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Project Background
 ▪ The National Park Service (NPS) and its partner, the Wolf 

Trap Foundation for the Performing Arts (Foundation), 
propose to amend the 1997 General Management Plan 
(GMP) for Wolf Trap National Park for the Performing Arts.

 ▪ The proposed amendment will serve to build upon and 
adjust elements of the existing GMP to meet the current 
and future needs of the park.  

 ▪ Established in 1966, the park is the first and only national 
park dedicated to the performing arts.

 ▪ The NPS is responsible for park operations and 
management, sponsors interpretive and educational 
programs, maintains technical equipment and backstage 
facilities that serve performing artists, and shares in 
managing the visitor experience.

 ▪ The Foundation, a private, not-for-profit organization, 
is responsible for the artistic programming, educational 
concerts, public relations, marketing, theatrical production, 
and shares in managing the visitor experience. 

 ▪ Both organizations provide services to visitors that allow for 
safe and enjoyable experiences at the park.

Photo Credit: NPS/USPP
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Park History
 ▪ The park land was first developed as a 200-acre farm during the mid- to late-1800s.

 ▪ In 1930, Catherine Filene Shouse, an accomplished social and political activist, author, and public servant, purchased 
property and named it Wolf Trap Farm after the Wolftrap Creek.

 ▪ From the 1930s until the early 1960s, Shouse’s family used the property as a working farm. The property was also used as a 
rural retreat from Washington, DC, and as a place to hold informal parties, fundraising events, and host friends and families.

 ▪ In 1964, Shouse approached NPS and proposed to donate the land and construct an amphitheater if NPS would establish and 
operate its first national park for the performing arts. The donation was tentatively accepted.

 ▪ On October 15, 1966, Public Law 89-671 (80 Stat. 950) authorized the establishment of the park “…for the purpose of 
establishing in the National Capital area a park for the performing arts and related educational programs and recreation use in 
connection therewith...” 

 ▪ The Filene Center opened in 1971, was destroyed by a fire in 1982, and was rebuilt and opened in 1984.

 ▪ On August 21, 2002, Public Law 107-219 officially changed the park’s name from Wolf Trap Farm Park to Wolf Trap National 
Park for the Performing Arts.
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Park Purpose and Significance
 ▪ The purpose of the park is to provide opportunities to experience live performances, related educational programs, 

and associated recreation in a pastoral setting within the National Capital area.

 ▪ The following significance statements have been identified for park. (Please note that the statements are in no particular 
order.) 

 – First and only national park for the performing arts. Wolf Trap National Park for the Performing Arts is the first and 
only national park for the performing arts. 

 – Home of the Filene Center. Wolf Trap National Park for the Performing Arts is home to the Filene Center, a premier 
outdoor performing arts venue that has developed technical and operational capabilities which supports a high variety, 
density, and caliber of programming. 

 – Collaborative partnership authorized by Congress. The collaborative partnership between the Wolf Trap National 
Park for the Performing Arts and the Wolf Trap Foundation was authorized by Congress to aid the park in presentation 
of performing arts and related educational and cultural programming. 

 – Bringing the performing arts to the public. Wolf Trap National Park for the Performing Arts was the realization of the 
vision of Catherine Filene Shouse to bring a diversity of performing arts to the public in the National Capital area. Her 
donation of the land that became the park allowed the vision to become reality. 

 – Cultural arts in an outdoor setting. Wolf Trap National Park for the Performing Arts conserves a former agricultural 
site that allows visitors to experience cultural arts and compatible recreation in an outdoor setting.
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 ▪ The approximately 130-
acre park is located on 
former farmland and 
contains three outdoor 
performance venues, 
the Filene Center, the 
Children’s Theatre-in-the-
Woods, and the Meadow 
Pavilion, as well as several 
other structures, paved 
and turf parking areas, 
paved roads, managed turf 
areas, meadows, hiking 
trails, and woodlands. 
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Existing Conditions 

 ▪ Less than half of the park land is developed, leaving 
approximately 65 acres of natural woodland, streams, and 
wetland and a wide variety of plants, animals, birds, and 
wildflowers.

 ▪ The park’s natural areas add green space to a dense 
suburb, provide refuge for many species, provide a 
migration rest area for wildlife, and serve as a living biology 
classroom to the community.

