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Finding of No Significant Impact Statement Issued  
To Approve Permits for the Construction and Operations of Wells 

 At Allegheny Portage Railroad National Historic Site. 
 
Gallitzin, PA: The National Park Service has approved a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) for a 
right of way permit and special use permit to construct wells at Allegheny Portage Railroad National 
Historic Site (NHS). The permits allow (PA DEP-BCR) to install two wells at the Park to pump Acid Mine 
Drainage (AMD) from an underground mine pool to a proposed offsite treatment plant. In their special use 
permit application PA DEP-BCR states that the objective of the Cresson AMD Treatment Plant project is 
two-fold: to eliminate three uncontrolled mine discharges off Park property impacting Clearfield Creek and 
Sugar Run and to provide treated mine water to supplement the Susquehanna River during low-flow 
conditions. PA DEP-BCR anticipates that by eliminating the three discharges it will restore aquatic life in 
15 miles of Clearfield Creek and six miles of Sugar Run that are currently impaired by AMD discharges. 
 
In 2015, the PA DEP-BCR  applied to the National Park Service  for a special use permit and right of way 
permit to construct and maintain an acid mine drainage pumping station at Allegheny Portage Railroad 
NHS. When the special use permit and right of way permit are issued for this project and construction of 
the pumping station is completed, untreated AMD will  be pumped from a mine pool beneath the park 
though an extraction well, an injection well and the installation of submersible pumps and 70 feet of 
pipeline. The AMD will be piped to the proposed Cresson AMD treatment facility to be constructed off 
park property near Cresson. 
 
The Environmental Assessment (EA) for this project was available for public comment from September 28 
through October 21, 2015. The FONSI signed on August 19, 2016 has determined that there will be no 
significant environmental impacts that would occur by issuing right of way and special use permits to PA 
DEP-BCR to allow the construction of an extraction and injection well on NPS property. The FONSI is 
available to download from the NPS Planning, Environment and Public Comment website: 
http://parkplanning.nps.gov/PADEPProjectFONSI. 
 
For more information regarding this public notice contact MaryEllen Snyder at 724-329-8131. 
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Release Date:   October 4, 2016 

Contact:             MaryEllen Snyder, 724-329-8131, MaryEllen_Snyder@nps.gov 
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