e s  where e x c e s s i v e  f u e l  
accumula t ion  e x i s t s .  Exces s ive  f u e l  de t e rmina t ions  w i l l  be made accord ing  
t o  s t a n d a r d s  i n  t h e  F i r e  Management P l a n .  C a m p f i r e s  may b e  a l l o w e d  i n  
g r o v e s  where f u e l  accumula t ion  i s  no t  exces s ive .  (See Appendix E., and F i r e  
Management Plan) .  

5.6. Spec ia  1 R e s t r i c t i o n s  

5.6.1. Management Ob iec t ives  

To keep t h e  e f f e c t s  of v i s i t o r  use  on r e s o u r c e s  t o  a minimum. 

5.6.2. Management P o l i c i e s  

-Pets  a r e  no t  a l l o w e d  i n  t h e  backcountry.  

- V i s i t o r s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  keep t h e i r  food from bears .  This  w i l l  keep b e a r s  
from becoming accustomed t o  o b t a i n i n g  human food and t h e r e f o r e  r e t a i n  t h e i r  
dependence on n a t u r a l  food sources .  It w i l l  a l s o  keep v i s i t o r s  from having  
t o  c u t  t h e i r  t r i p  s h o r t  due  t o  b e a r s  h a v i n g  t a k e n  and  o r  d e s t r o y e d  t h e i r  
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food and w i l l  r educe  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  p e r s o n a l  i n ju ry .  V i s i t o r s  must u s e  
e i t h e r  b e a r p r o o f  b a c k p a c k  c a n i s t e r s ,  b e a r  c a b l e s  o r  b e a r  p o l e s  t o  k e e p  
food from bea r s .  

-Stock s i t e s :  S i t e s  f o r  s t o c k  use may be de s igna t ed  where r e s o u r c e  damage 
and/or  c o n f l i c t s  between s t o c k  and f o o t  p a r t i e s  can be reduced. See Stock 
Use and Meadow Management P lan .  

-Area c l o s u r e s :  Areas t h a t  show extreme s e n s i t i v i t y  t o  v i s i t o r  u s e  (e.g., 
B u l l f r o g  Lake ,  P a r s o n s  1 9 7 9 )  o r  t h a t  a r e  t o  be  s e t  a s i d e  a s  e x a m p l e s  o f  
n e a r - p r i s t i n e  e c o s y s t e m s  may b e  c l o s e d  t o  camping ,  a f t e r  a p p r o p r i a t e  
review.  

- I n  o r d e r  t o  s a f e g u a r d  t h e  r a r e  S i e r r a  b i g h o r n  s h e e p  (Wehausen 1 9 8 0 ) ,  
p o r t i o n s  of t h e  ewe/lamb range  w i t h i n  t h e  Parks  i s  c l o s e d  t o  e n t r y  by f o o t  
t r a v e l e r s  and pack and s a d d l e  stock. T r a v e l  i s  pe rmi t t ed  a l o n g  t h e  r o u t e  
of t h e  now unmaintained Baxte r  Pas s  T r a i l .  Foot t r a v e l  i s  a l s o  pe rmi t t ed  
o v e r  Dragon Pass. Cross-country t r a v e l  i n  ewe- lamb range  i s  p roh ib i t ed .  
Boundaries  of t h e  ewe/lamb r ange  may be a l t e r e d  ( s e e  S tock  Use and Meadow 
Management P l a n )  a s  a d d i t i o n a l  i n fo rma t ion  i s  ob t a ined  about  e x i s t i n g  h e r d s  
o r  t o  p r o t e c t  h e r d s  a s  they a r e  r e i n t r o d u c e d  t o  t h e i r  h i s t o r i c  range.  (See 
Appendix B.) The succes s  of f u t u r e  p lanned  r e i n t r o d u c t i o n  of Bighorn Sheep 
i n t o  o t h e r  a r e a s  of t h e  Parks  may r e q u i r e  s i m i l a r  r e s t r i c t i o n s .  

-Dis tance  from roads:  Camping i s  n o t  a l l o w e d  w i t h i n  one m i l e  of any road. 

-Camping i s  g e n e r a l l y  no t  a 1  lowed w i t h i n  f o u r  m i l e s  of a  deve loped  a r e a  o r  
t r a i l h e a d  complex. (See Appendix F.) 

-Cut t ing a c r o s s  t r a i l  switchbacks i s  n o t  permi t ted .  

-An a r e a  may be c l o s e d  t e m p o r a r i l y  due t o  s i t u a t i o n s  such a s  ch ron i c  bea r  
problems o r  s e v e r e  p l a g u e  ou tbreaks .  

-Motorized and mechanized equipment such a s  mo to rcyc l e s  and b i c y c l e s  a r e  
n o t  p e r m i t t e d .  

5.7. Winter  

5.7 .l. Management O b j e c t i v e s  

To a l l o w  f o r  proper  r e c r e a t i o n a l  w i n t e r  u se  and a v o i d  u n a c c e p t a b l e  r e s o u r c e  
impacts .  

5.7.2. Management P o l  i c i e s  

-Safe w i n t e r  t r a v e l ,  w i t h  a v a l a n c h e  hazard  and s torm f o r e c a s t i n g ,  w i l l  be 
s t r e s s e d .  

-Winter u s e r s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  p r o t e c t  park  r e s o u r c e s  and c o n t r o l  a d v e r s e  
e f f e c t s  on o t h e r  pa rk  v i s i t o r s .  
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-Winter u se  w i l l  be monitored t o  de te rmine  impacts  on r e sou rces .  

- V i s i t o r s  w i s h i n g  t o  u s e  t h e  P e a r  Lake  S k i  Hut c a n  make r e s e r v a t i o n s  
t h r o u g h  t h e  C h i e f  R a n g e r ' s  O f f i c e .  The k e y  t o  t h e  h u t  a n d  p e r m i t  a r e  
picked up a t  Lodgepole Ranger S t a t i o n .  The maximum number of peop le  i s  s e t  
a t  1 0  p e r  n i g h t .  

-Minimum d i s t a n c e s  from t r a i l h e a d s  o u t l i n e d  i n  appendix F do not  a p p l y  t o  
w i n t e r  camping. Because  u s e  i s  m i n i m a l  e a c h  t r i p  w i l l  be c o n s i d e r e d  a n d  
d i s t a n c e s  s e t  accord ing  t o  c o n d i t i o n s  and t r i p  i t i n e r a r y .  

5.8. Stock Use and Meadow Management 

Pack  and  s a d d l e  s t o c k  u s e  of t h e  b a c k c o u n t r y  o f  t h e s e  P a r k s  i s  a  l o n g  
e s t a b l i s h e d  h i s t o r i c a l  l y  and c u l t u r a l  l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  t r a d i t i o n a l  use t h a t  
w i l l  b e  c o n t i n u e d  w i t h  c o n t r o l s  t h a t  w i l l  k e e p  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  s u c h  u s e  
w i t h i n  a c c e p t a b l e  l i m i t s .  S t o c k  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  be  u s e d  t o  s u p p o r t  
m a i n t e n a n c e  and  management a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  backcountry.  Stock used by 
t h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e  w i l l  comply  w i t h  t h e  same g u i d e l i n e s  a s  
r e c r e a t i o n a l  s t o c k  users .  

The S t o c k  Use and  Meadow Management P l a n ,  a  companion p l a n  t o  t h i s  one ,  
p r o v i d e s  f u l l  d e t a i l s  on t h e  s p e c i f i c  p o l i c i e s ,  p rocedures  and l i m i t a t i o n s  
r e l a t i v e  t o  s t o c k  use.  

5.8 .l. Management O b j e c t i v e  

A g o a l  o f  b a c k c o u n t r y  management i n  S e q u o i a  and  Kings  Canyon i s  t o  a 1  l ow  
r e c r e a t i o n a l  u se  of s a d d l e  and pack s t o c k  w i t h i n  g u i d e l i n e s  t h a t  w i l l  pro- 
t e c t  t h e  Parks '  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  and v a l u e s ,  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  t h a t  shape them -- 
and  t h e  q u a l i t y  of e x p e r i e n c e  d i s t i n c t i v e  to them. The f o l l o w i n g  -- 
o b j e c t i v e s  f o r  s t o c k  u s e  and meadow management p r o v i d e  a  more s p e c i f i c  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h i s  g o a l :  

5.8.1.1. Allow--to t h e  e x t e n t  possible--pack and s a d d l e  s t o c k  t o  be used 
i n  t h e  b a c k c o u n t r y  o f  t h e  P a r k s  on  t h e  same a r e a s  and  t r a i l s ,  a t  t h e  same 
l e v e l s  and p a t t e r n s  t h a t  h a v e  o c c u r r e d  i n  r e c e n t  p a s t  y e a r s  u n l e s s  
i n fo rma t ion  from t h e  moni tor ing  system i n d i c a t e s  need f o r  change. 

5.8.1.2. E s t a b l  i s h  c o n t r o l s  t o  p r o t e c t  fo r age  a r e a s  from f u r t h e r  induced 
change  i n  p l a n t  c o m p o s i t i o n ,  d e n s i t y ,  c o v e r  a n d l o r  v i g o r ,  and  f r o m  
i n c r e a s i n g  a d v e r s e  e f f e c t s  t o  s o i l s  and a s s o c i a t e d  sod  t h a t  may l e a d  t o  
d e t e r i o r a t e d  p r o d u c t i v i t y  o r  u n n a t u r a l  e ros ion ,  and t o  a l l o w  r e c o v e r y  where 
neces sa ry .  

5.8.1.3. Min imize  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  p a c k  and  s a d d l e  s t o c k  on  t r a i l s ,  camps, 
d r a inage  p a t t e r n s ,  and wa te r  qua1  i t y .  

5.8.1.4. E n s u r e  t h a t  a  s e r i e s  of  meadows ( o r  d e f i n a b l e  p a r t s  o f  meadows), 
i n c l u d i n g  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of a l l  m a j o r  t y p e s  w i t h i n  t h e s e  P a r k s ,  b e  
p r o t e c t e d  f rom s t o c k  u s e  s o  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  p e r p e t u a t e d  as--or  a l l o w e d  t o  
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become--natural f u n c t i o n i n g  e c o s y s t e m s  i n  a s  n e a r - p r i s t  i n e  c o n d i t i o n  a s  
p o s s i b l e .  These meadows w i l l  p r o v i d e  an oppor tun i ty  f o r  a 1  1 v i s i t o r s  t o  
en joy  see ing  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  samples  of p r i s t i n e  o r  n e a r - p r i s t  i n e  meadows, 
and  w i l l  p r o v i d e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  s c i e n t i f i c  s t u d y .  T h i s  i n c l u d e s  
c o m p a r i s o n  w i t h  meadows t h a t  a r e  g r a z e d ,  s o  t h a t  t h e  r e l a t i v e  e f f e c t s  o f  
c l  imate ,  p l  an t - success ion ,  and g raz ing  may be b e t t e r  understood. 

