United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service
Carl Sandburg Home
U¥ REPLY REFER TO: National Historic Site
81 Carl Sandburg Lane
Flat Rock, North Carolina 28731-8635

W34
March 16, 2011

Dear Park Neighbor:

RE: Early Project Coordination Solicited for the Environmental Assessment for a Fire
Management Plan Update for the Carl Sandburg Home National Historic Site located in Flat
Rock, North Carolina

The National Park Service (NPS) is proposing to update its Fire Management Plan (FMP) for
the Carl Sandburg Home National Historic Site located in the Village of Flat Rock, Henderson
County, North Carolina (see attached Figure 1). An environmental assessment (EA) for the
current FMP was issued in September 2004. The Carl Sandburg Home National Historic Site
spans 264 acres and is comprised of approximately 215 acres of forest, 35 acres of pasture,
hayfields, lakes and ponds, and 14 acres of cultural core containing historic structures and
landscaped area. The NPS requires that every park with burnable vegetation develop and
update regularly a FMP.

As part of the updated FMP, the NPS is considering including prescribed fire (controlled burn)
as a management option to promote ecosystem sustainability, control invasive exotic plant
species, reduce wildfire hazards, and decrease risks to natural and cultural resources, park
infrastructure, and adjacent property. The updated FMP will continue the suppression of all
wildland wildfires (human-caused fires and naturally ignited fires) throughout the park. Within
established fuel breaks, the updated FMP will continue manual and mechanical clearing
treatments of dead and down timber and woody vegetation up to four inches in diameter. The
proposed updated Fire Management Plan will follow the management framework established
in the Carl Sandburg Home National Historic Site 2003 General Management Plan and the
guidance in the 2008 NPS Reference Manual 18: Wildland Fire Management.

The EA will evaluate the environmental, cultural and social impacts associated with the
updated Fire Management Plan, pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of
1969 (42 United States Code (USC) 4321 et seq.), which requires an environmental analysis
for Federal Actions having the potential to impact the quality of the environment; and the
Council of Environmental Quality Regulations at 40 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR)
1500-1508, which implement the requirements of NEPA: and Section 108 of the National
Historic Preservation Act of 1966 as amended, and implementing regulations, 36 CFR Part
800.

TAKE PRIDE'
INAMERICA



In order to ensure that all appropriate issues and concerns are addressed in the development
of this EA, we invite comments and participation. Therefore, we are soliciting any information

that you can provide relative to your area of expertise and interest that would aid us in this
planning and environmental review process.

We welcome any concerns, questions or feedback you may have to help guide our
stewardship of this public resource. You may submit your comments by accessing our Web-
based software—Planning, Environment and Public Comment (PEPC) at
http://parkplanning.nps.gov. Simply open the PEPC site, click on the Parks tab, select North
Carolina, and click on Carl Sandburg Home. From the Carl Sandburg Home page, click on

the “Update Fire Management Plan” project. You will then see where you may post your
comments.

Written responses should be submitted to the undersigned within 30 days. Written

correspondence should be mailed to Carl Sandburg Home National Historic Site, 81 Carl
Sandburg Lane, Flat Rock, NC 28731-8635.

Comments you submit during this “scoping” phase will be incorporated into a range of
alternatives and impact analysis in the EA. The EA will then be made available for further
public review and comment, and scheduled for release, later this spring, when we will again
solicit your input.

Sincerely,

Connie Hudson Backlund
Superintendent
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