ALTERNATIVE 1: Current Conditions

ALTERNATIVE 3: 4 lots, 9 dune crossovers

You’re Invited!

An informal open house will be held with opportunities to discuss this
project with NPS staff on June 28, 2016. The open house format will have
displays providing information and staff available to answer questions. The
public is invited to come any time between 3:30 and 6:30 p.m.

ATTEND AN OPEN HOUSE PUBLIC MEETING:

Perdido Key Community Center - June 28, 2016 - 3:30-6:30
15500 Perdido Key Drive, Perdido Key, FL

Perdido Key / Johnson Beach Project to Improve

Barrier Island Habitat and Visitor Access

Natural dune migration has engulfed the road shoulders and boardwalks,
decreasing good, safe access. Gulf Islands proposes ending roadside parking
along the beach access road, and instead increasing the main lot size and
developing parking lots with new, taller board walks to improve beach
access and reduce ecosystem impacts. All other areas of Gulf Islands were
converted from roadside parking to parking lots in the 1990s. The last half
mile of road would also be converted to a vehicle free multi-use trail. These
changes should allow a wide range of beach goers from pedestrians to

| drivers, mice to sea oats to have safe access.to the beach and ocean.

As part of this planning, Gulf islands has drafted an Environmental
Assessment analyzing a range of alternatives.

¢ Roadside parking would continue to be allowed along a 1.2-mile stretch of
Johnson Beach Road.

4 The main parking lot would continue to provide 323 parking spaces.

¢ The entire 2.3-mile length of Johnson Beach Road would remain
accessible by motorists, pedestrians, and bicyclists from the west boundary
to the turnaround.

¢ No parking at the turnaround or along the eastern half mile of Johnson
Beach Road

# Access for primitive beach camping would continue, starting at least a half
mile from the pavement east of the road terminus.

¢ There would continue to be one entry lane and fee booth into the Perdido
Key/Johnson Beach Area of Gulf Islands National Seashore. During peak
visitation, wait times could be lengthy.

¢ 11 existing dune crossovers would remain in place and provide access
across the dune vegetation to northern and southern shorelines and
beaches on both the Gulf of Mexico and the Big Lagoon. Several of the dune
crossovers have been engulfed in sand and are no longer usable. The
remaining dune crossovers would be maintained for as long as practicable.
¢ Social trails through the dune habitat, especially during times of hjgh use&
when visitors need to park far away from the dune crossovers, would
continue to adversely impact the sensitive habitat.

¢ The road surface and parking area would remain as asphalt. Shoulders on
the road would remain unimproved.

¢Total: 11 dune crossovers and 1 lot....

ALTERNATIVE 2: 2 lots, 6 dune crossovers

4 Replace roadside parking with 1 off-road fenced parking area (50-54
spaces) with direct access to Gulf and Sound beaches via 2 upgraded higher
dune crossovers.

¢ Repave the road surface and adding a second entrance lane.

¢ Add 50-60 parking spaces and 3 dune crossovers at the main parking lot.
4 Convert he last half mile to a multiuse bike and pedestrian path with 1
upgraded higher dune crossover at the terminus.

¢ Install speed tables and crosswalks across Johnson Beach Road at each of
the proposed parking areas.

4 Continue to allow access for primitive beach camping starting at least a
half mile from the pavement east of the road terminus.

¢ Total: 6 dune crossovers and 2 lots.
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# NPS Preferred Alternative

¢ Replace roadside parking with 2 off-road fenced parking areas (30 spaces
each) with direct access to Gulf and Sound beaches via 4 upgraded higher
dune crossovers, and 1 off-road fenced parking area (50-54 spaces) with 2
upgraded higher dune crossovers.

# Repave the road surface and adding a second entrance lane.

¢ Add 25-30 parking spaces and 2 dune crossovers at the main parking lot.
¢ Convert the last half mile to a multiuse bike and pedestrian path with 1
upgraded higher dune crossover at the terminus.

¢ Install speed tables and crosswalks across Johnson Beach Road at each of
the proposed parking areas.

4 Continue to allow access for primitive beach camping starting at least a
half mile from the pavement east of the road terminus.

¢ Total: 9 dune crossovers and 4 lots.

ALTERNATIVE 4: 8 lots, 14 dune crossovers

¢ Replace roadside parking with 6 small off-road fenced parking areas (20

ispaces each) with direct access to Gulf and Sound beaches via 9 upgraded
igher,dune crossovers, and 1 off-road fenced parking area (50-54 spaces)

with 2 upgraded higher dune crossovers.

¢ Repave the road surface and adding a second entrance lane.

¢ Add 2 dune crossovers at the main parking lot but no additional parking

spaces.

4 Convert the last half mile to a multiuse bike and pedestrian path with 1

upgraded higher dune crossover at the terminus.

¢ Install speed tables and crosswalks across Johnson Beach Road at each of

the proposed parking areas.

¢ Continue to allow access for primitive beach camping starting at least a

half mile from the pavement east of the road terminus.

¢ Total: 14 dune crossovers and 8 lots.

Please Comment

SUBMIT COMMENTS ONLINE: http://parkplanning.nps.gov/GUIS
Under Choose a Park click on Gulf Islands National Seashore and follow
the link to Improve Barrier Island Habitat and Visitor Access at Perdido
Key / Johnson Beach.

SUBMIT WRITTEN COMMENTS TO:
Superintendent
Subject: Perdido Key Project
Gulf Islands National Seashore
1801 Gulf Breeze Parkway, Gulf Breeze, FL 32563
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Figure 8: Summary of Alternatives
! Gulf Island National Seashore - Perdido Key Area
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