5.8.1.5. D e v e l o p  and  m a i n t a i n  a  program o f  e d u c a t i o n  and  p a r t i c i p a t i v e  
s u p p o r t  f o r  minimum impac t  s t o c k  u s e ,  and  i m p r o v e d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  
coope ra t i on  between s t o c k  u s e r s  and backpackers.  

5.8.1.6. I n  a r e a s  w h e r e  p a s t  u s e  h a s  l e f t  a n  impac t  on p a r k  r e s o u r c e s ,  
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  p r o j e c t s  w i l l  be  c o n s i d e r e d .  An e x a m p l e  i s  t h e  t r a i l  
r e r o u t i n g  and r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  work done i n  1983 a t  t h e  S i b e r i a n  Outpost. 

5.8.1.7. E s t a b l i s h  a  m o n i t o r i n g  p rog ram t h a t  w i l l  p r o v i d e  c o n t i n u i n g  
in fo rma t ion  about t he  e f f e c t s  of pack and s a d d l e  s t o c k  on t h e  r e sou rces  of 
t h e  Parks,  so  t h a t  g u i d e l i n e s  may be modi f ied  t o  p r o t e c t  park v a l u e s  o r  t o  
a l l o w  a d d i t i o n a l  u s e  t o  o c c u r .  The m o n i t o r i n g  program w i l l  t a k e  i n t o  
account  v a r i a t i o n  i n  annual  c l i m a t e ,  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of s p e c i f i c  f o r a g e  
a r e a s ,  and  t h e  i n h e r e n t  a b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  s p e c i e s  t o  w i t h s t a n d  
g raz ing  and tramp1 ing  pressure .  

5.8.1.8. E s t a b l  i s h  p r o c e d u r e s  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  m o d i f i c a t i o n  of  t h e  P l a n  
i n c l u d i n g  benchmarks  t h a t  s i g n a l  a  need  f o r  change  and a t  t h e  same t i m e  
a s s u r e  t h a t  no s i g n i f i c a n t  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  t o  t h i s  P l a n  a r e  made w i t h o u t  
p r o v i s i o n  f o r  p u b l i c  r ev i ew  and comment. 

5.9. In format ion ,  Educat ion,  and I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  

5.9 .l. Management O b i e c t i v e s  

To e n c o u r a g e  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of  t h e  b a c k c o u n t r y  
r e s o u r c e s ,  t he  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  a r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  them, and t h e  management 
p o l i c i e s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  p r e s e r v e  them. To a c h i e v e  v o l u n t a r y  v i s i t o r  
c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e s e  p o l i c i e s .  To a c h i e v e  m u t u a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  and  
r e s p e c t  between backpackers  and s t o c k  users .  

5.9.2. Management P o l i c i e s  

- A 1  1 p a r k  e m p l o y e e s  h a v i n g  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  pub1  i c  w i l l  be  i n f o r m e d  of  
management o b j e c t i v e s  f o r  t he  backcountry and w i l l  communicate them t o  t h e  
pa rk  v i s i t o r .  

- I n t e r p r e t i v e  media, news media, backcountry r ange r s ,  and park i n fo rma t ion  
c e n t e r s  w i l l  be used t o  c o n t a c t  t he  backcountry v i s i t o r .  

- A l l  p r i n t e d  m a t e r i a l  w i l l  s t r e s s  t h e  minimum impact ph i losophy;  and t h e s e  
m a t e r i a l s  w i l l  be  p r o v i d e d  w i t h  a l l  w i l d e r n e s s  p e r m i t s .  Pack  t r i p  
c o n c e s s i o n e r s  a n d  b a c k p a c k i n g  g u i d e s  w i l l  r e c e i v e  q u a n t i t i e s  f o r  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e i r  gues t s .  
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-Spec i a l  emphasis w i l l  be p l a c e d  on informing t h e  p u b l i c  of such t h i n g s  a s  

- -safety hazards  
bearproof  c a n i s t e r s  and bear  c a b l e s  
h igh  water  
a v a l a n c h e  c o n d i t i o n s  
l i g h t n i n g ,  t r e e  and 1 imb f a i l u r e s ,  etc.) h e a l t h  hazards  

--Emphasis w i l l  a 1  so be p l a c e d  on informing t h e  p u b l i c  of t h e  S e r v i c e  
p o l i c y  on s t o c k  use a s  s t a t e d  i n  S e c t i o n  5.7. of t h i s  P lan .  

5.10. T r a i l s  T r a v e l  

5.10.1. Management O b j e c t i v e s  

To p r o v i d e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  acces s  t h a t  keeps p h y s i c a l  and 
v i s u a l  t r a i l  and r e s o u r c e  impact t o  a  minimum. 

5.10.2. Management P o l i c i e s  

T r a i  1 and b r idge  c o n s t r u c t  ion ,  r e c o n s t r u c t  i on ,  r e s t o r a t i o n ,  and maintenance 
w i l l  be guided by t h e  s t a n d a r d s  needed t o  meet o b j e c t i v e s ,  p r even t  undue 
r e s o u r c e  d e g r a d a t i o n ,  and  p r e s e r v e  v a r i e t y  t h e  v a r i e t y  o f  s o l i t u d e  
d i s t i n c t i v e  t o  t he  backcountry of  Sequoia and Kings Canyon. 

5.10.3. T r a i l s  

- T r a i l s  w i l l  b e  m a i n t a i n e d ,  r e l o c a t e d  o r  r e c o n s t r u c t e d  t o  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  NPS T r a i  1 Maintenance Handbook. 

- A r e a s  w i t h o u t  t r a i l s  w i l l  n o t  be  opened  by new t r a i l  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  
Marking informal  t r a i l s  w i t h  p l a s t i c  r i bbons ,  c a i r n s ,  o r  o t h e r  d e v i c e s  i s  
p r o h i b i t e d .  The o n l y  e x c e p t i o n  i s  u s e  of  s u c h  t r a i l s  by P a r k  Management 
f o r  emergency  p u r p o s e s  s u c h  a s  s e a r c h  a n d  r e s c u e  and  f i r e  management and  
such f l a g g i n g  must be removed immediately a f t e r  t he  emergency i s  over .  

- T r a i l  crew o p e r a t i o n s  w i l l  avo id  unaccep tab l e  impact on t h e  r e s o u r c e s  and 
d i s t u r b a n c e  t o  t h e  v i s i t o r .  

-Regular  t r a i l  maintenance w i l l  i n c l u d e  t h e  removal  of rocks  and downed 
t r e e s ,  c l e a r i n g  of brush,  wa te r  bar  c o n s t r u c t i o n  and c l e a n i n g ,  f i l l i n g  of 
washed-out t r a i l s ,  and b r idge  r e p a i r s  and r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  accordance w i t h  
annual  work p l a n s  and a v a i l a b i l i t y  of funds. 

5.10.4. Bridges 

-Bridges t h a t  a r e  i n  e x i s t e n c e  w i l l  be maintained. No new b r i d g e s  w i l l  be 
cons t ruc ted .  A l i s t  of e x i s t i n g  b r idges  i s  found i n  Appendix F. 

-Ex i s t i ng  b r idges  can be r e p l a c e d  i f  damaged and no o t h e r  a l t e r n a t i v e  is  
a v a i l a b l e .  Replacement b r i d g e s  s h a l l ,  i f  p o s s i b l e ,  be of t h e  same type  o r  
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of r u s t i c  m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  a r e  compat ib le  w i t h  t h e  n a t u r a l  s e t t i n g .  Na t ive  
m a t e r i a l s  may b e  used  i f  i m p a c t s  a r e  min imized  and a f t e r  r e v i e w  by t h e  
Environmental  Management Committee and a p p r o v a l  from t h e  Superintendent .  

- A l l  r e q u e s t s  f o r  removal of a  br idge  o r  f o r  replacement  b r i d g e s  must go t o  
t h e  Environmental Management Committee and Superintendent .  

-The need  f o r  f o o t  l o g s  w i l l  be  e v a l u a t e d  on a  c a s e  by c a s e  b a s i s ,  a s  
mentioned above. 

5.10.5 T r a i l  l o c a t i o n s  w i l l :  

-Avoid v i s i t o r  camp a r e a s .   rails t h a t  a r e  t o o  c l o s e  t o  camps w i l l  b e  
cons idered  f o r  re - rout ing  on a  case-by-case b a s i s ) ,  

-Be a  minimum of 100 f e e t  from streams o r  l a k e s ,  u n l e s s  imposs ib l e  due t o  
t e r r a i n  1 i m i t a t i o n s ,  

-Avoid wet meadows and s o i l s  s u b j e c t  t o  cons t an t  o r  prolonged wetness ,  

-Avoid s t r a i g h t  a l ignment  both v e r t i c a l  and h o r i z o n t a l ,  

-Leave some l a k e s  and o t h e r  a t t r a c t i o n s  i n a c c e s s i b l e  by t r a i l ,  

-Have grade changes designed t o  p rov ide  n a t u r a l  d ra inage ,  

-Take advantage of s a f e  fo rds ,  and 

-Be redesigned,  where f e a s i b l e ,  t o  keep maintenance problems and e r o s i o n  
p o t e n t i a l  t o  a  minimum. 

- A 1  1 t r a i l  g r a d e s  s h o u l d  be a d j u s t e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  p a r e n t  m a t e r i a l  and  
should  not  p a r a l l e l  s l o p e s  on unconso l ida t ed  s o i l s .  There should  be l e s s  
g r a d i e n t  on unconsol ida ted  m a t e r i a l .  

-Unless abandoned t r a i l  s a r e  recommended and approved f o r  r e e s t a b l  ishment , 
o n l y  t h e  670 m i l e s  of r e g u l a r l y  maintained t r a i l s  a r e  cons idered  s a f e  and 
w i l l  be  s i g n e d  and marked on maps. P u b l i s h e r s  of  g u i d e b o o k s  w i l l  b e  
encouraged t o  do t h e  same. 

-Mechanical equipment t o  be used f o r  t r a i l  maintenance, c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  and 
r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  w i l l  i n c l u d e  rock d r i l l s ,  cha in  saws, s h o v e l s ,  r akes ,  e t c .  
T r a i l  c r ews  u s i n g  power t o o l s  s h a l l  be  t r a i n e d  i n  s e n s i t i v i t y  t o  t h e  
environment and t h e  v i s i t  or. 