 ▪ The park includes two overlapping trails, a 1.5-mile loop 
trail and a 2.5-mile loop trail, that offer opportunities to hike 
and observe nature. Trail through woodlands (Photo Credit: Quinn Evans Architects)

CULTURAL LANDSCAPE REPORT:  
WOLF TRAP NATIONAL PARK FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS  
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Figure 3-32. Mixed 
Hardwood Forest (QE, 2020).

Figure 3-33. Successional 
Forest (QE, 2020).

Figure 3-34. Floodplain 
Forest (QE, 2020).
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EXISTING CONDITION & ANALYSIS

Figure 3-145. Farmhouse Bell 
(QE, 2020).

Figure 3-146. Birdhouse 
along east side of Gil’s Hill 
(QE, 2020).

Birdhouse along the east side of Gil’s Hill (Photo Credit: Quinn Evans Architects)
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Existing Conditions - Visitation

 ▪ The park received an average of 407,500 visitors annually 
between 2015 and 2019 

 ▪ The performance season runs late May to mid-September

 ▪ The majority of performances are held in the summer 
making June-August the peak visitation months, although a 
visitation spike occurs in December due to a holiday concert

 ▪ Although performances are seasonal, the park is open 
to visitors year-round with full access to trails and natural 
areas

Filene Center

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE  •  U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Foundation Document  •  Wolf Trap National Park for the Performing Arts

Trail volunteers leading a group of visitors on a guided hike on the Wolf Trap Trail
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Existing Conditions - Facilities and Performance Space

 ▪ The park contains multiple performance spaces. The 
Filene Center (approx. 7,000 capacity) currently offers 
approximately 75 performances annually

 ▪ The Meadow Pavilion is used during the summer for 
workshops and intermittently in the fall and spring for 
education programs

 ▪ The Children’s Theatre-in-the-Woods (approx. 700 
capacity) is used during the summer for children’s theater 
performances and intermittently in the fall and spring for 
education programs

 ▪ Other facilities within the park support visitor service 
operations and administration. The structures along 
the northern approach from the Gil’s Hill parking area 
to the Filene Center offer food and dining services to 
visitors and patrons only during performances and house 
administrative functions of the park.  

 ▪ Additional facilities throughout the park include restrooms, 
box offices, and concessions.

Children’s Theatre-in-the-Woods

Meadow Pavilion (Photo Credit: Quinn Evans Architects)

Foundation Document

6

Park Purpose
Purpose statements identify the specific reason for the establishment of a particular park. 
Purpose statements are crafted through a careful analysis of the enabling legislation and 
legislative history that influenced the development of Wolf Trap National Park for the 
Performing Arts, which was designated on October 15, 1966, when the initial enabling 
legislation was passed and signed into law (see appendix A for enabling legislation and 
subsequent amendments). The purpose statement reinforces the foundation for future  
park management administration and use decisions. The following is the purpose  
statement for the park:

The purpose of Wolf Trap NaTioNal park for The 
performiNg arTs is to provide opportunities to 

experience live performances, related educational 
programs, and associated recreation in a pastoral 

setting within the National Capital area.
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EXISTING CONDITION & ANALYSIS

Figure 3-139. Interpretation Storage Trailer , east 
and south facades (QE, 2020).

Figure 3-140. Terrace Deck, west facade (QE, 2020).

Figure 3-141. Meadow Pavilion, east and south 
facades (QE, 2020).

Figure 3-142. Meadow Kiosk, view from south (QE, 
2020).

Figure 3-143. Spring House, view from west (QE, 
2020).

Figure 3-144. Utility Building, east and north 
facades (QE, 2020).
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 ▪ Visitor and patron parking  
at the park is available in 
16 paved and designated 
grass lots 

 ▪ Parking capacity is 
approximately 2,700-2,800 
parking spaces, including 
41 accessible spaces at 
the Circle and Lots 1, 3, 
and 4

 ▪ A shuttle providing a 
connection to the West 
Falls Church Metro Station 
connects along Main 
Circle Road

 ▪ Drop off/pickup areas 
for ride sharing services 
currently operate in a pull 
off area on the west side 
of Trap Road

Existing Conditions - Parking and Transportation 
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Patrons and visitors arriving at the Filene Center main gate

