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There are several regulations within North Carolina that deal specifically with threats from
noxious weeds. The most comprehensive is the North Carolina Plant Pest Law (Chapter 106,
Agriculture, Article 36, amended in 1991). This law provides for both permitting regulations,
nursery inspection, agreements against plant pest among growers, and criminal penalties that
violate laws or regulators.

In addition to the aforementioned Plant Pest Law, North Carolina also has regulations dealing
with noxious weeds. The North Carolina Board of Agriculture has identified the following list
of noxious weeds detailed within Chapter 48 (Plant Industry), sub-chapter 48A (plant
protection), Section 1700 (state noxious weeds). These weeds are divided into Class A, B, and
C-with each class representing the following.

•  Class A—Any noxious weed on the Federal Noxious Weed List, or any noxious weed not
native to the state and poses a serious threat to the state.

•  Class B—Any non-native (to the state) noxious weed, is of limited distribution statewide,
and poses a serious threat to the state.

•  Class C—Any other designated noxious weed.

Class A Class B Class C
•  Elodea, African

(Lagarosiphon spp.)
•  Fern, Water (Salvinia

spp.)
•  Mile-a-Minute

(Polygonum perfoliatum)
•  Stonecrop, Swamp

(Crassula helmsii)
•  Water-chestnut (Trapa

sp.)

•  Betony, Florida (Stachys
floridana)

•  Fieldcress, Yellow
(Rorippa sylvestris)

•  Puncture-Vine (Tribulus
terrestris)

•  Lythrum (any species not
native to North Carolina)

•  Thistle, Canada (Cirsium
arvense)

•  Thistle, Musk (Carduus
nutans)

•  Thistle, Plumeless
(Carduus acanthoides)

•  Water-Milfoil, Eurasian
(Myriophyllum spicatum)

•  Water-Primrose,
Uruguay (Ludwigia
hexapetala)

•  Bittersweet, Oriental
(Celastrus orbiculatus)

The regulation not only addresses the identification of these weeds, but also details regulated
areas where they exist, is able to grant permits, and inspection and disposal of noxious weeds.