-No r e l o c a t e d  t r a i l  may b e  c o n s t r u c t e d  o r  non-ma in ta ined  t r a i l  r eopened  
u n l e s s  t h e  proposed l o c a t i o n  and des ign  i s  reviewed by t h e  Environmental  
Management Committee and approved by t h e  Superintendent .  

-Erosion c o n t r o l  w i l l  r e c e i v e  t h e  h i g h e s t  p r i o r i t y  i n  t r a i l  maintenance. 
A 1 1  waterbars  w i l l  be c l eaned  and r e p a i r e d  a s  p r o j e c t  work i s  scheduled  f o r  
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t h a t  s e c t i o n  of t h e  t r a i l .  New wa te rba r s  w i l l  be cons t ruc t ed ,  when needed, 
from rocks ;  l o g s  may be used when rock  i s  no t  a v a i l a b l e .  

-When l o o s e  rock  i s  removed from t h e  treadway, i t  w i l l  be pu t  o v e r  t h e  edge 
of t h e  t r a i l  on t h e  lower s ide .  

- T r a i l s  w i l l  be f i l l e d  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s u r f a c e  by removing m a t e r i a l  from 
t h e  upper s i d e  of t h e  t r a i l  - u n l e s s  t he  volume of m a t e r i a l  needed c r e a t e s  
a  v i s u a l  impac t .  Barrow p i t s  w i l l  n o t  be  dug i n t o  t h e  s i d e  of a  t r a i l  o r  
w i t h i n  v i e w  of t h e  t r a i l .  M a t e r i a l  w i l l  be o b t a i n e d  f rom c o n c e a l e d  
l o c a t i o n s  w h e r e v e r  p o s s i b l e .  O l d  ba r row p i t s  t h a t  a r e  i n  u n a c c e p t a b l e  
l o c a t i o n s  w i l l  be o b l i t e r a t e d  w i t h  l o g s  and  n a t u r a l  d e b r i s  and  w i l l  b e  
r e h a b i l i t a t e d  w i th  n a t i v e  p l a n t s  where app rop r i a t e .  

-As t r a i l s  a r e  r e r o u t e d ,  i t  i s  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of t h e  r e r o u t i n g  t r a i l  
maintenance crews t o  r e h a b i  1 i t a t e  t h e  abandoned t r a i l  t read .  

- T r a i l  l o c a t i o n s  w i l l  a v o i d  s e n s i t i v e  p l a n t  p o p u l a t i o n s .  The s e n s i t i v e  
p l a n t  r e p o r t  by N o r r i s  and  Brennan  (1982)  and  N o r r i s  (1984)  w i l l  b e  
c o n s u l t e d  be fo re  b u i l d i n g  new, o r  r e r o u t i n g  e x i s t i n g  t r a i l s .  

-The re  i s  a  n e t w o r k  of t r a i l s  t h a t  a r e  no l o n g e r  m a i n t a i n e d  l a r g e l y  d u e ,  
o r i g i n a l l y ,  t o  l a c k  of  f u n d s .  I n  o r d e r  t o  p r o v i d e  a  more p r i m i t i v e  and  
unconfined type  of exper ience  t h a t  network of t r a i l s  w i l l  no t  be maintained 
i n  t h e  f u t u r e  e x c e p t  i n  s i t u a t i o n s  whe re  t h e  s y s t e m  p r e s e n t s  a  p o t e n t i a l  
s o u r c e  o f  d e g r a d a t i o n  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s .  T h e  n e t w o r k  o f  
u n m a i n t a i n e d  i s  o u t l i n e d  i n  t h e  S t o c k  Use and  Meadow Management P l a n .  
Where s e r i o u s  d e g r a d a t i o n  i s  o c c u r r i n g  o n  such  r o u t e s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
a 1  t e r n a t i v e s  w i l l  be cons idered :  

-min ima l  m a i n t e n a n c e  t o  c o r r e c t  t h e  problem 
-cons ider  r e r o u t i n g  p o r t i o n s  or  a l l  of t h e  t r a i l  
-cons ider  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  of p o r t i o n s  o r  a l l  of t h e  t r a i l  

5.11.1. Management O b i e c t i v e s  

To p r o v i d e  s i g n s  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  b a c k c o u n t r y  r e s o u r c e s  and  f o r  v i s i t o r  
s a f e t y  where necessary.  

5  .11.2. Management p o l i c i e s  

- A 1  1 backcountry s i g n s  w i l l  be rou t ed  from one q u a r t e r  inch  aluminum. They 
w i l l  be cons t ruc t ed  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s :  

The aluminum s t o c k  w i l l  be of t h e  brown anodized type  a s  s p e c i f i e d  by 
t h e  FPI.  

L e t t e r s  w i l l  be no l a r g e r  t han  th ree -qua r t e r s  of an inch  i n  he igh t  and 
be of t h e  American Standard a lphabe t .  
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L e t t e r s  w i l l  b e  r o u t e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  a n o d i z e d  m e t a l  i n t o  t h e  b r i g h t  
a luminum i n t e r i o r .  The l e t t e r s  w i l l  n o t  be  p a i n t e d  b u t  a l l o w e d  t o  
o x i d i z e  s lowly .  

P o s t s  w i l l  be 4' long and s i g n s  w i l l  be 2'  h igh when i n s t a l  led.  

-Signs w i l l  be provided  p r i m a r i l y  f o r  v i s i t o r  o r i e n t a t i o n .  Accura te  maps 
and brochures ,  which w i l l  i n c l u d e  d e s c r i p t i o n s  of management expe-ctat ions 
f o r  a p p r o p r i a t e  v i s i t o r  b e h a v i o r  and  a c t i v i t y  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  
backcountry v i s i t o r .  These brochures  and maps shou ld  l i m i t  t h e  need f o r  
a d d i t i o n a l  s igns .  

-Signs a t  t r a i l h e a d s  w i l l  be l i m i t e d  t o  t r a i l  d i r e c t i o n  and d i s t a n c e  s i g n s  
and  interpretive/information s i g n s  r e g a r d i n g  b a c k c o u n t r y  b e h a v i o r ,  
c o n d i t i o n s ,  and r e g u l a t i o n s .  

-Loca t ions  of management s i g n s  w i l l  be chosen f o r  minimum p h y s i c a l  impact 
and e s t h e t i c  i n t r u s i o n .  

-Signs may be  p l a c e d  a t  t r a i l  j unc t ions ,  showing d i r e c t i o n s  w i t h  m i l e a g e s  
and arrows,  a t  r e s t o r a t i o n  s i t e s ,  and a t  a r e a l t r a i l  c l o s u r e s .  

-Signs w i l l  no t  be p l aced :  

I n  a r e a s  where t h e r e  a r e  no t r a i l s  except  w i t h  s p e c i f i c  a p p r o v a l  by t h e  
Supe r in t enden t ,  

On n o n i n v e n t o r y  t r a i l s ,  e x c e p t  w i t h  s p e c i f i c  a p p r o v a l  by t h e  
Super in tendent .  

To i d e n t i f y  s t r e a m s ,  l a k e s ,  m o u n t a i n  p e a k s ,  p a s s e s  o r  p o i n t s  of  
i n t e r e s t ;  o r  

To p r o v i d e  f o r  o n s i t e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  e x c e p t  a t  c u l t u r a l  r e s o u r c e  
s i t e s .  

- S i g n s  t h a t  a r e  n o t  of  t h e  c o r r e c t  d e s i g n  b u t  a r e  o t h e r w i s e  a p p r o p r i a t e  
w i l l  be r e p l a c e d  a s  they d e t e r i o r a t e .  

A t imeframe f o r  t h e  removal  o r  rep lacement  of non-conforming s i g n s  w i l l  
be e s t a b l i s h e d  accord ing  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p r i o r i t i e s :  

S igns  t h a t  a r e  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  s i g n i n g  o b j e c t i v e s  w i l l  be removed 
a s  soon a s  f e a s i b l e .  

E l a b o r a t e  s i g n s  t h a t  a r e  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  s ign ing  o b j e c t i v e  w i l l  be 
r e p l a c e d  wi th  aluminum s igns .  

S igns  of t h e  improper m a t e r i a l  w i l l  be r e p l a c e d  a s  they  d e t e r i o r a t e  and 
a s  funds a r e  a v a i l a b l e .  
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5.12. Commercial Opera t ions  

5.12.1. Management O b i e c t i v e  

To p r o v i d e  b a c k c o u n t r y  v i s i t o r s  w i t h  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  g u i d e  s e r v i c e  
w i t h i n  s u f f i c i e n t  c o n t r o l s  t h a t  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  v i s i t o r s  t o  expe r i ence  
t h e  backcountry on t h e i r  own i s  not  unduly a f f ec t ed .  Commercial o p e r a t i o n s  
i n c l u d e  commercial packers ,  h ik ing  g u i d e s  s e r v i c e ,  w i n t e r  m o u n t a i n e e r i n g  
gu ide  s e r v i c e ,  e tc .  

5.12.2. Management P o l i c i e s  

-The number of commercial s t o c k  o p e r a t i o n s  o f f e r i n g  backcountry t r i p s  w i l l  
remain a t  p r e sen t  l e v e l s :  t h r e e  in-park, under concess ion  permi ts ;  and 12 
o t h e r s  o p e r a t i n g  under o t h e r  a p p r o p r i a t e  a u t h o r i z a t i o n s .  

-The number of h ik ing ,  mounta ineer ing  and c r o s s  count ry  s k i i n g  commercia 1 
g u i d e  s e r v i c e  a u t h o r i z a t i o n s  i s  n o t  l i m i t e d  a t  t h i s  t ime .  However,  t h e  
Supe r in t enden t  may e s t a b l i s h  a  l i m i t  on t h e  number of such a u t h o r i z a t i o n s  
i n  t h e  fu tu re .  

- In  t h e  f u t u r e  t h e  Super in tendent  may l i m i t  t h e  d a i l y  number of v i s i t o r s  
t h a t  may e n t e r  i n d i v i d u a l  t r a i l h e a d s  w i t h  a  commercial guide. 

- A 1  1 commerc i a l  l y  g u i d e d  t r i p s  mus t  b e  w i t h i n  t h e  t r a i l h e a d  q u o t a s  and  
permi t  r e s e r v a t i o n  system. 

-A1 1 commercial gu ide  s e r v i c e  o p e r a t i o n s  w i l l  comply w i t h  c o n d i t i o n s  of 
t h e i r  p e r m i t s .  