Bioretention area in front of the Filene Center main gate

Patrons and visitors arriving at the Filene Center main gate

Patrons and visitors waiting outside the Filene Center main gate

Existing Conditions - Filene Center Main Gate 



19

Wolf Trap National Park for the Performing Arts Proposed GMP Amendment

May 27, 2021

Section 106 Meeting

View of the west and south sides of Food Services Stand AView of the south side of Food Services Stand A from the Filene Center

View of the north side of Food Services Stand A from the east meadow

Existing Conditions - Food Services Stand A
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View looking south of picnic area and the Encore Circle Lounge

View of the east meadow and Meadow Kiosk 

Existing Conditions - Other

View looking south of the pathway and picnic area along the west edge of the east meadow   
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EXISTING CONDITION & ANALYSIS

Figure 3-42. Filene Center (QE, 2020). Figure 3-43. Filene Center (QE, 2020).

Figure 3-45. Food Service Stand A (QE, 2020).Figure 3-44. Administration Building (QE, 2020).

Figure 3-46. USPP/Ushers Cabin (QE, 2020). Figure 3-47. Theater-in-the-Woods (QE, 2020).

Cabin (Photo Credit: Quinn Evans Architects)
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Proposed GMP Amendment Purpose
The purpose of the proposed action is to update the Wolf Trap National Park for the Performing Arts GMP to achieve the following 
in a manner that protects park resources and retains the park’s cultural landscape, outdoor recreation opportunities, and 
performing arts experiences in an outdoor setting:

 ▪ Create and improve amenities expected by visitors, patrons, and artists 

 ▪ Improve accessibility, safety, and security features to current industry standards wherever possible 

 ▪ Address long-documented site challenges, such as transportation access, pedestrian circulation, and stormwater 
management 

 ▪ Address deferred maintenance areas 

 ▪ Improve the visitor and patron experience and expand opportunities for year-round park use
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Proposed GMP Amendment Need
An amendment to the Wolf Trap National Park for the Performing Arts GMP is needed to address the following issues:

 ▪ The Filene Center has outdated amenities that do not meet current industry standards and/or expectations

 ▪ Facilities do not meet accessibility standards

 ▪ Facility configuration does not support current security/operational needs

 ▪ The visitor experience is impacted by the lack of shelter during inclement weather

 ▪ Children’s Theatre-in-the-Woods area lacks needed support facilities, such as a comfort station, shelter, and an appropriate 
kiosk

 ▪ Amenities for visitors and patrons are limited

 ▪ Patron and visitor queues for arrival and security leave them exposed to the elements
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Section 106 Historic Resources
 ▪ The park is eligible for the 

National Register of Historic 
Places as a historic district.  A 
National Register Nomination is 
in-progress.

 ▪ The park has prepared a 
Cultural Landscape Report that 
presents a history and context 
of the cultural landscape in a 
National Park.

 ▪ Contributing features include:

 – Vegetation
 – Spatial organization
 – Views
 – Buildings and 

structures
 – Circulation
 – Natural systems and 

topography
 – Land use
 – Small-scale features
 – Archeological sites
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CLR Contributing Features - Vegetation

Contributing Vegetation (large-scale) Contributing Vegetation (small-scale)
CULTURAL LANDSCAPE REPORT:  
WOLF TRAP NATIONAL PARK FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS  
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Figure 3-38. A comparison 
of vegetation between 1966 
and 1984 (top) and 2020 
(bottom) indicates that the 
overall arrangement and 
types of vegetation are 
maintained from the period 
of significance.

CULTURAL LANDSCAPE REPORT:  
WOLF TRAP NATIONAL PARK FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS  
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Figure 3-38. A comparison 
of vegetation between 1966 
and 1984 (top) and 2020 
(bottom) indicates that the 
overall arrangement and 
types of vegetation are 
maintained from the period 
of significance.
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Figure 3-38. A comparison 
of vegetation between 1966 
and 1984 (top) and 2020 
(bottom) indicates that the 
overall arrangement and 
types of vegetation are 
maintained from the period 
of significance.
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EXISTING CONDITION & ANALYSIS

Figure 3-39. Analysis of individual vegetation features within core developed areas of the park.

