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Pea Ridge National Military Park 1 

Highway 62 Mitigations Environmental Assessment 2 

Public Scoping Summary  3 

September 22, 2014 4 

 5 

Introduction 6 

 7 

Pursuant to Section 101(2)(C) of the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as amended 8 

(NEPA), the National Park Service (NPS) is preparing a Highway 62 Mitigations Environmental 9 

Assessment and Assessment of Effect (EA/AoE) for the Pea Ridge National Military Park 10 

(park). In preparing this EA/AoE, the NPS is following the planning process as required by 11 

NEPA and as provided for in agency guidance, Director’s Order #12: Conservation Planning, 12 

Environmental Impact Analysis and Decision-Making and Handbook (Handbook; NPS 2011). 13 

The NPS will examine a range of feasible alternatives and evaluate potential impacts on the 14 

resources in the EA/AoE. 15 

 16 

Scoping Announcements 17 

Agency and Tribal 18 

 19 

Agency scoping for the EA/AoE began with a scoping letter sent on June 24, 2014 to the 20 

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program (SHPO), Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 21 

(ACHP), and US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) to solicit input on issues of concern (see 22 

Attachment A).  23 

 24 

On June 24, 2014, the park sent a scoping letter to federally recognized American Indian 25 

tribes and tribal governments that are traditionally associated with the area now containing the 26 

park, informing them of the proposed project and soliciting comments (Attachment A). The 27 

tribes and tribal governments that received a scoping letter include the following: 28 

• Absentee Shawnee Tribe 29 

• Caddo Nation 30 

• Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma 31 

• Jena Band of the Choctaw Indians 32 

• The Osage Nation 33 

• Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma 34 

• Quapaw Tribe of Oklahoma 35 

• United Keetoowah Band of Cherokee Indians 36 

• The Chickasaw Nation 37 

• Muscogee (Creek) Nation of Oklahoma 38 
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 1 

Information from the tribes also was requested to determine if any ethnographic resources 2 

are in the project area and if the tribes wanted to be involved in the environmental 3 

compliance process.  4 

 5 

Public  6 

 7 

The park initiated public scoping with a press release that was sent on June 24, 2014 to the 8 
Arkansas Democrat Gazette, Barry County Advertiser, Cassville Democrat, McDonald County 9 
News, Morning News of Northwest Arkansas, Times of Northeast Benton County, and Weekly 10 
Advertiser. A scoping announcement was also posted to the NPS Planning, Environment and 11 
Public Comment (PEPC) website on June 25, 2014. The scoping period was defined as June 25, 12 
2014 through July 25, 2014. The press release and scoping announcement are in Attachment B. 13 

 14 

Scoping Comments 15 

Agency and Tribal Comments 16 

 17 

A scoping notice response was received from the SHPO on July 24, 2014 stating that 18 

Alternative A appears to result in the least removal of the Tour Road, which is likely eligible 19 

for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) because of its association with Mission 20 

66. In addition, Alternative A would result in the least amount of ground disturbance and 21 

would be less likely to impact archeological resources.  22 

 23 

The ACHP responded to the scoping notice in a letter dated August 4, 2014 stating that they 24 

will not be participating in the current Section 106 consultation since they did not participate 25 

in the 2012 Programmatic Agreement (PA) (which was developed under the separate Highway 26 

62 relocation project for the Federal Highway Administration and Arkansas Highway and 27 

Transportation Department), unless controversy should develop and the NPS or another party 28 

should contact them or request their involvement. The letter also recommended steps to take 29 

if the project results in impacts unanticipated in the 2012 PA. 30 

 31 

The USFWS Arkansas Field Office responded to the scoping notice in an e-mail dated August 32 

11, 2014, stating that the alternatives proposed appear to have minor adverse effects on fish 33 

and wildlife resources, with no effects anticipated to listed species.  34 

Responses from the SHPO, ACHP, and USFWS are in Attachment C. 35 

No responses from area tribes were received following the scoping notice.  36 

 37 

Public Comments 38 

 39 
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No comments were received from the public during the scoping period.  1 

 2 
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 4 
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Attachment B – Scoping Announcements 3 

Press Release 4 
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E X P E R I E N C E  Y O U R  A M E R I C A  
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage. 