- B e a r p a w  Meadow Camp w i l l  b e  c o n t i n u e d  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  l e v e l  o f  
accommodations. It w i l l  be s tock-supported bu t  s t o c k  w i l l  no t  be a l l owed  
t o  g r a z e  a t  Bearpaw. 

-The p r o p o r t i o n  o f  q u o t a s  u s e d  by c o m m e r c i a l l y  g u i d e d  g r o u p s  w i l l  b e  
c o n t i n u a l l y  m o n i t o r e d  t o  a s s u r e  t h a t  v i s i t o r s  h a v e  f a i r  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  
b a c k c o u n t r y ,  t h t o u g h  e i t h e r  commerc i a l  l y  gu ided  t r i p s  o r  do- i t -yourse l f  
t r i p s .  

5.13. Land Occupancy and S t r u c t u r e s  

5.13 .l. Management Ob i e c t i v e  

To keep t h e  backcountry f r e e  of permanent improvements. Except ions  w i l l  be 
made o n l y  f o r  t h e  d e s i g n a t e d  h i s t o r i c a l  s t r u c t u r e s ,  e x i s t i n g  dams, 
s p e c i f i e d  Ranger S t a t i o n s ,  and those  f a c i l i t i e s  necessary  t o  p r o t e c t  and 
monitor  t h e  n a t u r a l  r e sou rces .  
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5.13.2. Management Po 1 i c i e s  

-The r a n g e r  p a t r o l  c a b i n s  w i l l  b e  m a i n t a i n e d  f o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  u s e ,  
i n c l u d i n g  u s e  by t r a i l ,  r e s e a r c h ,  o r  r e s o u r c e s  management c r ews ,  snow 
su rveyor s ,  e tc .  

-No new she1  t e r s  s o l e l y  f o r  v i s i t o r  convenience w i l l  be permit ted.  

-Temporary management s t r u c t u r e s  (i.e., f o r  r e s e a r c h ,  s u r v e y s ,  moni tor ing ,  
e t c . )  may be  p e r m i t t e d  f o r  a  s p e c i f i e d  p e r i o d  of  t i m e  a f t e r  a p p r o p r i a t e  
envi ronmenta l  a n a l y s i s  and  e s t a b l  i s h m e n t  o f  r e h a b i  1 i t a t  i o n  p r o v i s i o n s .  
Supe r in t enden t s  approva l  i s  r equ i r ed  f o r  such s t r u c t u r e s .  

-Designated h i s t o r i c a l  s t r u c t u r e s  w i l l  be r e c o n s t r u c t e d  and main ta ined  a s  
requi red .  See t h e  C u l t u r a l  Resource Management P l a n  f o r  d e t a i l s  and l i s t  
of s t r u c t u r e s .  

-Snow s u r v e y  c o u r s e s  o r  s t r e a m  f l o w  measurement  i m p r o v e m e n t s  w i l l  be  
l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  minimum necessary.  New t e l e m e t r y  s t a t i o n s  w i l l  be a l l owed  
o n l y  a s  l o n g  a s  t h e y  r e p l a c e  e x i s t i n g  s t a t i o n s .  P o r t a b l e ,  modern,  snow 
measuring o r  s t ream gauging d e v i c e s  may be permi t ted  on a  temporary b a s i s  
i f  they a r e  removed from s i g h t  du r ing  pe r iods  of heavy v i s i t o r  use. Long- 
term measuring d e v i c e s  may be i n s t a l l e d  i f  determined by t h e  Super in tendent  
t o  be  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  p o t e n t i a l l y  s e v e r e  i m p a c t s .  Snow 
su rvey  courses  and a e r i a l  snow depth markers  should  be ou t  of view of t h e  
v i s i t i n g  pub1 ic. Others  shou ld  be made so a s  t o  be removed dur ing  summer 
and put back i n  t h e  f a l l .  Winter snow courses  may be marked by orange and 
b l a c k  c o l o r e d  me ta l  s igns.  These markers  should  be l o c a t e d  s o  they  a r e  no t  
v i s i b l e  from t r a i l s  used du r ing  t h e  summer. 

-The primary emphasis f o r  keeping human food from b e a r s  w i l l  be on use  of 
bearproof  backpack c a n n i s t e r s .  However, bear  c a b l e s  o r  p o l e s  w i l l  be used 
where  n e c e s s a r y  t o  p r o v i d e  a  means f o r  v i s i t o r s  t o  make t h e i r  f o o d  
i n a c c e s s i b l e  t o  bears.  The u l t i m a t e  o b j e c t i v e  w i l l  be t o  e l i m i n a t e  bea r  
c a b l e s  and po le s  i n  f avo r  of bearproof  backpack c a n n i s t e r s .  

-The Bearpaw High  S i e r r a  Camp w i l l  be cont inued.  No a d d i t i o n a l  development 
t h e r e  w i l l  be permi t ted ,  nor  w i l l  s i m i l a r  camps be e s t a b l  ished. 

-The w i n t e r  use of t h e  Pear  Lake Cabin w i l l  con t inue  t o  be permit ted.  

- A l l  e x i s t i n g  improvements o r  s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  a r e  not  c l e a r l y  i d e n t i f i e d  
f o r  r e t e n t i o n  o r  needed  f o r  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  and  management o f  t h e  
backcountry w i l l  be removed. 

5.14. Admin i s t r a t i on  

5.14.1. Management Obiect i v e  

To ensure  t h a t  a 1  1 a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  u se s  and a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  d i r e c t e d  toward, 
and c o n s i s t e n t  w i th ,  accomplishing t h e  s t a t e d  o b j e c t i v e s  of t h i s  Plan. 
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5.14.2. Management P o l i c i e s  

5.14.2.1. R a d i o  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  a r e  e s s e n t i a l  t o  v i s i t o r  a n d  e m p l o y e e  
h e a l t h  and s a f e t y ,  l aw enforcement ,  management a c t i v i t i e s ,  and main tenance  
f u n c t i o n s .  R a d i o  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  e q u i p m e n t  w i l l  b e  l o c a t e d  w h e r e  i t  
p r o v i d e s  t h e  most e f f e c t i v e  c o v e r a g e  and  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  p o s s i b l e ,  where i t  
i s  l e a s t  o b t r u s i v e  t o  t h e  v i s i t o r .  M a i n t e n a n c e  a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  b e  
a c c o m p l i s h e d  a s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  e n s u r e  t h e  b e s t  c o n t i n u o u s  c o v e r a g e  w i t h  
s t r o n g  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  g i v e n  when p o s s i b l e  t o  t i m i n g  and means t h a t  h a v e  t h e  
l e a s t  a d v e r s e  e f f e c t  o n  v i s i t o r s  and r e s o u r c e s .  

5.1 4.2.2. T h e  u s e  o f  h e  1 i c o p t e r s  f o r  emergency o p e r a t i o n s  i n c l u d i n g  f i r e  
( b o t h  s u p p r e s s i o n  a n d  m o n i t o r i n g  o f  p r e s c r i b e d  n a t u r a l  f i r e )  s e a r c h  a n d  
r e s c u e  a n d  m e d i c a  1 e m e r g e n c i e s  a n d  e v a c u a t i o n s  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  a p p r o p r i a t e  
and h a s  c a t e g o r i c a l  a p p r o v a l  under t h i s  p l a n  from t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t .  I n  
a d d i t i o n  h e 1  i c o p t e r  s w i l l  b e  u s e d  f o r  o t h e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s u p p o r t  
f u n c t i o n s  i n  t h e  b a c k c o u n t r y .  However ,  t h i s  u s e  w i l l  b e  k e p t  t o  t h e  
minimum n e c e s s a r y  t o  p r o t e c t  p a r k  r e s o u r c e s  and w i l l  be  managed t o  p r e s e r v e  
t h e  s o l i t u d e  of t h e  d e s i g n a t e d  w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a s  of t h e  P a r k s  backcount ry  a s  
r e q u i r e d  by t h e  W i l d e r n e s s  Act. 

I t  w i l l  a l s o  b e  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  o f  t h i s  p l a n  t o  r e d u c e  h e l i c o p t e r  u s e  a s  
t e c h n o l o g i c  a d v a n c e s  pe rmi t  o t h e r  methods of a c c o m p l i s h i n g  t r a n s p o r t  i n  t h e  
b a c k c o u n t r y  o f  p e o p l e ,  e q u i p m e n t  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n .  An e x a m p l e  o f  t h i s  
t e c h n o l o g y  i s  t h e  r a d i o  t e l e m e t r y  e q u i p m e n t  f o r  snow s u r v e y s  r e p l a c e d  
h e 1  i c o p t  e r i n g  crews i n  t o  conduct  manual s u r v e y s .  

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  nonemergency u s e  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  must b e  rev iewed  by t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  committee who w i l l  make a  recommendation t o  t h e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t .  
The S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  w i l l  make t h e  f i n a l  d e c i s i o n  on t h i s  t y p e  of u s e  of t h e  
h e 1  i c o p t e r .  R e q u e s t s  f o r  u s e  o f  t h e  h e 1  i c o p t e r  may b e  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  a n  
a n n u a l  h e 1  i c o p t e r  o p e r a t i o n s  p l a n  o r  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  f  1 i g h t  r e q u e s t .  
D i v i s i o n s  t h a t  r o u t i n e l y  u s e  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  f o r  p r o j e c t s ,  s u c h  a s  
backcount ry  crew s u p p o r t ,  s h o u l d  p r e p a r e  a n  a n n u a l  h e 1  i c o p t e r  o p e r a t i o n s  
p l a n .  

D e t a i l s  of t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  management of h e l i c o p t e r  o p e r a t i o n s  a r e  found 
i n  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Addendum. 

5.14.2.3. Mechanized t r a i l  ma in tenance  equipment such a s  c h a i n  saws, r o c k  
d r i l l s ,  e t c . ,  a r e  e s s e n t i a l  t o  e f f e c t i v e  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  t r a i l s  a n d  
f a c i l i t i e s .  Such equipment w i l l ,  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  p o s s i b l e ,  be  used a t  t i m e s  
when i t  w i l l  h a v e  t h e  l e a s t  e f f e c t  on t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  v i s i t o r .  

5.14.2.4. C a b i n s  a r e  l o c a t e d  a t  v a r i o u s  p l a c e s  i n  t h e  b a c k c o u n t r y  a s  
n e e d e d  f o r  b a c k c o u n t r y  r a n g e r s ,  snow s u r v e y s ,  e t c .  T h e s e  c a b i n s  w i l l  
c o n t i n u e  t o  be  m a i n t a i n e d  and used  f o r  such a c t i v i t i e s .  Some of t h e  c a b i n s  
h a v e  h i s t o r i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a n d  w i l l  b e  m a i n t a i n e d  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e i r  
h i s t o r i c  v a l u e s .  