Credit: NPS/Quinn Evans Architects
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CLR Contributing Features - Spatial Organization

PRESENTATION TITLE  |  CLIENT NAME 
SPATIAL ORGANIZATION

Contributing Spatial 
Organization

• Open areas of broad 
lawn extending to the 
east and west of the 
ridge

• Enclosure of forested 
slopes and floodplain 
along Wolftrap Creek

• Cluster arrangement of 
Farm Core along ridge

• Cluster arrangement of 
Filene Center complex

• Cluster arrangement of 
Theater-in-the-Woods 
complex

Contributing Spatial 
Organization:

 ▪ Open areas of broad lawn 
extending to the east and 
west of the ridge

 ▪ Enclosure of forested 
slopes and floodplain 
along Wolftrap Creek

 ▪ Cluster arrangement of 
Farm Core along ridge

 ▪ Cluster arrangement of 
Filene Center complex

 ▪ Cluster arrangement of 
Theater-in-the-Woods 
complex

Credit: NPS/Quinn Evans Architects
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CLR Contributing Features - Views

Credit: NPS/Quinn Evans Architects
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Figure 3-23. Views analysis
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Figure 3-23. Views analysis
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Figure 3-23. Views analysis

Contributing Views:
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CLR Contributing Features - Buildings and Structures

Credit: NPS/Quinn Evans Architects
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Figure 3-48. Buildings and structures analysis
Contributing Views:
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CLR Contributing Features - Circulation Features

Credit: NPS/Quinn Evans Architects
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Figure 3-22. Circulation analysis
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Proposed GMP Amendment - OverviewProposed GMP Amendment - Overview
 ▪ Creates amenities 

expected by patrons, 
visitors, and artists and 
addresses deferred 
maintenance through 
renovations and/or 
replacement of existing 
structures 

 ▪ Improves accessibility 
throughout the park

 ▪ Adds security features 
and addresses security/
operational needs at Main 
Gate area

 ▪ Improves the visitor and 
patron experience through 
addition of walkway and 
queue line treatment and 
expands opportunities for 
year-round park use 

 ▪ Addresses patron 
and visitor experience 
regarding inclement 
weather

 ▪ Supports Children’s 
Theatre-in-the-Woods 
programming 

 ▪ Adds directional and 
wayfinding signage

*Note: The three Main Gate Circulation options are not illustrated on the above map. These options are presented on pages 35-39.
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 ▪ Improves accessibility 
and safety through 
revised circulation 
patterns, walkways, and 
new parking

 ▪ Widens pathways 
along the north-south 
entry corridor between 
Gil’s Hill and the 
Filene Center to better 
accommodate visitors 
and patrons

 ▪ Addresses transportation 
access and pedestrian 
circulation through 
revised circulation 
patterns, new parking, 
and a new pedestrian 
tunnel 

Proposed GMP Amendment - Circulation

*Note: The three Main Gate Circulation options are not illustrated on the above map. These options are presented on pages 34-38.
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 ▪ Improves accessibility 
through revised 
circulation patterns and 
new parking

 ▪ Accessibility 
improvements will be 
phased to address both 
site and Filene Center 
circulation

Proposed GMP Amendment - Accessible Circulation

*Note: The three Main Gate Circulation options are not illustrated on the above map. These options are presented on pages 34-38.
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Proposed GMP Amendment

Main Gate Approach - Tunnel and Walkway Option
 ▪ Provides a treatment for 

walkway and queuing areas for 
Filene Center performances 
along Main Circle Road and 
the primary north-south access 
from Gil’s Hill to help protect 
patrons and visitors from the 
elements 

 ▪ Adds a new pedestrian tunnel 
under Main Circle Road and 
Barn Road to replace an at-
grade pedestrian crossing of 
Main Circle Road

*Note: The three Main Gate Circulation options are not illustrated on this page’s maps. 
These options are presented on pages 34-38.
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Proposed GMP Amendment

Main Gate Circulation Options
Option A: Center Parking Option C: South ParkingOption B: Removed Parking*

*May incorporate the addition of a 
parking structure at Lot 4

All Main Gate Circulation options:

 ▪ Widen Main Circle Road to 
add a bypass lane for vehicles 
needing to access Lot 4, Lot 1, 
or the backside of the Filene 
Center

