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Will iams, Jolene <jolene_wil l iams@nps.gov>

comments pertaining to PKBM and coastal dune habitat impacts at Johnson
Beach 
9 messages

Yanchis, Kristi  <kristi_yanchis@fws.gov> Thu, Nov 5, 2015 at 12:09 AM
To: Jolene Williams <jolene_williams@nps.gov>, Cassity Bromley <cassity_bromley@nps.gov>,
Alexa.Miles@parsons.com

Hi Jolene-
Here are the general themes we advocate for are:

1. less direct impacts to the coastal dune ecosystem (such as parking lots and turn around).
2. less indirect impacts to the coastal dune ecosystem (such as trampling, trash, noise, presence etc of

people).
3. we see dune walkovers as a conservation measure, but should funnel people all the way from

parking/road to open beach to avoid the fan-out effect that alters habitat adjacent to the
walkovers.

I like that Alt 5 limits the direct impacts to an area adjacent to other impacts.  However, I think it could
be valuable to keep that existing scrub habitat on the west and north sides of the parking lot.  Focusing
the expansion only to the east while keeping the same buffer of scrub to the north between new parking
and road.  I did see a PKBM come from that habitat between the road and main parking area into the main
parking area.  Jumped the curb like it was nothing.  Not sure if looking for food or what.  Also, those little
islands within the existing parking lot could be paved to incorporate parking, as they are likely too small and
fragmented to provide a north-south connection for PKBM.  However, if the new parking area to the east
were to attempt to avoid the immediate dunes on that side and leave an intact wide enough north-south
strip between the old and new parking that could be beneficial.  This is where micro-siting of the new
parking area could come into play and better advice could be provided while in the field looking at exact
conditions.  As for the indirect impacts associated with this alternative, 150 new spots off the main area is
still a lot, but less than currently allowed with roadside parking  (185).  While we would like to see a larger
reduction in spots to alleviate the pressure by the sheer number of people, we do understand the need for
these spots.  Rather than focusing on the number of spots, maybe that can serve as an estimate but the
micro-siting needed to avoid specific habitat features should be considered a priority over number of
spots.  It seems as though it is somewhat acceptable to the park to remove the 185 roadside spots and only
add 60 spots with alternative 4.  By turning the road into a multi-use trail, you would avoid some of the
constant maintenance and allow the habitat to behave more naturally.  We would want to ensure that people
are made to use the dune walkovers that will be created.  I believe there is a push to remove the post and
rope that is currently intended to prevent human access all along the road.  If that is the case, some
adaptive management options may be needed to address that unknown impact of how many people will
continue to jump the dune if no barrier.  The intent of the project that we value is the natural restoration
of that roadside habitat when human encroachment is removed.  Similar to what is apparent at the last half
mile where no parking is permitted.  This alternative is the most compatible with PKBM and their habitat as
it removes road traffic from a majority of the habitat, uses conservation measures such as walkovers to
funnel people over the habitat, focuses additional impacts to the area that is already the most impacted.

On paper, Alt 2 appears to have some decent features as well in that it attempts to remove the indirect
human impacts to the habitat by eliminating dune walkovers throughout the middle portion of the beach
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and focusing the majority of people at the expanded main parking area and a smaller subset of people at
the smaller parking area and turn around.  I do think this option will be difficult to enforce as the road will
still be open and people will still attempt to park or drop people off along the road to hop over the dune to
the beach. Additionally, boaters from the bayside will still visit and cross over the entire north-
south spans of habitat  And the number of spots proposed is greater than what the park currently has,
thus increasing people and the indirect effects to the habitat and PKBM. Therefore I think more issues
are likely to arise from this alternative.

Alt 3 is extremely fragmenting to the habitat with direct and indirect effects.  Plus it has a higher number
of new spots compared to Alt 4.  This alternative is the least favorable due to the higher amount of
impacts to PKBM and their habitat.

Alt 4 also fragments the habitat but less than Alt 3.   The good thing about this alternative is that it
allows for only 60 new spots.

It doesn't appear that there will be any significant impacts to sea turtles with any of these options other
than the indirect effects from an increase in people on the open beach.

One thing that is unclear for all these alternatives is the extent of the additional driving lane and station
at the entrance.  There is some high quality scrub habitat in that area and I would like to have a better
understanding of where this feature will go.  Also, the no action alternative mentioned that beach camping
would continue.  The other options did not mention beach camping.  I would like to know how that is
incorporated (or eliminated) in the other alternatives.  We do have some concerns related to beach
camping as bonfires could potentially affect turtles during nesting season and beach mice year round
(depending on placement).  Also, the campers try to tuck away in between the dunes which is in the middle
of beach mouse habitat as well as shorebird nesting/resting habitat.  However, I am uncertain as to the
number of campers and time of year this occurs, therefore unable to address if the concerns are
significant impacts or not.