Sequoia & Kings Canyon Backcountry Management P l an  2  5  

5.14.2.5. A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  camps f o r  t r a i l  m a i n t e n a n c e  c r ews ,  r e s e a r c h ,  
r e s o u r c e  management ,  and  g e n e r a l  management a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  necessary  f o r  
management and  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  t h e  P a r k s .  Some camps a r e  u s e d  o n  a  
r o t a t i o n a l ,  r e c u r r i n g  b a s i s ,  and o t h e r s  a r e  u s e d  on  a n  a s -needed  b a s i s .  
Park S e r v i c e  pe r sonne l  must a lways comply w i t h  r e g u l a t i o n s  p r e s c r i b e d  f o r  
v i s i t o r s - - i f  anyth ing ,  NPS pe r sonne l  must be even  more c o n s e r v a t i v e .  No 
permanent s t o v e  bases  o r  f i r e  r i n g s ,  l o g  rounds, hewn-log t a b l e s ,  n a i l s  i n  
t r e e s ,  o r  permanent f i x t u r e s  of any k ind  w i l l  be a l lowed.  I f  a  camp i s  t o  
be  u s e d  f o r  more t h a n  f i v e  d a y s ,  a  p i t  t o i l e t  w i t h  a  t e m p o r a r y  s c r e e n  may 
be deve loped ,  bu t  must be e l i m i n a t e d  upon l e a v i n g  t h e  camp. 

5.14.2.6. A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  u s e  o f  s t o c k  i s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  many b a c k c o u n t r y  
management and  m a i n t e n a n c e  o p e r a t i o n s .  Such u s e  w i l l  comply  w i t h  
r e g u l a t i o n s  gove rn ing  v i s i t o r  s t ock  use. NPS s t o c k  u s e r s  w i l l  a v o i d  use  of 
a r e a s  h e a v i l y  f r equen ted  by v i s i t o r  s t o c k  whenever p o s s i b l e .  

5.14.2.7. NPS b a c k c o u n t r y  c r e w s  w i l l  g o  t h r o u g h  a n  o r i e n t a t i o n  p rog ram 
e a c h  y e a r  b e f o r e  g o i n g  i n t o  t h e  b a c k c o u n t r y .  The o r i e n t a t i o n  w i l l  be t o  
educa t e  crew members on backcount ry /wi l  d e r n e s s  management o b j e c t i v e s  and  
e t h i c s  a n d  t o  t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a s  p a i d  m e m b e r s  o f  NPS 
managementlmaintenance c rews .  

5.14.2.8. pe r sonne l  w i l l  comply wi th  a 1  1 backcountry u s e  gu ide1  ines ,  
such a s  packing a l l  garbage o u t ,  human was te  d i s p o s a l ,  e t c .  

5.14.3. A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Addendum 

A N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  addendum o u t  1 i n i n g  d e t a i l e d  
procedures  and l i m i t a t i o n s  f o r  t h e s e s  p o l i c i e s  f o r  NPS pe r sonne l  working i n  
t h e  b a c k c o u n t r y  h a s  been  p r e p a r e d .  I t  p r o v i d e s  f u r t h e r  d e t a i l  on  t h e  
p o l i c i e s  conta ined  i n  t h i s  p l a n  a s  i t  r e l a t e s  t o  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  use  of such 
t h i n g s  a s  h e l i c o p t e r s ,  s t o c k ,  s t r u c t u r e s ,  m o t o r i z e d  t r a i l  m a i n t e n a n c e  
e q u i p m e n t ,  e t c .  Each p e r s o n  who works  i n  o r  s u p e r v i s e s  anyone  e l s e  who 
works i n  t h e  backcountry must be f a m i l i a r  w i th  and o p e r a t e  accord ing  t o  t h e  
po 1 i c i e s  i n  t h a t  addendum. 

5.14.4. Coord ina t ion  With Other  Agencies 

Inyo, S i e r r a ,  and Sequoia  Na t iona l  F o r e s t s  i s s u e  pe rmi t s  f o r  backcountry 
t r i p s  t h a t  s t a r t  on  F o r e s t  l a n d s  and  c o n t i n u e  i n t o  t h e  P a r k s ;  t h e r e  a r e  
many o t h e r  common i s s u e s  and d e a l i n g s  w i t h  v a r i o u s  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t s .  For 
t h e s e  r e a s o n s  a  v e r y  c l o s e  l i a i s o n  w i l l  b e  c o n t i n u e d  w i t h  t h e  a b o v e  
Na t iona l  Fores t s .  C lose  c o o r d i n a t i o n  w i t h  Yosemite N a t i o n a l  Park w i l l  be 
m a i n t a i n e d  b e c a u s e  t h e  J o h n  Muir  T r a i l  and  P a c i f i c  C r e s t  T r a i l  c r o s s  
p o r t i o n s  of both Parks ,  S i e r r a  N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t ,  and Inyo Na t iona l  Fo re s t .  
Common i n t e r e s t s  a r e  a l s o  shared  w i t h  t h e  Toiyabe and S t a n i s l a u s  Fores t s .  
An a n n u a l  c o o r d i n a t i n g m e e t i n g  be tween  b a c k c o u n t r y  m a n a g e r s  o f  S e q u o i a ,  
K ings  Canyon, and  Yosemi t e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k s ,  and  S i e r r a ,  S e q u o i a ,  I n y o ,  
Toiyabe, and S t a n i s l a u s  Na t iona l  F o r e s t s  w i l l  be h e l d  i n  t h e  f a 1  1 p r i o r  t o  
December t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  p a s t  and f u t u r e  season 's  opera t ion .  
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5.15. Other  F a c i l i t i e s  

5.15.1. Management O b j e c t i v e s  

To ensu re  t h a t  f a c i l i t i e s  used by o t h e r  agenc ies  o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  
l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  b a c k c o u n t r y  a r e  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  b a c k c o u n t r y / w i l d e r n e s s  
v a l u e s .  

5.15.2. Mana~ement P o l i c i e s  

5.15.2.1. Dams l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  M i n e r a l  King V a l l e y  were  c o n s t r u c t e d  l o n g  
b e f o r e  t h e  i n c l u s i o n  o f  M i n e r a l  King i n t o  t h e  Park.  The dams h a v e  b e e n  
e v a l u a t e d  and a  r e p o r t  and recommendations have been made t o  Congress on 
t h e i r  e f f e c t s  on  p a r k  v a l u e s .  C o n g r e s s  i s  p r e s e n t l y  c o n s i d e r i n g  
l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  determine whether o r  no t  t h e  dams w i l l  be a 1  lowed t o  
remain. 

5.15.2.2. Snow s u r v e y  c o u r s e  m a r k e r s  and au tomat ic  e l e c t r o n i c  moni tor ing  
equ ipmen t  s t a t i o n s  a r e  f o u n d  a t  v a r i o u s  l o c a t i o n s  i n  t h e  b a c k c o u n t r y .  
These f a c i l i t i e s  p r o v i d e  v a l u a b l e  d a t a  f o r  e v a l u a t i o n  of long-term e f f e c t s  
of park u se s  and t o  v a r i o u s  water-using e n t i t i e s  and s t a t e  agenc ies  i n  t h e  
V a l l e y .  These f a c i l i t i e s  w i l l  remain i n  use. Over t h e  long  term, a l l  snow 
courses  should  be conve r t ed  t o  au tomat ic  e l e c t r o n i c  moni tor ing  devices .  

5.16. S c i e n t i f i c  Study and Impact Moni tor inq  

5.16 .l. Mananement O b i e c t i v e  

To p rov ide  f o r  and encourage s c i e n t i f i c  s tudy  and moni tor ing  t h a t  seeks t o  
e x p l a i n  t h e  n a t u r a l  func t ion ing  of backcountry ecosystems a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  
d i r e c t  and  i n d i r e c t  i m p a c t s  of  v i s i t o r  u s e  and management a c t i o n s .  To 
c a r r y  o u t  s t u d i e s  u n o b t r u s i v e l y  and by means c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  p r e s e r v a t i o n  
o f  t h e  b a c k c o u n t r y  r e s o u r c e s  and  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  s o l i t u d e .  H i g h e s t  
p r i o r i t y  i s  g i v e n  t o  r e s e a r c h  t h a t  w i l l  p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e q u i r e d  t o  
d e v e l o p  and  i m p r o v e  management p rog rams  i n t e n d e d  t o  m i t i g a t e  o r  a v e r t  
l o s s e s  of r e sou rces  o r  deg rada t ion  of ecosystem i n t e g r i t y .  

These Parks a r e  managed t o  p r e s e r v e  n a t u r a l  communities and thus  s e r v e  a s  a  
l a r g e  n a t u r a l  l a b o r a t o r y  a s  a  d e s i g n a t e d  u n i t  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Biosphere Reserve  program. 

- S c i e n t i f i c  s t u d i e s  w i l l  be  e n c o u r a g e d  a s  l o n g  a s  t h e y  d o  n o t  c a u s e  
u n a c c e p t a b l e  impac t  on  t h e  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  o r  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  of t h e  
v i s i t o r .  M a n i p u l a t i v e  r e s e a r c h  may b e  p e r m i t t e d  on a  s m a l l  s c a l e  when 
s u p p o r t e d  by a n  a d e q u a t e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n .  A l l  r e s e a r c h  and  m o n i t o r i n g  
p r o j e c t s  must i n c l u d e  a  s p e c i f i c  s tudy  p l a n  which w i l l  be reviewed by t h e  
R e s e a r c h  S c i e n t i s t  a n d / o r  Ch ie f  o f  R e s o u r c e s  Management and  D i s t r i c t  
Ranger. These s t a f f  members w i l l  make recommendations on each proposa l  t o  
t h e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  whose a p p r o v a l  i s  p r e r e q u i s i t e  t o  a 1  1 s u c h  p r o j e c t s .  
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Adequate monitoring of r e source  impacts w i l l  be conducted t o  e v a l u a t e  t h e  
e f f e c t s  of d i f f e r e n t  types  and i n t e n s i t i e s  of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  and v i s i t o r  
use. 

- A l l  equipment  s u c h  a s  f l a g g i n g ,  s t a k e s ,  e t c .  w i l l  be removed f o l l o w i n g  
complet ion of a  s tudy u n l e s s  t h e i r  r e t e n t i o n  i s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  approved by 
t h e  Superintendent .  

