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Meeting Agenda

1. Welcome and Introductions

2. Project Background

3. Work Completed to Date

4. Review Concept Design Alternatives

5. Next Planning Steps

6. Discussion, Comments, and Feedback
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Point Park that provide fun, safe access to the Anacostia River for 
neighbors and visitors alike.  Our hope is that the future park will 
improve access to the river, create new and diverse recreational 
activities, and help meet the goal of a fishable, swimmable Anacostia 
River.

 Develop a set of recommendations for creating recreation opportunities 
at the park by enhancing underutilized spaces for public enjoyment.
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Washington Post, Nov 21, 1886.
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• 1933 FDR puts DC Parks under the NPS oversight

• 1964 Lady Bird Johnson hires Halprin to develop 

recommendations for the outdoor environment as part 

of her non profit The Society For a More Beautiful 

Capital.  His recommendations was that the Anacostia 

Park lands be developed to their highest recreation 

potential both for local and citywide use.

• 1976 funding became available for basketball, softball, 

skating, play and picnic areas.

• 1998 Mayor Williams pledges to make the river a 

priority.

• 2003 Anacostia Waterfront plan was developed

• 2015 start to see some significant improvements
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forth…………

1. What is the significance of the park location ?

2. What are some of the major site limitations?

3. What should be the purpose of this park and 

how should it fit into the overall waterfront 

system and the renaissance of the area?

4. How should it be redeveloped to meet current 

and future needs?

 Who are the park users?

 What recreational facilities and amenities 

should be provided?

5. What opportunities exist for programming and 

partnership development?
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Average width – 120+/-

1500 LF of shoreline
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Shoreline Condition 1 & 2
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Shoreline Condition 3
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Shoreline Condition 4
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Least favored images – public meeting
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Least favored images – online responses
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most favored images – public meeting



December 13, 2016

EXPERIENCE
YOUR
AMERICA

most favored images – online responses
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public comments indicate:

1. A unique and distinct park setting is desired - not

an extension of the existing urban waterfront fabric.

2. Desired activities are water based and the park

should support and provide maximum accessibility.

3. Waterfront trail and pedestrian connections are

important. Bike and walking paths should be

provided.

4. A natural shoreline should be developed and more

trees and natural vegetation should be provided.

5. Direct access to the water should be provided

without over-developing the shoreline.
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Potential Public Access

0.25 mi.

0.5 mi.

1 mi.

Amidon-Bowen Elementary School

King-Greenleaf Rec. Center
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Amidon-Bowen Elementary School

King-Greenleaf Rec. Center

Nearby Water Access 1900 Half Street

Paddling Distance 

from Buzzard 

Point Park

0.1 Miles

Amenities • Private

development with 

public launch area

0.25 mi.

0.5 mi.

1 mi.
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Amidon-Bowen Elementary School

King-Greenleaf Rec. Center

Nearby Water Access
Diamond Teague 

Dock
(Ballpark Boathouse)

Paddling Distance 

from Buzzard 

Point Park

0.6 Miles

Amenities • Canoe/Kayak 

Rental 

• Floating Dock

• Small Craft

Storage 

• Classes

0.25 mi.

0.5 mi.

1 mi.
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Amidon-Bowen Elementary School

King-Greenleaf Rec. Center

Nearby Water Access Yards Park

Paddling Distance 

from Buzzard 

Point Park

0.8 Miles

Amenities • Restrooms 

• Canoe/Kayak 

Launch

• Marina Operated 

and Programmed 

by Living 

Classrooms

0.25 mi.

0.5 mi.

1 mi.
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Amidon-Bowen Elementary School

King-Greenleaf Rec. Center

Nearby Water 
Access

Anacostia 

Community 

Boathouse

Paddling Distance 

from Buzzard 

Point Park

2.3 Miles

Amenities • Floating Dock

• Marina

0.25 mi.

0.5 mi.

1 mi.

Provides non-motorized 

recreational boating 

programs including 

rowing and paddling, 

environmental education, 

and programs with 

partner organizations. 
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Peninsula 88
+/-110 Units

1900 Half Street
+/-462 Units

Riverpoint
+/-535 Units

Planned Adjacent  Developments

Pepco Bldg.
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Narrowest: 

point 50’

Widest point 

200’
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Key Recommendations

1. Maximize and increase value of recreational space by

developing an interconnected system of elevated trails

within the waterway that connect to the Anacostia River

Trail and Promenade.

2. Integrate the concepts and guidelines set forth by the

Buzzard Point Vision Framework and Implementation

Plan.

3. Create a unique area that serves as a green oasis and

respite for local residents and visitors.

4. Provide a series of Rec Pods and un-programed spaces

within the park.

5. Provide multiple opportunities for local access for water

based activities.

6. Implement a Kayak Share program.
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Design Concept

Inspired by the native marshland that historically softened the transition

between land and water, our design concept for Buzzard Point Park seeks to

restore the natural beauty of the site. Located in a busy urban area, Buzzard

Point Park will become a neighborhood treasure where residents can stroll

down a shoreline promenade lined with trees and marsh grasses, muffling the

sounds of the city. The waterfront, once inaccessible, will be transformed into

a peaceful retreat for both recreation and relaxation.

Our design begins with the shoreline. In sharp contrast to the hard lines

traditionally used in waterfront parks, our concept utilizes soft edges and

organic shapes defined by native marsh plantings. This holistic approach

provides shoreline stability and flood protection, while making the waterfront

accessible. To enhance this experience, a Kayak Share program allows

residents a new way to engage with the waterfront.

Rec Pods provide quiet areas of respite, delineated by lush, green transition

areas. Visitors seeking active recreation will be able to utilize the continuation

of the Anacostia River Trail, linking to the existing trail ending at Diamond

Teague Park. Buzzard Point Park will become a peaceful retreat nestled along

the shoreline for generations of residents to enjoy.
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Concept 1
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Concept 1

1

2

3

4

5

Adjacent mixed-use land development

Landscape transition zone

Open lawn

Rec Pod

Landscape buffer

6

7

8

9

Multi-use trail

Stormwater filtration

Riverwalk – pedestrian only

Curvilinear graded banks with stepped sills

River10
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Concept 1
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Concept 1
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Concept 1
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Rec Pods 
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Rec Pods 
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Concept 2
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Concept 2

Multi-use trailStormwater filtration Riverwalk

pedestrian only
Curvilinear graded banks 

with stepped sills

River
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Alternate 1Concept 2
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Concept 2
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Concept 2
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Next Planning Steps

1. Continue to gather public input

regarding the park and the concept

designs

2. Review comments received

3. Revise and update concept plans

4. Develop final concept plans

5. Prepare final report


