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At Ferry Farm in 2013, the George Washington Foundation enjoyed a productive year.  Foundation staff conducted a large scale excavation from May into August.  They also made progress in the areas of archives, standard laboratory processing, artifact conservation, specialist analysis, and curation, and produced two drafts of the technical report on the 2010 field season.  Additionally, they introduced the first-ever tablet tour on the archaeology and history of Ferry Farm.

Field Work

A large scale excavation of a block located on the road side (east) of the Washington House was undertaken.  This block was a continuation of the excavation block started in 2012 and focused on locating outbuildings and activity areas associated with the Washington house.  The project started in May and continued until early August.  Field schools from University of South Florida and Virginia Commonwealth University joined paid staff and volunteers to conduct this excavation.  Staff member Laura Galke supervised the field work. See Preliminary Summary of Work 2013 Field Season at Ferry Farm (44ST174) DHR File No. 2000-1681.
Laboratory Work
Artifact Processing Completion as of Nov. 15, 2013:

	
	FF-18 (2012)
	FF-20 (2013)

	Washing
	76.7%
	19.2%

	Cataloguing
	76.7%
	2.4%

	Labeling
	76.7%
	0.7%

	Storage
	76.7%
	0.0%


Ferry Farm Mending:

Westerwald:  Currently concluding mending of this ware and have progressed to vesselizing 

American Gray:
Mending in progress

White Salt Glazed-Debased Scratch Blue:  Mending in progress

National Park Service Mending:   100% completion of a large stoneware jug mending project including photographs, condition assessment and treatment report.  The jug is part of the exhibitry at Chatham.
Conservation

Iron and Bone Artifact Preventative Conservation:  Sealed 12 large iron alloy artifacts in Escal film with Rp3A Agent to delay or halt further corrosion.  

Howard Wellman Conservation, LLC:  Four copper alloy thimbles were conserved and returned to our lab 1-14-2013.

Archival Field notes and drawings from the 2013 field season were duplicated and entered into an Access database.
Digital photographs were downloaded and labeled.
Specialist Analysis

Faunal  - FF-16 (2010 field season):  Seven contexts from Clark/Harwood period cellar were returned by Brad Hatch of University of Tennessee.  These were faunal bones and teeth that were examined by him from 12-12-12 and returned on 5-24-2013.  Report expected in 2014.

Small Finds - Laura Galke conducted small finds analysis of which a very small percentage come from the 2013 excavation season.

Ceramics and Glass - Mara Katktins conducted ceramics and glass research on objects recovered from Ferry Farm.
Public Presentations 

Ferry Farm staff presented formal papers at various conferences including Mid-Atlantic Archaeology Conference, Archaeological Society of Virginia annual conference, the Council of Northeast Historical Archaeology, and Society of Historical Archaeology.  Department members also presented numerous public talks to a variety of groups including seniors, students, and the general public. 
Publications
Small Finds, Space, and Social Context: Exploring Agency in Historical Archaeology, In Northeast Historical Archaeology, Vol. 40.   Muraca, David, et. al.

Report Production 

The department prepared the draft report of the 2010 field season for review by both the NPS and the Virginia SHPO office.  Comments were received from both entities and a new draft was resubmitted in the fall of 2013.
Ipad Tour

The tablet tour about archaeology and the Washingtons went live in April of 2013.  The tour has been well received. 