-Go1 l e c t i n g  permi ts  w i l l  be i ssued  on1 y  f o r  approved r e sea rch  o r  monitoring 
p r o j e c t s  t h a t  a d d r e s s  p r i o r i t i e s  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  R e s o u r c e s  Management 
Plan. 

-Long-term s t u d i e s  of n a t u r a l  communities and t h e  e f f e c t s  of v i s i t o r  use on 
them w i l l  be g i v e n  high p r i o r i t y  i n  deve lop ing  a  s c i e n t i f i c  s tudy program. 

-Research and monitoring needs w i l l  be i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  Natura l  Resources 
Management Plan. P r i o r i t y  l i s t s  f o r  new s t u d i e s  w i l l  be updated annua l ly .  

-Annual progress  r e p o r t s  w i l l  be submit ted by January 1 5  of each year  f o r  
each r e sea rch  p r o j e c t  c a r r i e d  out  dur ing  the  ca l enda r  year. 

5.17. UpdatingfModifying Management Ob jec t ives :  

To e s t a b l i s h  a  p r o c e s s  by which  t h e  v a r i o u s  e l e m e n t s  of t h i s  P l a n  can be 
updated, modif ied,  o r  cor rec ted .  

5.17 .l. Management P o l i c i e s  

- I n f o r m a t i o n  from t h e  b a c k c o u n t r y  impac t  m o n i t o r i n g  program w i l l  b e  
reviewed by the  park  s t a f f  a s  o f t e n  a s  necessary ,  but a t  l e a s t  annua l ly .  

-Based on t h a t  r e v i e w ,  t h e  p a r k  s t a f f  may p r o p o s e  t o  t h e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  
updat ing o r  mod i f i ca t ion  of t h e  Plan. 

- D e p e n d i n g  o n  t h e  n a t u r e  a n d  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  u p d a t e ( s )  o r  
mod i f i ca t ion ( s )  of t h e  P lan ,  p u b l i c  rev iew and comment may be sought. 

-The Superintendent  w i l l  review p r o p o s a l s  and make the  f i n a l  dec is ion .  



Sequoia & Kings Canyon Backcountry Management Plan 

LITERATURE CITED 

Baker ,  G. A., P. W. Rundel  and D. J. P a r s o n s .  1981. E c o l o g i c a l  r e l a t i o n -  
s h i p s  o f  Quercus  d o u g l a s i i  ( ~ a g a c e a e )  i n  t h e  f o o t h i l l  zone  o f  s e q u o i a  
Nationa 1 Park, Ca 1 i f o r n i a .  Madrono 2  8: 1-1 2. 

Benedict,  N. B. 1981. The v e g e t a t i o n  and ecology of s u b a l p i n e  meadows of 
t h e  s o u t h e r n  S i e r r a  Nevada,  C a l i f o r n i a .  Ph.D. d i s s e r t a t i o n .  Univ. 
C a l i f .  D a v i s .  128 p. 

Hanes,  T. L. 1977. C h a p a r r a l .  I n  Barbour ,  M. and M a j o r ,  J. ( ~ d s . ) :  The 
T e r r e s t r i a l  Vegetat ion of C a l i f o r n i a .  John W i l  ey and Sons. New York, 
NY. pp. 417-470. 

Majo r ,  J. and D. W. T a y l o r .  1977. A l p i n e .  I n  Barbour ,  M. and M a j o r ,  J. 
(Eds.): The T e r r e s t r i a l  Vegeta t ion  of C a l i f o r n i a .  John Wiley and Sons. 
New York, NY. pp. 601-678. 

N o r r i s ,  L.L. 1984. Update t o  T e c h n i c a l  R e p o r t  No. 8. S e n s i t i v e  P l a n t  
Species  of Sequoia and Kings Canyon Nat ional  Parks. Np. C ~ S U / U C D  Tech. 
R e p o r t  #17. D a v i s ,  Ca. 1 5  p. 

Norr i s ,  L. L. and D. A. Brennan. 1982. S e n s i t i v e  p l a n t  spec ie s  of Sequoia 
and Kings  Canyon N a t i o n a l  Parks .  NPS CPSU/UCD Tech. R e p o r t  NO. 8. 
D a v i s ,  CA. 120 p. 

Parsons,  D. J. 1979. The recovery  of Bul l f r o g  Lake. Fremontia 7(2):9-13. 

P a r s o n s ,  D. J., T. J. S t o h l g r e n  and P. A. Fodor.  1981. E s t a b l i s h i n g  
b a c k c o u n t r y  u s e  q u o t a s :  a n  example  from M i n e r a l  King,  C a l i f o r n i a .  
Environ. Manage. 5(4)  : 33 5-340. 

P a r s o n s ,  D. J., T. J. S t o h l g r e n  and J. M. K r a u s h a a r .  1982. W i l d e r n e s s  
permit accuracy: d i f f e r e n c e  between r e p o r t e d  and a c t u a l  use. Environ- 
ment a  1 Management 6  :(4) :329-335. 

Parsons,  D. J. 1.983. Wilderness p ro tec t ion :  a n  example from the  southern  
S i e r r a  Nevada, USA. Environmenta 1 Conservation. 10( 1): 118-1 25. 

P a r s o n s ,  D.J.  1986. C a m p s i t e  impac t  d a t a  a s  a  b a s i s  f o r  d e t e r m i n i n g  
w i l d e r n e s s  use c a p a c i t i e s .  I n  proceedings Nationa 1 Wilderness  Research 
Conference. USDA Gen. Tech. Report ( i n  press) .  

P a r s o n s ,  D. J. and T. J. S t o h l g r e n .  I n  p r e p a r a t i o n .  I m p a c t s  of  v i s i t o r  
use  on backcountry campsi tes  i n  Sequoia and Kings Canyon Nat ional  Parks. 
Unpub 1 ished  manuscript.  

R u n d e l ,  P. W., D. J. P a r s o n s  and D. T. Gordon. 1977. Montane and 
s u b a l p i n e  f o r e s t s  of t h e  S i e r r a  Nevada. I n  Barbour ,  M. and ~ a j o r ,  J. 
( ~ d s . ) :  The T e r r e s t r i a l  Vegeta t ion  of C a l i f o r n i a .  John W i  l e y  and Sons. 
New York, NY pp. 559-599. 



Sequoia  & Kings Canyon Backcountry Management P l a n  2  9  

S t r o n g ,  D. H. 1964 .  A h i s t o r y  o f  S e q u o i a  N a t i o n a l  Pa rk .  Ph.D. d i s s e r t a -  
t i on .  Syracuse  Univ. 336 p. 

V a n k a t ,  J.L., and  M a j o r ,  J. 1978 .  V e g e t a t i o n  Changes  i n  S e q u o i a  N a t i o n a l  
Park,  C a l i f o r n i a .  J o u r n a l  o f  Biogeography 5: 377-402. 

van  Wagtendonk, J. W. and P. R. Coho 1986. E s t a b l  i s h i n g  and implement ing 
t r a i l h e a d  q u o t a s  f o r  t h e  Y o s e m i t e  w i l d e r n e s s .  J. o f  F o r e s t r y .  ( i n  
p r e s s )  

Wehausen,  J. D. 1980 .  S i e r r a  Nevada  B i g h o r n  Sheep :  H i s t o r y  a n d  P o p u l  a- 
t i o n  Ecology. Ph.D. d i s s e r t a t i o n .  Univ. o f  Michigan. 240 p. 

The d e v e l o p m e n t  of  t h i s  P l a n  was i n i t i a t e d  i n  a b o u t  1 9 7 9  a n d  b e g a n  w i t h  
i n p u t  f r o m  a  c i t i z e n  c o m m i t t e e  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  Don B e d e l l ,  J o e  F o n t a i n e ,  
C h r i s  De St.  Croix,  and D r .  David Hood. Th i s  committee made v a l u a b l e  i n p u t  
t o  t h e  f o r m u l a t i o n  of t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  and p o l i c i e s  t h a t ,  f o r  t h e  most p a r t ,  
s t i l l  remain i n  t h e  completed P l an .  I npu t  from t h e  High S i e r r a  Packers  and 
t h e  H igh  S i e r r a  S t o c k  U s e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  was a l s o  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  i n  t h e  
p r e p a r a t i o n  of  t h e  e a r l y  d r a f t s  of t h e  P lan .  

The o r i g i n a l  d r a f t s  of t h e  P l a n  were l a r g e l y  p repared  by L a r r y  Banc ro f t ,  
Chief of Resource Management. During t h e  l a s t  c o u p l e  of y e a r s  t h e  P l a n  ha s  
b e e n  s i m p l i f i e d ,  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a b b r e v i a t e d ,  and  m o d i f i e d  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  
pub 1 i c  r e v i e w  comments. T h i s  work  was  1 a r g e  l y  done  by M a r v i n  J e n s e n ,  
Management A s s i s t a n t  and P a u l  Fodor, S i e r r a  D i s t r i c t  Ranger. S i g n i f i c a n t  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  development  of t h e  P l a n  were  made by o t h e r  key s t a f f  
members, i n c l u d i n g  t h e  o t h e r  Park  D i v i s i o n  Ch ie f s ,  D i s t r i c t  Rangers,  and 
o t h e r  s t a f f  members. 

8 .  APPKKDICES 
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APPENDIX A 

T r a i l h e a d  Quotas  

D a i l y  Entry Limi ts  for I n d i v i d u a l  Entry P o i n t s  

West Side T r a i l h e a d s  -- 
Entry 

F rank l in  Pass 
Sawtooth Pass 
G l a c i e r  Pass  
Timber Gap 
Pa rad i se  Ridge 
Hocket t /Atwe 1 1 
Tar Gap 
Eagle/White Chief 
Mosquito/Mineral 
Lady Bug 
G a r f i e l d  Grove 
Middle Fork, Kaweah 

"Crescent Meadow 
Wo l v e r t o n  

*Pear Lake 
*Twin Lakes /Si l  l iman 
*Redwood Canyon 

J O  Pass 
Be 1 l e  Canyon 
Sugar l o a f  

*Bubbs Creek 
*Woods Creek 

Copper Creek 
Lewis Creek 

Ent ry  L i m i t  

30/day 
20/day 
lO/day 
20/day 
lO/day 
25/day 
25/day 
25/day 
25/day 
15/day 
15/day 
25/day 
30/day 
25/day 
25/day 
30/day 
20/day 
lO/day 
25/day 
25/day 
30/day 
30/day 
20/day 
25/day 

*Group s i z e  l i m i t e d  t o  1 / 2  e n t r y  l i m i t .  The number of persons  on a s i n g l e  
non-reserved permit i s  l i m i t e d  t o  s ix.  