 ▪ Remove existing parking 
around Main Circle Road

 ▪ Reconfigure Main Circle Road 
to accommodate the expanded 
Main Gate, the additional 
traffic lane, and bus turning 
movements

 ▪ Retain the existing Metro 
shuttle loading zone along 
Main Circle Road

 ▪ Expand and enhance the 
Main Gate plaza to provide 
an expanded canopy and 
improvements for security and 
pedestrian flow
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Proposed GMP Amendment

Main Gate Circulation - Option A: Center Parking
 ▪ Removes, re-grades, and 

replaces the bioretention area 
enclosed by Main Circle Road 
near the Main Gate with a 
parking lot with approximately 
40 potential accessible spaces

 ▪ Alters the view of the Filene 
Center approach

 ▪ Retains trees to the south of 
Main Circle Road
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Proposed GMP Amendment

Main Gate Circulation - Option B: Removed Parking
 ▪ Slightly reduces the existing 

bioretention area within the 
center of Main Circle Road

 ▪ May incorporate the addition of 
a parking structure at Lot 4

 ▪ Adds a new sidewalk along 
the west and south sides of 
Main Circle Road to reduce 
the number of patrons and 
visitors crossing traffic at the 
intersection of Main Circle 
Road and Barn Road and to 
allow patrons and visitors to 
queue to both the north and 
south sides of the Main Gate 

 ▪ Introduces one potential 
pedestrian and vehicle conflict 
point at Stage Road

 ▪ Maintains the view of the Filene 
Center approach

 ▪ Retains trees to the south of 
Main Circle Road
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Proposed GMP Amendment

Main Gate Circulation - Option C: South Parking
 ▪ Reduces the existing 

bioretention area within the 
center of Main Circle Road by 
approximately 50 percent

 ▪ Adds a new parking area with 
approximately 65 accessible 
spaces along the west side of 
Main Circle Road

 ▪ Adds a new sidewalk along 
the west and south sides of 
Main Circle Road to reduce 
the number of patrons and 
visitors crossing traffic at the 
intersection of Main Circle 
Road and Barn Road and to 
allow patrons and visitors to 
queue to both the north and 
south sides of the Main Gate 

 ▪ Introduces two potential 
pedestrian and vehicle conflict 
points at new accessible 
parking area and Stage Road

 ▪ Maintains the view of the Filene 
Center approach

 ▪ Removes trees to the south 
of Main Circle Road to 
accommodate new parking 
area
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Proposed GMP Amendment

Main Gate Circulation Options - Circulation
Option A: Center Parking Option C: South ParkingOption B: Removed Parking
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Proposed GMP Amendment

Filene Center Area
 ▪ Adds security apparatus and 

safety equipment to the Filene 
Center entrance

 ▪ Improves accessibility between 
the lower and upper levels 
of the Filene Center through 
installing an elevator with Stand 
A and reconfiguring Filene 
Center seating to accommodate 
improved circulation

 ▪ Replaces Food Services Stand 
A and South Gate Service Stand 
with new facilities near existing 
locations

*Note: The three Main Gate Circulation options are not illustrated on the above 
map. These options are presented on pages 34-38.
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Proposed GMP Amendment

Filene Center Area - Stand A and Stand B Buildings
 ▪ Replaces Food Services Stand 

A with Stand A, a new universally 
accessible building

 ▪ Replaces the South Gate Service 
Stand with two new Stand B 
buildings

 ▪ Adds elevators at Stands A and 
B to provide universal access 
between the lower and upper 
levels of the Filene Center

 ▪ Stand A provides:
 – Double-sided concession 

service
 – Restrooms
 – Deck area/lounge and 

plaza area

 ▪ Stand B buildings provide:
 – Concession service
 – Restrooms
 – Covered security screening 

space
 – Roof-top accessible picnic 

area

 ▪ The implementation of Stand A and 
Stand B can occur independently of 
one another
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 ▪ Adds universal accessible picnic 
deck areas overlooking the 
meadow hill and between Lot 3 
and Ovations Restaurant

 ▪ Adds a new visitor contact 
structure along Barn Road 
which includes educational and 
interpretive displays

 ▪ Rehabilitates or replaces-in-kind 
the Associates Building with 
updated offices, catering kitchen, 
and a restroom