National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

Pea Ridge  
National Military Park 
 

15930 Highway 62 
Garfield, AR  72732 
http://www.nps.gov/peri 
 
479-451-8122 phone 
479-451-0219 fax 

 

Pea Ridge National Military Park   News Release 
 
June 25, 2014 
For Immediate Release 
Media Contact Kevin Eads   479-451-8122 x 239 
 
 
 

Highway 62 Mitigations Environmental Assessment Planned at Pea Ridge National 
Military Park 

 
 
Pea Ridge National Military Park is pleased to announce that it is in the process of developing an 
environmental assessment (EA) addressing mitigations identified for the park through Section 
4(f) because of the removal of Highway 62 from the park boundaries. The EA will be prepared in 
compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to provide the decision-making 
framework that 1) analyzes a reasonable range of alternatives to meet project objectives, 2) 
evaluates issues and impacts on park resources and values, and 3) identifies mitigation measures 
to lessen the degree or extent of these impacts. The EA will also be used to coordinate 
compliance with the requirements of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act 
pursuant to 36 Code of Federal Regulations Part 800.8(c). 
 
The purpose of the EA is to identify a safe and convenient access road and parking to key 
features in the park while minimizing impacts on cultural and natural resources. The project is 
needed because the main park road currently serving the developed area will be removed from 
the park and relocated along the southern park boundary as part of another project with the 
Arkansas State Highway and Transportation Department. When Highway 62 is relocated, there 
will be no road serving as the park entrance. With no road, visitors and employees will not have 
access to the area. 
  
We invite you to participate, through consultation with the park, in the analysis of draft 
alternatives by going to our Planning, Environment and Public Comment website located 
at http://parkplanning.nps.gov/projectHome.cfm?projectID=46500. 
  
Public review for this plan is currently open and will close July 25, 2014. The public’s 
participation in the development of the EA is greatly valued and desired. 
  
Pea Ridge National Military Park was established in 1956 to commemorate and preserve the site 
of the March 1862 Civil War battle that helped Union forces gain control of Missouri. The park 
is located 10 miles north of Rogers on Highway 62. 
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range of alternatives to meet project objectives, 2) evaluates
issues and impacts on park resources and values, and 3)
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access road and parking to key features in the park while
minimizing impacts on cultural and natural resources. The
project is needed because the main park road currently
serving the developed area will be removed from the park and
relocated along the southern park boundary as part of
another project with the Arkansas State Highway and
Transportation Department. When Highway 62 is relocated,
there will be no road serving as the park entrance. With no
road, visitors and employees will not have access to the area.

We invite you to participate, through consultation with the
park, in the analysis of draft alternatives by going to our
Planning, Environment and Public Comment website located
at http://parkplanning.nps.gov/projectHome.cfm?
projectID=46500.

Public review for this plan is currently open and will close July
25, 2014. The public’s participation in the development of the
EA is greatly valued and desired.

Pea Ridge National Military Park was established in 1956 to
commemorate and preserve the site of the March 1862 Civil
War battle that helped Union forces gain control of Missouri.
The park is located 10 miles north of Rogers on Highway 62.

 

Highway Mitigation Maps

Highway 62 Removal Mitigation EA Project Area Map

Preliminary Highway 62 Mitigation - Alternative A

Preliminary Highway 62 Mitigation - Alternative B

Preliminary Highway 62 Mitigation - Alternative C

Preliminary Highway 62 Mitigation - Alternative D

Did You Know?

When Confederate General Van Dorn heard news that Curtis pushed Price out of Missouri, he set out to take personal charge of an
attack on Curtis, along with Price and McCulloch. He arrived at Price’s headquarters in an ambulance, braving a severe illness
resulting from falling into an icy stream.
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ADVISORY COUNCIL ON HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
 

401 F Street, Suite 308 1-2637 
Phone: 202-517-0200 • Fax: 202-517-6381 • achp@achp.gov • www.achp.gov 

 

August 4, 2014 

 

 

Mr. Kevin Eads 

Acting Superintendent 

Pea Ridge National Military Park 

15930 US Hwy 62 East 

Garfield, Arkansas 72732 

 

Ref: Environmental Assessment for Highway 62 Mitigations at Pea Ridge National Military Park 

Benton, Arkansas 

  

Dear Mr. Eads: 

 

The Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) received your letter providing notice of scoping 

pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and initiation of Section 106 consultation 

regarding the referenced undertaking. We understand that the current Environmental Assessment (EA) 

will be a more detailed analysis of the alternatives and effects of the mitigation previously negotiated, 

committed to, and documented in the Programmatic Agreement (PA) Among the Federal Highway 

Administration (FHWA), Arkansas State Highway and Transportation Department (AHTD), Arkansas 

State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO), National Park Service (NPS) Pea Ridge National Military 

Park, Caddo Nation, Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma, Quapaw Tribe of Oklahoma, Osage Nation, and 

United Keetoowah Band of Cherokee Indians Regarding the Construction of AHTD Job Number 090204 

Avoca-Gateway (Hwy. 62), Benton County, AR, executed in March 2012 and filed with the ACHP. 

 

Since the ACHP did not participate in the 2012 PA, we do not plan to participate in the current Section 

106 consultation, unless controversy should develop and the NPS or another party should contact us or 

request our involvement.  

 

If no changes to the effects of the mitigation are revealed through the consultation, then NPS and FHWA 

may conclude the process with concurrence from the consulting parties on such a finding. Should the 

consultation result in a finding of adverse effects to historic properties that were unanticipated by the 

2012 PA, the ACHP recommends that NPS and FHWA conclude the Section 106 process for the EA by 

amending the 2012 PA with any agreed upon measures to resolve such adverse effects. Pursuant to 36 

CFR §800.6(b)(1)(iv), you would need to file the final amended PA and related documentation with the 

ACHP at the conclusion of the consultation process. The filing of the amended PA and supporting 

documentation with the ACHP is required in order to complete the requirements of Section 106 of the 

National Historic Preservation Act.  

 

Thank you for providing us with your notification of scoping and initiation of Section 106 consultation. If  

 

 

 



 

2 

 

 

 

you have any questions or require our further assistance, please contact Katry Harris by telephone at (202) 

517-0213 or by e-mail at kharris@achp.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Caroline D. Hall 

Assistant Director 

Office of Federal Agency Programs 

Federal Real Property Management Section 

mailto:kharris@achp.gov
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Eads, Gregory <kevin_eads@nps.gov>

Re:  Mitigation Efforts within Pea Ridge NMP Environmental Assessment Correspondence
1 message

Wine, Mitch <mitch_wine@fws.gov> Mon, Aug 11, 2014 at 9:07 AM
To: "Eads, Gregory" <kevin_eads@nps.gov>

Kevin,

I apologize as I was unaware the June 24, 2014 letter required a response from our office.  The four alternatives proposed to provide access to park
facilities once Highway 62 is relocated to the south of the park each appear to have minor adverse effects to fish and wildlife resources, with no effects
anticipated to listed species.  The Service has no further substantive comments on the proposed project.  Thank you for the opportunity to comment on
the proposed project and feel free to contact me if you require further documentation. 

*********************************************
Mitch Wine
Fish & Wildlife Biologist 

United States Fish and Wildlife Service
Ecological Services
110 South Amity Road, Suite 300
Conway, AR  72032

(501) 513-4488 (voice)
(501) 513-4480 (fax)
(501) 350-7663 (cell)
email: mitch_wine@fws.gov
http://www.fws.gov/arkansas-es/

On Sat, Aug 9, 2014 at 11:37 AM, Eads, Gregory <kevin_eads@nps.gov> wrote:
Mitch,

Were preparing an environmental assessment for the work that will be done within the park as a result of the removal of highway 62 out of the park.

I sent a letter, Feburary 2013, which you responded to March 2013 for initial consultation, attached. David Peitz a Biologist with our Inventory and
Monitoring, NPS, conducted a bird survey and was in contact with you as well. I have his information and report that resulted with his conversations

mailto:mitch_wine@fws.gov
http://www.fws.gov/arkansas-es/
mailto:kevin_eads@nps.gov
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with you, attached.

We had progressed with the EA to the point of Public Scoping so I sent you another letter this past June that explained the preliminary alternatives
that were proposed for the work inside the park, attached.  

I was wondering if I could get a response from you on the second letter? An email would work fine or letter, which ever you prefer. I hate to ask but, if
possible, was wanting additional documentation for the EA.

I sincerely appreciate it,

Kevin

-- 
Kevin Eads
Chief of Resources Management
Pea Ridge National Military Park
15930 E. Hwy 62
Garfield, Arkansas 72732
Office (479) 451-8122 X 239
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