Send a p p l i c a t i o n  to :  
Chief Ranger's Of f i ce  
Sequoia and Kings Canyon 

Na t iona  1 Parks 
Three R ive r s ,  CA 93271 
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APPENDIX A 

T r a i l h e a d  Quotas 

D a i l y  Entry Limits for Ind iv idua l_  P o i n t s  

West, S ide  T r a i l h e a d s  -- 

F r a n k l i n  Pas s  
Sawtooth Pass  
G l a c i e r  Pass  
Timber Gap 
P a r a d i s e  Ridge 
Hockett/Atwe 1 1 
Tar  Gap 
Eagle 
White Chief 
Mosqui to/Mineral  
Lady Bug 
G a r f i e l d  Grove 
Middle Fork, Kaweah 
Crescent  Meadow 
Wo l v e r t o n  
Pear  Lake 
Twin L a k e s / S i l  liman 
Redwood Canyon 
J O  Pass  
Be 1 1 e Canyon 
Sugar l o a f  
Bubbs Creek 
Woods Creek 
Copper Creek 
Lewis Creek 

Entry Limit  

30/day 
201 day 
15/day 
25/day 
15/day 
25/day 
25/day 
20/day 
25/day 
251 day 
15/day 
151 day 
25/day 
30/day 
25/day 
25/day 
30/day 
201 day 
15/day 
25/day 
25/day 
30/day 
30/day 
20/day 
25/day 

Max. Grp. Sz. - 

Send app l  i c a t i o n  to :  
Chief Ranger's O f f i c e  
Sequoia and Kings Canyon 

Na t iona 1 Parks  
Three R i v e r s ,  CA 93271 
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APPENDIX B 

BACKCOUNTRY CAMPING RESTRICTIONS 

Rae Lakes  Loop: One n i g h t  camp l i m i t  a t  each  camp a r e a  a r o u n d  Rae Lakes ,  -- 
S i x t y  Lakes  B a s i n ,  C h a r l o t t e  Lake,  Dragon Lake,  D o l l a r  Lake,  and t h e  
p o r t i o n  of t h e  John Muir T r a i l  from Woods Creek t o  Glen Pass. 

I n  o r d e r  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  b i g h o r n  s h e e p ,  a l l  c r o s s - c o u n t r y  t r a v e l  a b o v e  
11 ,000 '  i s  p r o h i b i t e d  e a s t  of t h e  Muir  T r a i l  be tween Sawmil 1 P a s s  and 
Dragon Pass. 

Kearsarge Lakes: One n i g h t  camp l i m i t .  

B u l l f r o g  Lake: ( I n  Kearsarge Basin) c l o s e d  t o  a l l  camping and grazing.  

Timber l ine  Lake: (West of M t .  Whitney) c l o s e d  t o  a 1  1 camping and grazing. 

Heather Lake: Closed t o  a l l  camping. 

Hamilton Lakes: Two n i g h t  camp l i m i t .  Gas s t o v e s  only.  

Pa rad i se  V a l l e y :  One n igh t  camp l i m i t  

Maximum group s i z e  i s  25 pe r sons ,  and smal l e r  groups a r e  prefer red .  Group 
s i z e  i s  l i m i t e d  t o  one  h a l f  t h e  t r a i l h e a d  q u o t a  a t :  Bubbs Creek ,  Woods 
Creek, Twin L a k e s l ~ i l l i m a n ,  Pear  Lake, Crescent Meadow, and Redwood Canyon. 
Eagle  Lake: No camping between t h e  t r a i l  and the  lake.  

Mosquito Lake 111: No camping w i t h i n  100' of l a k e  shore. 

Hockett  Meadow: No camping between t h e  t r a i l  and Whitman Creek. 
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APPENDIX C 

FIRE CLOSURE SITES 

F i r e s  Gas s t o v e s  a r e  s t r o n g l y  recommended i n  t h e  h i g h  c o u n t r y .  Use o f  
wood f o r  f i r e s  i s  p r o h i b i t e d  i n  some a r e a s  due  t o  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  damage, 
both p h y s i c a l  and e s t h e t i c ,  r e s u l t i n g  from l e s s  than  n a t u r a l  accumulat ions 
of dead wood, m u l t i p l e  f i r e  r i n g s ,  and blackened rocks. The s tanding  dead 
snags a r e  p a r t  of t h e  n a t u r a l  beauty of t h e  S i e r r a  high country. 

Wood and t r a s h  f i r e s  a r e  p roh ib i t ed  above e l e v a t i o n s  l i s t e d  below: 
Kaweah R i v e r  Drainage ( a l l  fo rks )  9,000' 
Kings Canyon 10,000' 
Kern Canyon 11,200' 

Exceptions:  A t  Hamilton Lakes (which i s  below 9,000 f e e t )  wood f i r e s  a r e  
PROHIBITED. 

Gran i t e  Basin--wood f i r e s  prohib i ted .  

APPENDIX D 

CAMPING ACTIVITIES ALLOWED I N  SEQUOIA GROVES 

The a t t a c h e d  l i s t  r e p r e s e n t s  "wi lderness"  sequoia g roves  and whether o r  n o t  
camping and f i r e s  i s  a 1  lowed. C r i t e r i a  u sed  combined p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  
pr ime day u s e  a r e a s ,  e x i s t i n g  u s e  p a t t e r n s ,  and p o t e n t i a l  f i r e  h a z a r d s .  
F i r e s  a r e  n o t  a l l o w e d  i n  most  g r o v e s  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime.  As u n n a t u r a l  
f u e l s  a c c u m u l a t i o n s  a r e  r e d u c e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  f i r e  management program 
a d d i t i o n a l  g roves  may be opened t o  use  of camping r e l a t e d  f i r e s .  

Grove Camping Wood F i r e s  

O r i o l e  Lake 
East  Fork 
Redwood Mountain 
Big Spr ings  
Garf i e  1 d 
C a s t l e  Creek 
Cahoon Creek 
Horse Creek 
Redwood Meadow 
Eden Creek 
Cedar F l a t  
Denni son 
D e v i l s  Canyon 
South Fork 
Muir 
Pine Ridge 
Skagway 
Suwanee 
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APPENDIX E 

M I N I M U M  DISTANCE FROM TRAILHEADS 
FOR OVERNIGHT CAMPING 

Backcountry  v i s i t o r s  must t r a v e l  a t  l e a s t  t h e  d i s t a n c e s  p r e s c r i b e d  below 
f o r  each  t r a i l  b e f o r e  camping. 

AREA TRAIL FIRST CAMP DISTANCE 

Lodgepo 1 e 

Cedar Grove  

South  Fork 

M i n e r a l  King 

Lakes Emerald  Lake 5 m i l e s  
Twin Lakes Cahoon Meadow 3 m i l e s  
C r e s c e n t  Meadow P a n t h e r  Creek 3  m i l e s  
Wol v e r t o n  P a n t h e r  Gap 3  m i l e s  

Woods Creek 
Bubbs Creek 
Lewis Creek 
Copper Creek 

P a r a d i s e  V a l  l e y  7 m i l e s  
Sphinx Creek 4 m i l e s  
Comb Creek 4 m i l e s  
Lower Tent 3.6 m i l e s  

Sou th  Fork  Lady Bug 
G a r f i e l d  Grove  G a r f i e l d  

E a g l e / M o s q u i t o  White Chie f  Bowl 
E a g l e  Lake 
Mosquito #2 

F r a n k 1  i n  F a r e w e l l  J u n c t i o n  
Sawtooth Ground Hog 
Timber Gap Timber Gap 
T a r  Gap Deer Creek 
Hocke t t  C l o v e r  Creek 

4 m i l e s  
4 m i l e s  

4 m i l e s  
3.4 m i l e s  

4 m i l e s  
4 m i l e s  
1 m i l e  
4 m i l e s  
4 m i l e s  
6 m i l e s  
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Name 

Kern R i v e r  T r a i l  

High S i e r r a  T r a i l  

Midd le  Fork  Kaweah 
Hocke t t  T r a i l  
Hocket t Meadow 
South Fork Kings 
Bubbs Creek T r a i l  

John Muir  T r a i l  

E a s t  Creek 
M i d d l e  Fork Kings  

Dusy B a s i n  T r a i l  
Roar ing  R i v e r  

APPENDIX F 
BRIDGES 

L o c a t i o n  

Lewis Camp 
Big Arroyo Creek (2) 
Kern Hot S p r i n g s  
Buck Creek 
Lone P i n e  Creek 
G r a n i t e  Creek 
E a s t  Fork  C r o s s i n g  
Tuohy Cut-of f (3 )  
Upper P a r a d i s e  ( f o o t  l o g )  
South Fork J u n c t i o n  ( 4 )  
Sphinx Creek 
P i u t e  Creek 
San J o a q u i n  (2) 
LeConte 
P a l i s a d e s  Creek 
Woods Creek C r o s s i n g  ( f o o t  l o g )  
Below E a s t  Lake 
C a r t r i d g e  Creek 
Simpson Meadow ( f o o t  b r i d g e )  
Dusy Branch 
Ranger S t a t i o n  

APPENDIX G 

Des igna ted  Backcountry  Campsi tes  

Des igna ted  o r  e x i s t i n g  c a m p s i t e s  s h o u l d  be used a t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p l a c e s :  

Bearpaw 
P e a r  Lake 
Emerald  Lake 
P a r a d i s e  V a l  l e y  
Eag 1 e Lake 
Lower Mosqui to  Lake 
Kern Hot S p r i n g s  
Upper F u n s t o n  
Lower F u n s t o n  
Summit Lake 
E v e l y n  Lake 
Ho cke t t Meadow 



A p r i l  2 ,  1988 

The f o l l o w i n g  r e p r e s e n t s  minor ~ o d i f i c a t i o n s  t o  t h e  
Backcountry ?rLziragement P l a n ,  which was approved on 
Xarch 1 9 ,  1986. 

Page 13. S e c t i c n  5 .3 .  Campsi tes  

Add t o  5 .3 .2 .  3a ragemen t  P o l i c i e s  

S a z a r d  t r e e s  and i i m b s  w i l l  n o t  b e  s u r v e y e d  o r  c u t  down 
i n  undeve l saed   artl lor is of ~ h e s e  P a r k s .  The o n l y  
e x c e p t i o n  t o  t h i s  p o l i c y  a r e  t h e  e n c l a v e  a round  t h e  
Bearpaw Meadow Camp area and a round  b a c k c o u n t r y  Ranger  
S t a t i o n s  and s t r u c t u r e s .  Warnings a b o u t  camping u n d e r  
dead o r  l e a n i n g  t r e e s  v L l l  b e  p a r t  of  t h e  minimum i m p a c t  
s h e e t  p rov ided  t o  a l l  o v e r n i g h t  t r c - . ~ e l l e r s .  

