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CHAPTER 4: HISTORIC STRUCTURE REPORT 1 

MICHIGAN ISLAND INTRODUCTION 2 

The following sections commence the HSR for Michigan Island. The disciplines of Architecture, 3 
Structural, Mechanical (HVAC and plumbing), Electrical and Environmental Engineering are addressed 4 
individually (refer to Volume I, Chapters 1 and 2 for more details on report organization and methodology). 5 
Michigan Island’s extant buildings include:  6 
 7 

 Old Michigan Island Lighthouse 8 
 Keepers Quarters 9 
 Second Tower 10 
 Assistant Keepers Quarters and Workshop 11 
 Power House 12 
 Shed 13 
 Privy 14 
  15 

The original construction of each building is discussed, followed by its specific history/chronology of 16 
alterations (determined by studying historic photos, historic drawings, examining park records and archives 17 
and on-site investigations and observations by the Study Team).  18 
 19 
The Physical Description section describes the current conditions, by discipline and by component, as 20 
observed on-site during the September 2009 site visit. Each component has been given a condition rating 21 
(as outlined in Volume I, Chapter 2: Methodology) in the Condition Assessment section. Treatment 22 
Recommendations are based on the preferred alternative of the May 2010 Value Analysis/CBA conducted 23 
at the park.  24 
 25 

Historic Photographs 26 

 27 
Historic Image MI-01: Old Lighthouse, 1904 (Source: NPS APIS Archives)  28 

No Dormers 

Yankee Gutter at Wood 
Shingle Roof 



CHAPTER 4: HISTORIC STRUCTURE REPORT 

112 Apostle Islands National Lakeshore CLR/HSR 

 1 

 2 
Historic Image MI-02: Old Lighthouse and Shed, c.1910 (Source: NPS APIS Archives) 3 

 4 

 5 
Historic Image MI-03: Old Lighthouse and Oil House, 1913 (Source: NPS APIS Archives)  6 

 7 
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 1 
Historic Image MI-04: Boathouse and dock with Lighthouse in background, 1913 (Source: NPS APIS Archives) 2 

 3 
Historic Image MI-05: Old Michigan Island Lighthouse, 1929 (Source: NPS APIS Archives) 4 

Nonextant Boat 
House 

Nonextant Dock 
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 2 
Historic Image MI-06: Second Tower Base with stone fire pit/planter, c.1930 (Source: NPS APIS Archives) 3 
 4 

 5 
Historic Image MI-07: Wood stairs, unknown date (Source: NPS APIS Archives) 6 
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 1 
Historic Image MI-08: Keepers Quarters screened-in front porch, c.1939 (Source: NPS APIS Archives) 2 
 3 

 4 
Historic Image MI-09: Second Tower Lantern and Lens, 1972 (Source: NPS APIS Archives) 5 

 6 

 
Screened-In Porch 

Fresnel Lens, Replaced in 
1972 by Modern Optic 
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 1 
Historic Image MI-10: Second Tower, 1974 (Source: NPS APIS Archives) 2 

 3 

 4 
Historic Image MI-11: Keepers Quarters Living Room, 1975 (Source: NPS APIS Archives) 5 

 
Keepers Quarters Windows 
Covered 
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 1 
Historic Image MI-12: Keepers Quarters Dining Room, 1975 (Source: NPS APIS Archives) 2 
 3 

 4 
Historic Image MI-13: Shed, south elevation, 1975 (Source: NPS APIS Archives) 5 

 6 

 
Shed Window Covered 

Note Grade to 
Door Relationship 
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 1 
Historic Image MI-14: Tram Cart, 1975, possibly from Outer Island and not original to Michigan Island (Source: NPS APIS 2 
Archives) 3 
 4 

 5 
Historic Image MI-15: Old Michigan Island Lighthouse without shutters, 1975 (Source: NPS APIS Archives) 6 

 7 
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 1 
Historic Image MI-16: Old Michigan Island Lighthouse with shutters, 1976 (Source: NPS APIS Archives) 2 

 3 

 4 
Historic Image MI-17: Aerial of the Shed, 1978 (Source: NPS APIS Archives) 5 

 6 

 
 
Shutters Reinstalled 
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 1 
Historic Image MI-18: Tramway to Power House from beach, 1978 (Source: NPS APIS Archives) 2 
 3 

 4 
Historic Image MI-19: Tramway to Power House from beach, 1978 (Source: NPS APIS Archives) 5 

 
Nonextant Platform and Stair 
to Beach from Tramway 

 
Nonextant Platform and Stair 
to Beach from Tramway 
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 1 

 2 
Historic Image MI-20: Second Tower Light Base, 1980 (Source: NPS APIS Archives) 3 

4 
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HISTORIC DRAWINGS 1 

 2 
 3 

 4 
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 1 
Historic Drawing MI-02: Pre-1919 Drawing of Details of Schooner Ridge Light, moved in 1919 to Michigan Island and 2 
erected as Second Tower in 1929  3 



CHAPTER 4: HISTORIC STRUCTURE REPORT 

124 Apostle Islands National Lakeshore CLR/HSR 

 1 
Historic Drawing MI-03: Pre-1919 Drawing of Details of Schooner Ridge Light, moved in 1919 to Michigan Island and 2 
erected as Second Tower in 1929  3 

 4 
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 1 
Historic Drawing MI-04: Pre-1929 Specifications for Second Tower Lantern  2 

 3 
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