


5:15 Check-In begins
-------
6:00 Welcome - Georgetown Heritage

6:05 Introduction - National Park Service 

6:15 Canal Plan Presentation - James Corner Field Operations 

6:45 Open House Instructions 

6:50       Open House Canal Plan Stations

7:55 Closing Remarks 

8:00 Meeting Adjourns. Additional conversation 

8:15 Departure

CHESAPEAKE & OHIO CANAL NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK
GEORGETOWN CANAL PLAN 

AGENDA



Georgetown Heritage
A Community Organization 

 Our Goals
Interpretation + Education + Preservation + Revitalization 



Georgetown Canal Plan
A Partnership to Create a Concept Design 
Restore, revitalize, and reimagine the 
one-mile section of the C&O Canal in Georgetown  

• Working Together: 
• National Park Service

• Georgetown Heritage

• Georgetown Business 
Improvement District

• DC Office of Planning



Vision for the Georgetown Canal Plan

Design a sustainable, 
maintainable, ecologically 
sensitive, safe and accessible 
urban place that serves a 
diverse group of users.

Celebrate and respect the 
park’s historic character and 
sense of place.

Provide active and passive 
recreational opportunities, essential 
services, events and programs.



Chesapeake and Ohio Canal National 
Historical Park

Established on January 8, 1971 
to “preserve and interpret the 
historic and scenic features of 
the Chesapeake and Ohio 
Canal, and to develop the 
potential of the canal for 
public recreation...” 



Nationally Significant: 19th Century 
American Transportation and Engineering

1828
Construction

Began

1850
Construction
Completed in 
Cumberland

1924
Navigation

Ends

1938
U.S. 

Government
Acquires

1961 
National 

Monument

1971 
National 
Historical 

Park

• 74 canal locks
• 11 aqueducts
• 240+ culverts
• 3,118 ft Paw Paw Tunnel
• 1 Incline Plane



Commerce
Military 

Ethnic Heritage 
Architecture 

Conservation & Recreation 
Agriculture 

Industry & Commerce 
Transportation 

Community Development 
Recreation 

Archaeological Importance

Many Layers of Significance



Inspired a 
generation of 
conservationists

4.8 million 
visitors per 
year

Exceptional 
preservation of 
American canal 
transportation and 
engineering 
technology

One of the most 
heavily used trails in 
the nation

Covers three 
physiographic 
provinces; a 
unique riparian 
ecosystem

Encompasses significant 
places for the research, 
understanding, and 
interpretation of the 
cultural and social history 
of the Potomac River 
Basin.





The C&O Canal: A Continuous Corridor



The Mules Tread Here
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