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The National Park Service (NPS) will remove developments
(house, shop, covered storage building, outhouse, septic
system, water system (well), and gravel road/driveway) from
the Bell property located on Bell Road (Chelan County
Property ID #52272) in the Stehekin Valley. The developments are within the channel migration zone of the
Stehekin River in the Lake Chelan National Recreation Area (part of the North Cascades National Park
Service Complex (NOCA)). 

The channel migration zone is subject to future erosion and occupation by the active channels of the
Stehekin River, thus removal of developments removes the threat of damage by erosion, flooding, and their
incorporation into the Stehekin River. Property values such as aesthetics and water quality may be
compromised by damaged and flooded structures and the septic system and asbestos in the house could
contaminate the river. A proactive approach in this dynamic landscape also results in long-term cost savings
to the NPS, as it removes the expense of trying to protect property from flooding and erosion.  

The NPS is seeking your input on proposed mitigations that will offset the removal of the Bell house from
the Stehekin River channel migration zone. Because this structure is eligible for listing on the National
Register of Historic Places, its removal is an "adverse effect" on the historic property, per Section 106 of the
National Historic Preservation Act, which requires agencies take into account and mitigate the effects of
their actions on historic properties. Information on the resolution of adverse effects on historic properties is
available at 36 CFR § 800.6 via http://www.achp.gov/regs-rev04.pdf.  

Please see the provided background document via the "Open for Comment" link to the left for additional
information on the proposal, such as photos of the existing developments on the parcel, a map of the
project location, and a map of the Area of Potential Effect (APE).  

The NPS has determined that there is a greater benefit to restoring and protecting the channel migration
zone than for the preservation of the historic structure. Accordingly, the NPS must mitigate the effects of the
removal of this historic structure to the community of Stehekin and the greater public. This mitigation must
be equal to the impact that the removal creates. 

Your comments on the proposed mitigations and/or proposal(s) of other appropriate mitigations to minimize
the effects of the removal of this structure are requested. 

Required mitigation: 

- Conduct Historic American Building Survey (HABS) documentation of the structure which typically includes
writing a narrative history, creating measured drawings, and photo-documentation.

Proposed mitigations: 

- Create an interpretive panel to be displayed in the Golden West Visitor Center with photographs and
explanatory text of the Bell house and the Bell family in Stehekin.

- Host a "virtual" version of the exhibit on the NPS NOCA website to make it available to the greater public.

The final mitigation plan will be approved by NPS and the Washington State Department of Archaeology
and Historic Preservation and will incorporate public comment where feasible.  
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Figure 1. Vicinity map of the Area of Potential Effect for the project. 
 
 
 



 
 
Figure 2.  Discontinuous APEs surrounding improvements at the Bell/Karapostoles property. 
 
 
 



Red rectangles are APE



























REFERENCES CITED 
 
National Park Service (NPS) 
  2012 Land Protection Plan.  North Cascades National Park Service Complex, 810 State Route 

20, Sedro-Woolley, WA.  Report on file at the Collections Facilities in Marblemount, 
WA. 

 
Sholin, Carl E., Noah W. Heidenreich, Jamison M. Jordan, and Kim Kwarsick 
  2017 Archeological and Historic Structures Survey in Support of NPS projects in Stehekin, 

Chelan County, Washington.  North Cascades National Park Service Complex, 810 State 
Route 20, Sedro-Woolley, WA.  Report on file at the Collections Facility in 
Marblemount, WA. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

State of Washington • Department of Archaeology & Historic Preservation 

P.O. Box 48343 • Olympia, Washington  98504-8343 • (360) 586-3065 

www.dahp.wa.gov 

 

 
January 30, 2018 
 
Ms. Kim Kwarsick 
US National Park Service - North Cascades National Park 
810 SR 20 
Sedro Woolley, WA 98284 
 
In future correspondence please refer to: 
Project Tracking Code:         2018-01-00632 
Property:    Bell/Karapostoles House Demolition 
Re:             ADVERSE Effect 
 
Dear Ms. Kwarsick: 
 
Thank you for contacting the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) and Department of 
Archaeology and Historic Preservation (DAHP) regarding the above referenced proposal. We 
have reviewed the materials you provided for this project. As a result of our review, we concur 
with your determination that the project as proposed will have an Adverse Effect on a property 
listed in, or eligible for listing in, the National Register of Historic Places. 
 
In view of our concurrence on the adverse effect determination, we look forward to further 
consultation and the development of a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA).  The MOA shall 
identify specific measures that when implemented will serve to mitigate the adverse effect on 
the property. 
 
Also, we appreciate receiving any correspondence or comments from concerned tribes or other 
parties that you receive as you consult under the requirements of 36 CFR 800.4(a)(4).  These 
comments are based on the information available at the time of this review and on behalf of the 
State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act and its implementing regulations 36 CFR 800.   
 
Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment.  Should you have any questions, please 
feel free to contact me. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Russell Holter 
Project Compliance Reviewer 
(360) 586-3533 
russell.holter@dahp.wa.gov 
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