                                                                                              1608D Beekman Place, NW

                                                                                               Washington, DC 20009-4021

                                                                                               April 3, 2018
Chairman L. Preston Bryant, Jr.

National Capital Planning Commission

401 9th Street, NW, Suite 500 North

Washington, DC  20024 
Dear Chairman Bryant:
I appreciate the opportunity to comment on the National Desert Storm and Desert Shield Memorial Site Selection. I am submitting these comments as a landscape architect who retired from the National Park Service as Chief of Cultural Resources, National Capital Region. 

Last time I wrote to you about this memorial, it was to urge that you not approve the Memorial Circle location in Lady Bird Johnson Park and support the Constitution Avenue Terminus Area near 23rd Street NW. Fortunately, the Memorial Circle site is no longer under consideration, but two other sites are being considered that I feel would be inappropriate, so I will comment on those.
The Belvedere – This historic structure and its setting were designed as the axial terminus of the Constitution Avenue corridor. Thus it is important to preserve its historic balustrade walls, walk and foreground circle in their historic context and to keep axial views along that corridor to the river open. In any case, this site has no visual, functional or circulation relationship with the Vietnam Veterans or other 20th century war memorials or the Mall. Also, because of the noisy intensity of passing traffic and the difficulty of pedestrian access to it, this site would lack the memorial’s desired space for contemplation, so it would be an inapropos location for it. 
If, however, this site were selected, and the proposed street improvements implemented, it would be important to retain the historic balustrade and abutting walkway, at least keep a trace of the original circle and semicircular pull off and keep views across it toward the river open, so that any walls would need to be low. 

E Street Site – This site is officially Walt Whitman Park. Although Walt Whitman did work for the nearby Department of the Interior, he was best known as a poet. He was a nurse during the Civil War, because he did not believe in killing, so placing any war memorial here would be inapropos, especially one fought on foreign soil. 

During Lady Bird Johnson’s Beautification Program in the late 1960’s, landscape architect Edward Durrell Stone, Jr. did a design for Walt Whitman Park that was reflective of the design of Rawlins Park, with east-west rows of trees, walks and pools, which was approved by DC review agencies, but never constructed, because of lack of funding. Thus the play area that was installed at its east end was considered temporary, until funding could be secured.

Although the Design Concept Review for both schemes mentions “respect for the central axis of Rawlins Park”, what is not respected is the view along that axis toward the Kennedy Center, since both concepts would block that view with north-south walls and even trees in raised planters, as in Scheme #2.

23rd and Constitution Avenue - This preferred site provides a pedestrian-accessible location in close proximity to the National Mall, along with a strong thematic connection to other 20th Century war memorials, such as the Vietnam Veterans Memorial and its future Visitor Center, with the US Institute of Peace to the north, and the Lincoln Memorial to the south, as well as the not too distant Korean War Memorial. 
This site would also easily meet NPS/ NDSWM site selection criteria, such as being located in surroundings that are relevant to the subject of the work; being readily accessible to pedestrians, transit, and visitors; near other visitor destinations; requiring minimal infrastructure improvements, such as connections to nearby sidewalks, and could easily be integrated within the existing landscape and plantings. Although an Army Corps of Engineers Potomac Park Levee will be located in this area in the future, there is an opportunity for possible landforms of the proposed memorial to be integrated with this.

Regarding the design schemes, although all of them cite visual connections to the Vietnam Veterans Memorial wall and Washington Monument axis, they also incorporate walls that should be lowered, so that they do not impede views across the site. Perhaps a landscape solution, such as the original design that incorporated earthen berms should be reconsidered. Of the current schemes, #1 is the most coherent with its circular forms that readily connect with existing circulation; #2’s “left hook” circulation is awkward and convoluted; and #3’s linear design and high wall have the least relationship with existing memorials and circulation, even appearing to turn its back on the Lincoln Memorial, and would block views from a possible future extension of Constitution Avenue to the Belvedere.
In summary, I strongly support the 23rd and Constitution Avenue site as the most appropriate location for the National Desert Storm and Desert Shield Memorial.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. 
Sincerely yours,
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Darwina L. Neal, FASLA, HM.IFLA, F.US/ICOMOS
Landscape Architect

(Former Chief, Cultural Resource Preservation Services, NCR, National Park Service)
cc: Marcel Acosta, National Capital Planning Commission; Julia Koster, National Capital Planning Commission; David Maloney, State Historic Preservation Officer for the District of Columbia; Thomas Luebke, Secretary, U.S. Commission of Fine Arts; Peter May, Associate Regional Director, National Capital Region, National Park Service; Charles Birnbaum, The Cultural Landscape Foundation; Rebecca Miller, DC Preservation League, Stephen Hanson, The Committee of 100; Bill Brown, AOI; Chris Wilson, Advisory Council for Historic Preservation; 
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