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E X P E R I E N C E    Y O U R    A M E R I C A



Location of US Reservation 302



Current view of the park, looking northwest 

along Massachusetts Avenue, NW



Historical Context

1926 1966 (before park 

construction)



1966 Planting Design



Robert Emmet Sculpture

 Sculpture created by Jerome 

Connor, Irish Master Sculptor

 On loan from the Smithsonian 

American Art Museum

 Contributing feature to the 

Sheridan-Kalorama Historic 

District 

 Individually eligible to 

National Register of Historic 

Places under Criterion C

 Central feature of the 

reservation and point of pride 

for Irish-American community



2015 Landscape Rehabilitation Plan



Rehabilitation of U.S. Reservation 302

Routine maintenance activities

 Assess and repair electrical infrastructure –

completed

 Reinstall landscape lighting -- as funding allows

 Remove English Ivy – spring, 2016

 Add laurel shrubs where they no longer exist– this 

fall

 Tree pruning – this fall

 Removal of trash container – completed

 Repair of bench  -- completed

 Repair site water infrastructure – completed

 Re-establish turf – this fall



E X P E R I E N C E    Y O U R    A M E R I C A

• Removal of Deodar Cedar tree, 

replaced by Irish Yews

• Removal of Sargent’s juniper shrub, 

replaced by Cherry laurels

Proposed major changes to the park's 

landscape

Rehabilitation of U.S. Reservation 302



Removal of Deodar 

Cedar Tree

 Tree has outgrown the reservation

 Obscures Robert Emmet sculpture, 

the main park feature

 Potential damage to the sculpture 

with branches and sap



Mitigation: Replace Cedar with 

Irish Yew Trees

 Three yews will be 

planted

 Will form 

backdrop for 

Emmet sculpture

 Will be maintained 

at 12-foot height 

and eight-foot 

diameter 



Removal of Sargent’s Juniper Shrub

 75 Sargent’s juniper 

were planted in 1966

 Unfavorable site 

conditions

 One Sargent’s juniper is 

surviving



Mitigation: Replace with Laurel Shrubs

 Replanting the juniper 

with laurels will maintain 

landscape continuity

 Help ensure that the 

landscape will survive 

and thrive with proper 

maintenance well into 

the future.



These action will help the park by:

 Improving the condition of the park

 Protecting the historically 

significant Robert Emmet sculpture

 Promoting the spirit and character 

of the park's original 1966 planting 

design



Public Comment:

Online: http://parkplanning.nps.gov/reservation302

Mail:

Rock Creek Park

Attn: US Reservation 302 Landscape Rehabilitation 

Project

3545 Williamsburg Lane, NW

Washington, D.C.  20008

Nick Bartolomeo, Chief of Resource Management, Rock Creek Park

nick_bartolomeo@nps.gov,  202-895-6010

Joshua M. Torres, Cultural Resource Program Manager, Rock Creek Park

joshua_torres@nps.gov, 202-895-6067