These comments are being provided to suffice your NEPA requirements and do focus on what would be our
concerns as it relates to Section 7 of the ESA, however, we would prefer to consult on Section 7 after an
alternative is selected and we can truly asses the actual impacts associated with the actual project.  At
that time you can make a determination of how the project may affect Federal listed species.  We will
assist you in developing your project along the way via technical assistance if you would like.  This will
allow for up front conversations regarding concerns, solutions, etc. as the project is formally developed. 

Also I typically would have coordinated with FWC regarding shorebirds to see if our comments
are consistent.  However I did not have time and I know you have received their comments already.  As far
as the federally listed shorebirds (piping plover and red knot) are concerned, I did not have a chance to
get input from our shorebird biologist, and I am not sure as to the extent of either of those species in the
project area.  I can provide a follow up if I hear of significant concerns.

Thanks. If you need clarification on any of my comments, please let me know. 

-- 
Kristi Yanchis
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Panama City Field Office
1601 Balboa Ave.
Panama City, FL 32405

















From: Getty, Alyse
To: Getty, Alyse
Subject: SHPO corresp Reconfigure Visitor Parking and Beach Access at Perdido Key / Johnson Beach (48177)
Date: Friday, June 17, 2016 12:48:44 PM
Attachments: image003.png

 
---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Ogden, David <david_ogden@nps.gov>
Date: Mon, Apr 11, 2016 at 1:45 PM
Subject: Fwd: PEPC: A Task has been assigned for: Reconfigure Visitor Parking and Beach
Access at Perdido Key / Johnson Beach (48177)
To: Jolene Williams <Jolene_Williams@nps.gov>

Entered into PEPC just now.
David P. Ogden, Historian
Cultural Resources Program Manager
Gulf Islands National Seashore
National Park Service
850-934-2633; Cell: 850-393-7610

 
 
"...to conserve the scenery and the natural and historic objects and the wildlife
therein 
and to provide for the enjoyment of the same in such a manner and by such means
as
 will leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment of future generations."  
 
National Park Service Organic Act, 1916
 
 
---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Berman, Mary G. <Mary.Berman@dos.myflorida.com>
Date: Mon, Apr 11, 2016 at 1:39 PM
Subject: RE: PEPC: A Task has been assigned for: Reconfigure Visitor Parking and Beach
Access at Perdido Key / Johnson Beach (48177)
To: "david_ogden@nps.gov" <david_ogden@nps.gov>

Good afternoon Mr. Ogden,
 
Our office concurs with the National Park Service’s determination of “no adverse effect” provided
that if untested areas will be impacted by project activities, archaeological testing will be conducted
prior to subsurface disturbance.
 
Kind Regards,
 

Mary Berman
Historic Sites Specialist | Compliance and Review |Bureau of Historic Preservation | Division of
Historical Resources | Florida Department of State | 500 South Bronough Street | Tallahassee, Florida
32399 | Email: Mary.Berman@DOS.MyFlorida.com | 850.245.6333 | 1.800.847.7278 | Fax: 850.245.6439 |
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From: NPS_NRSS_PEPC@nps.gov [mailto:NPS_NRSS_PEPC@nps.gov] 
Sent: Friday, April 01, 2016 10:39 AM
To: Berman, Mary G. <Mary.Berman@dos.myflorida.com>
Subject: PEPC: A Task has been assigned for: Reconfigure Visitor Parking and Beach Access at
Perdido Key / Johnson Beach (48177)
 
PEPC 
Planning, Environment and Public Comment (PEPC)
A task has been assigned by 'David P. Ogden' on 04/01/2016 for the following
project:

Park: Gulf Islands NS
Park Code: GUIS
Park Region: Southeast

Project ID: 48177
Project Title: Reconfigure Visitor Parking and Beach Access at Perdido Key / Johnson
Beach
Task assigned to: Mary Berman
Task Description: Please review and advise at your earliest convenience. Thanks!
Task Response: None 
Task Due Date: 5/2/2016

You can view the project information in your browser at the following URL:
https://pepc.nps.gov/tasks.cfm?
mode=view&projectId=48177&taskId=54910[pepc.nps.gov]

This a PEPC System generated message. PLEASE DO NOT RESPOND TO THIS MESSAGE. 
Thank you for your cooperation, 

The PEPC Team
 

The Department of State is committed to excellence.
Please take our Customer Satisfaction Survey[survey.dos.state.fl.us].
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