 ▪ Removes the Interpretation Staff 
Offices Trailer

 ▪ Rehabilitates the existing Cabin 
to support services, such as the 
U.S. Park Police, a visitor contact 
station, or usher space

Proposed GMP Amendment

Northern Approach
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 ▪ Adds an accessible path along 
the east edge of the meadow 
connecting to the Meadow Pavilion

 ▪ Replaces the Meadow Pavilion 
if the structure is substantially 
damaged by weather or flooding

 ▪ Adds a new Children’s Theatre-in-
the-Woods Pavilion (exact location 
to be determined), which includes 
restroom facilities and potential 
concessions and/or information. 
Options include permanent and 
temporary, seasonal mobile 
facilities

 ▪ Removes the existing Meadow 
Kiosk

 ▪ Improves flood resilience 
of the Meadow Restrooms 
through improvements including 
streambank stabilization

 ▪

Proposed GMP Amendment

East Meadow
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 ▪ Adds an accessible path to 
the Children’s Theatre-in-the-
Woods

 ▪ Realigns sections of trails 
in areas that have suffered 
erosion or other design issues

 ▪ Replaces a trail bridge

 ▪ Improves flood resilience of 
the Children’s Theatre-in-the-
Woods through improvements 
including streambank 
stabilization

Proposed GMP Amendment

Children’s Theatre-in-the-Woods
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 ▪ Adds a new formalized ride-
share loading zone to the West 
Lot through minor restriping

 ▪ Incorporates stormwater 
management improvements, 
such as the use of permeable 
pavement, in the West and 
East Lots

Proposed GMP Amendment

West and East Lots
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CLR Contributing Features - Summary
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Changes under Consideration for the Property’s 
Contributing Features:
-  Stabilization of streambanks
-  Introduction of new Children’s Theatre-in-the-Woods Pavilion
-  Addition of picnic areas east of ridge
-  Reconfiguration of Main Circle Road and walkway
-  Treatment of Main Circle Road walkway
-  Addition of accessible trail to Children’s Theatre-in-the-Woods
-  Reconfiguration of Filene Center Plaza and walkways
-  Expansion of Entry Plaza
-  Widening of paved farm core walkways 
-  Replacement of Stand A
-  Addition of Stand B
-  Rehabilitation of Cabin, Associates Building, and Main Gate     

Canopy
-  Replacement of pedestrian bridges

Avoid Adverse Effects on the Property’s Contributing Resources
-  Retain contiguous woodland north and east of Filene Center
-  Continue existing land uses
-  Retain paved and turf parking areas 
-  Place new development outside open areas east and west of Northern 

Approach
-  Maintain and operate existing structures with current practices (with exceptions 

of Stand A, Cabin, Associates Building, Main Gate Canopy, and pedestrian 
bridges)

-  Retain small-scale features

-  Locate development away from documented archeological sites

Minimize Adverse Effects on the Property’s Contributing Resources
-  Stabilize streambanks to protect potential damage to adjacent structures and 

facilities
-  Retain central vegetation at Main Gate Road arrival to Filene Center
-  Introduce new structures in locations sensitive to views and spatial 

relationships
-  Undertake design changes that meet the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards 

for Treatment of Historic Properties (SOI Standards)
 ▪ Design new and reconfigured trails and walkways using compatible 

materials
 ▪ Rehabilitate structures with new program as needed

 

Determination of Effects
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Anticipated Determination of Adverse Effect
NPS anticipates a finding of adverse effect due to the replacement of contributing structures

Mitigate Adverse Effect
- NPS anticipates the need of a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) or Programmatic 

Agreement (PA) to mitigate adverse effects on historic resources
- Potential mitigation measures include the following:

 ▪ Design review.  As projects are implemented, NPS and the Foundation will coordinate 
with consulting parties to provide a design review 

 ▪ Documentation.  If contributing structures within the site are altered, removed, or 
replaced, the NPS and the Foundation will conduct Historic American Buildings Surveys 
(HABS) to record the structures.

 ▪ Archeology.  The NPS and Foundation will conduct archeological testing and, if 
necessary, monitoring, in locations with moderate or high probability for archeological 
resources prior to construction.

Determination of Effects
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Existing Conditions Proposed GMP Amendment
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Questions?

Mute/unmute
yourself

Raise your hand

Open chat box to 
sign in and type a 

question
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Thank You!


