
Rehabilitation of the First Bank of the United States
Independence National Historical Park 

(East Elevation of the First Bank)



First Bank of the United States was chartered in 1791. 
The building opened in 1797.
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The bank featured an entrance flanked by winder staircases 
and a grand barrel-vaulted banking hall

1797 
First Floor Plan

Courtesy NPS



A major interior renovation was completed in 1902. Designed by James H. Windrim the renovation 
included a new rotunda, grand staircase, and addition on the west elevation (1911).

1902 & 1911 West Addition
First Floor Plan

Courtesy NPS



The building became part of Independence National Historical Park in 1955.  
In 1960 a HABS team documented the building.

1974-75 the National Park Service restored the exterior of the building to its 1797 appearance.
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Carpenters’ Hall

Merchants’ Exchange
Museum of the American 
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First Bank
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East Elevation West Elevation

Historic Fabric Assessment



Existing view from Carpenters’ Hall  east to the First Bank



Alternatives Considered

Alternatives:

1. No addition  

2. Limited west addition 

2A. Expanded west addition 

3. Limited north addition

3A. Expanded north addition



Alternative locations for an 
addition considered



Proposed site plan showing the proposed new addition on 
the west elevation of the First Bank.
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Interior View @ Entry, west elevation of the First 
Bank retained.  Addition set away from the building 

separated from the First Bank by glass.



Proposed North Elevation 



Proposed South and West Elevations