Page 30. Appendix A. T r a i l h e a d  Q u o t a s  

Change Wolverton T r a i l  t o  maximum group s i z e  15. 

The Wolverton T r a i l  f e e d s  d i r e c t l y  i n t o  t h e  High S i e r r a  
T r a i l  which h a s  a g roup  s i z e  l i m i t  o f  15. Most camping 
s i t e s  a long  t h e  r o u t e  w i l l  n o t  accommodate 25 p e o p l e .  
T h i s  r e s t r i c t i o n  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  
r e s o u r c e  and w i l l  b e  more c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  group s i z e  on 
o t h e r  t r a i l s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  

Page 32 .  Appendix B.  Backcoun t ry  Camping R e s t r i c t i o n s .  

Add: L i t t l e  C l a i r e  Lake : No Camping W i t h i n  100 F e e t  o f  t h e  - 
l a k e  s h o r e .  

The l a k e  s i z e ,  s o i l  s t r u c t u r e ,  d r a i n a g e  p a t t e r n s ,  and  
v i s i t o r  u s e  p a t t e r n s  n e c e s s i t a t e s  t h i s  r e s t r i c t i o n  t o  
p r o t e c t  t h e  w a t e r  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  a r e a .  



Page 33. Appendix C.  F i r e  C i a s u r e  S i t e s .  

Add t o  excep t ions :  Nine Lakes S a s i n  -- wood f i r e s  p r o h i b i t e d .  

T h i s  l a k e  b a s i n  i s  h e a v i l y  used by backpackers  on t h e  
High S i e r r a  T r a i l  and on loop  t r i p s  from ,?finera1 King t o  
L i t t l e  Five Lakes. The a r e a  i s  g e n e r a l l y  v o i d  of 
f o r e s t e d  a r e a s .  The r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  wood supp ly  h a s  
been dep le ted  and remaining t r e e s  a r e  be ing  s t r i p e d  of 
l i m b s .  This r e s t r i c t i o n  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  p r o t e c t  che 
w i l d e r n e s s  r e s o u r c e .  

Bearpaw Camp h a s  been c l o s e d  t o  wood f i r e s  i n  t h e  p a s t  
Because of an  accumula t ion  of down wood and t h e  hazard  
t r e e  r e d u c t i o n  program, t h i s  r e s t r i c t i o n  i s  no l o n g e r  
n e c e s s a r y  and wood f i r e s  w i l l  be  a l lowed.  



May 29,  1986 

ADDENDUM 

BACKC O U I X R Y  WAGEMENT PLAN 

SFQUOIA AND KINGS CANYON NATIONAL PARKS 

The f o l l o w i n g  a r e  e d i t o r i a l  and p r i n t i n g  c o r r e c t i o n s  and minor  
m o d i f i c a t i o n s  t o  t h e  Backcount ry  P l a n  which  was approved  o s  I l a i ch  1 9 ,  1986. 

Page 18, S e c t  i o n  5.9.2. Management Po 1 i c  i e s .  

last e z t e z c e  o f  t h e  s e c t i o n  r e l a t i v e  t o  info in ing  t h e  p u b l i c  o f  p o l i c y  
on S t o c k  Use s h o u l d  r e f e r  t o  S e c t i o n  5.8. r a t h e r  t h a n  5.7. 

P a g e  3 0  a n d  31 .  A p p e n d i x  A. 

There  was p r i n t i n g  e r r o r  o n  Appendix  A. A t t a c h e d  i s  t h e  c o r r e c t  Appendix  A 
w i t h  t h e  w e s t s i d e  t r a i l h e a d  q u c t z s  z s  ?age 2O z i ~ d  e a s t s i d e  t r a i i h e a a  q u o t a s  
3s p a g e  31 .  

P a g e  3 2 .  A p p e n d i x  B. 

Under h e a d i n g ;  Minimum ErouD s i z e  is 25 p e r s o n s ,  d e l e t e  t h e  e n t i r e  s econd  
s e n t e n c e  which  b e g i n s  Group s i z e  i s  l i m i t e d  t o  o n e  h a l f  ... 

Page 33. APPENDIX D, CAMPING ACTIVITIES ALLOWED I N  SQUOIA GROVES. 

Upon r e v i e w  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  i t  became c l e a r  t h a t  c o n s i d e r a b l e  u p d a t e  was 
needed and t h e r e f o r e  t h e  a l l o w a b l e  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  as l i s t e d  below. 

Grove Camping Tl'ood F i r e s  

- ------ ---------------- -- ---- - 
O r i o l e  Lake Yes Yes 

Eas t  F o r k  Yes Yes 

Redwood Mountain Yes No 

Big  S p r i n g s  Yes N o  

G a r f i e l d  Yes Yes 



Grove Camp i n g  jiood F i r e s  

C a s t l e  Creek Yes Ye Q 

Cahoon Creek Yes Yes 

Horse Creek Yes Yes 

Redwood Meadow Yes Yes 

Eden Creek Yes Yes 

Cedar F l a t  Yes Yes 

Dennisen R i d g e  Yes Yes 

D e v i l s  Canyon Yes Yes 

South  Fork Yes Yes 

Mu i r  No No 

P i n e  Ridge  Yes No 

Skagwa y Yes No 

Suwannee No No 



May 29 ,  1986 

ADDENDUM 

BACRC OUfimP LWU'AGEMENT PLAN 

SFQUOIA AND KINGS CANYON NATIONAL PARKS 

The f o  1 lowing  a r e  e d i t o r i a l  and p r i n t i n g  c o r r e c t  i o n s  and minor  
m o d i f i c a t i o n s  t o  t h e  Backcoun t ry  P l a n  wh ich  was a p p r a v e d  cx March 19, 1986. 

Page 18, S e c t  i o n  5.9.2. Mana~emen t  Po 1 i c i e s .  

The l s s t  s e n t e n c e  of  t h e  s 2 c t i o n  r e l a t i v e  K O  i n f m i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  o f  p o l i c y  
on S t o c k  Use s h o u l d  r e f e r  t o  S e c t i o n  5.3. r a t h e r  t h a n  5.7. 

P a g e  3 0  a n d  31 .  A p p e n d i x  A. 

T h e r e  was p r i n t i n g  e r r 9 r  on Appendix  A. A t t a c h e d  i s  t h e  c o r r e c t  Append ix  A 
w i t h  t h e  w e s t s i d e  t r a i l h e a d  q u o t e s  a s  pzge 30 and e a s t s i d e  t r a i l h e a d  q u o t a s  
a s  p a g e  31 .  

P a g e  32. A p p e n d i x  B. 

Under h e a d i n g ;  Minimum g roup  s i z e  is 21 p e r s o n s ,  d e l e t e  t h e  e n t i r e  s econd  
s e n t e n c e  which  b e g i n s  Group s i z e  i s  l i m i t e d  t o  o n e  h a l f  ... 

Page 33.  APPENDIX D, CAMPING ACTIVITIES ALLOWED I N  SQUOIA GROVES. 

Upon r e v i e w  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  i t  became c l e a r  t h a t  c o n s i d e r a b l e  u p d a t e  was 
needed  and t h e r e f o r e  t h e  a 1  l o w a b l e  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  as  l i s t e d  below. 

Grove Camping Wood F i r e s  

O r i o l e  Lake  Yes Yes 

Eas t  F o r k  

Redwood Mounta in  

Big S p r i n g s  

G a r f i e l d  

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

N 0 

Yes 



Sequo ia  & Kings Canyon Gackcount ry  Management P l a n  

E a s t  S i d e  l lnd O t h e r  T 2 l  l h e a d s  -. - - 

Worth 'Laice 
Lamarck/Wonder Lakes  
S a b r i n a  Bas i n  
South  L a ~ e  
Taboose P a s s  
Sawmi 1 1 P a s s  
B a x t e r  P a s s  
K e a r s a r g e  (0.v.j 
Shepherd P a s s  
Whitney P o r t a l  
Cottonwood Lakes 
Cottonwood P a s s  

Send a p p l i c a t i o n  t o :  

White Mounta in  Xanger S t a t i o n  
798 Nor th  Main S t r e e t  
Bishop,  CA 93514 

Mt. Whitney Ranger  D i s t r i c t  
P. 0. Box 8 
Lone P i n e ,  CA 93545 

T r a i l h e a d s  From N o r t k e s t  Throg& S i e r r a  N.F. 

Sou th  Fork  ( P i u t e )  72 /day  
P o s t  C o r r a l  (He l l -For -Sure )  7 5 / d a y  
Crown Va 1 l e y  2 5 / d a y  
S p a n i s h  Lks.  era l d i n e  Lakes )  2 5 / d a y  

Send a p p l i c a t i o n  t o :  

P i n e r i d g e  Ranger  D i s t r i c t  
P. 0. Box 3 0 0  
S h a v e r  Lake, CA 93664 

T r a i l h e a d s  From S o u t h  Throu& S e q u o i a  N a t i o n a l  -~ F o r e s t  
Send A p p l i c a t i o n  t o ;  

T u l e  R i v e r  Ranger D i s t r i c t  
32588 Highway 190 
P o r t e r v i i i e ,  Ca. 93257 



Sequoia  & Kings Canyon B a c ~ c o u n t r y  llanzgenent P l a n  

T r a i l h e a d  Quotas 

D a i l y  E n t r y  L i m i t s  f o r  I n d v i d u a l  E n t r y  p o i n t s  

West S i d e  T r a i  l h e a d s  -- 

Ent  r v  

F r a n k l i n  P a s s  
Sawtooth Pass  
G l a c i e r  P a s s  
Timber Gap 
P a r a d i s e  Ridge 
Hocke t t lAtwel  1 
Tar  Gap 
Eag le  
White Chief 
M o s q u i t o / M i n e r a l  
Lady Bug 
Garf i e  l d  Grove 
Middle Fork, Kaweah 
C r e s c e n t  Meadow 
Wo l v e r t o n  
P e a r  Lake 
Twin Lakes /S i  11 iman 
Redwood Canyon 
J O  P a s s  
Be I 1 e  Canyon 
Sugar l o a f  
Bubbs Creek 
Woods Creek 
Copper Creek 
Lewis Creek 

Entr-r  Limit  -- Max, Grp. Sz. 

Send a p p l i c a t i o n  t o :  
Chief  Ranger 's  Off i c e  
Sequoia  and Kings Canyon 

Nat i o n a  1 Parks  
Three  R i v e r s ,  CA 93271 


