Boston National Historical Park

Boston African American National Historic Site

PLANNING AND LEGISLATIVE HISTORY

The Boston National Historic Sites Commission was created by Congress in 1955 to evaluate structures, sites, and locales in Boston that possess historical or architectural values relating to the colonial and revolutionary periods. Its final report, submitted in 1960, evaluated 28 such places and proposed establishment of a complex of seven national historic sites, prescribing various methods of ownership, preservation, and management. This proposal was endorsed by the Advisory Board on National Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings, and Monuments at its October 1964 meeting.

Subsequently, numerous bills, some based on the concept of multiple sites and others proposing Bunker Hill Battlefield and Monument alone, were introduced to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to establish a national historic site or complex.  

Bunker Hill received more individual attention, partly because of the owner’s position that it would be better preserved under NPS administration.  In 1968 the owners, the Metropolitan District Commission of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts (MDC)
, voted to approve the transfer of Bunker Hill to the federal government for establishment as a national historic site. A NPS master plan study covering this area was prepared that same year. The Department of the Interior did not, however, support H. R. 3987, which would have authorized establishment of Bunker Hill National Historic Site; instead, it expressed to the committee its adherence to the original concept of the Boston national historic sites complex.

In 1971 the National Park Service conducted a planning study to reexamine the 1960 proposal of multiple sites and to determine which units should be included under what conditions.  In addition, Charlestown Navy Yard (the older section of the Boston Naval Shipyard) was considered for inclusion because of the Navy’s proposed move of shipyard activities to South Boston and the desire to keep the U.S.S. Constitution at Charlestown.
In 1973, following announcement of plans for the yard’s closure, another NPS study, Alternatives for Development, Boston Naval Shipyard, was conducted to review the shipyard’s potential as a national historic site. At the same time, legislation to include the site in the broader Boston National Historical Park was under consideration by Congress.

On October 1, 1974, after passage of H.R. 7486 and S. 210, Public Law 93-431 was enacted to authorize establishment of Boston National Historical Park (NHP) to consist of Bunker Hill, Charlestown Navy Yard, Faneuil Hall, Old North Church, Old South Meeting House, Old State House, Paul Revere House, and a NPS visitor center. 
In November 1976 an Environmental Assessment presented alternatives for preservation and use of all park sites.  A General Management Plan (GMP) for all park sites (Volume I) and the Charlestown Navy Yard unit of the park (Volume II) was completed in 1980.  The 1987 GMP revision for the Navy Yard proposed changes in management zoning to enlarge the development subzone to allow for the development of visitor amenities and to change the use of structures to address visitor facilities and administrative offices.  It also proposed the use of non-governmental funds for development and preservation of historic structures, including but not limited to the Ropewalk, Chain Forge, and Building 10. 
Originally designated a National Historic Site by the Secretary of the Interior in 1951, Dorchester Heights National Historic Site was added to Boston NHP in 1978 by Public Law 95-625. The site was not included in the GMP, Volumes 1 and 2, completed in 1980. A GMP for the property was completed in 1994.
Boston African American National Historic Site
In 1980, Boston African American National Historic Site (NHS) was authorized by Public Law 96-430.  Though a separate unit of the National Park System, the site is administered by Boston NHP.  The mission of Boston African American NHS, in partnership with Boston’s Museum of African American His​tory (MAAH), is to preserve and interpret, for the benefit, education, and inspiration of the people of the United States, the historic structures and properties in Boston associated with the creation and development of a free African American community on Beacon Hill that, in the face of tremendous opposition, mounted a resistance to the forces of slavery and segregation in the years leading up to and including the Civil War.
Boston African American NHS is on the so-called “North Slope” of Beacon Hill, where a significant proportion of Boston’s African Americans lived between the mid-eighteenth through the early twentieth centuries. Today, many of the Beacon Hill homes and meeting places associated with the struggle against slavery and for self-determination are part of BOAF, including the African Meeting House, built in 1806 and the oldest documented extant African American church building in the United States.

In creating Boston African American NHS, Congress elected not to draw a boundary around an area of Beacon Hill but instead to identify fifteen historic properties as components of the site. Interpretively these sites are linked by the Black Heritage Trail® (BHT®). Created by the Museum of African American History, the Black Heritage Trail helps visitors understand and appreciate the history of the North Slope community and the contributions African Americans made to the struggle for equal rights, both within the city of Boston and in the nation generally. The National Park Service (NPS) owns none of the designated properties but works in collaboration with other entities to manage and interpret the resources of the site. To achieve this goal, the NPS relies on cooperative agreements with MAAH, which owns the African Meeting House and the adjacent Abiel Smith School, as well as with the city of Boston, private homeowners, and other organizations.

The site’s first General Management Plan was prepared in 1984.  Since 1984, visitation to the site has increased dramatically, and the two lead organizations, MAAH and NPS, have developed a working relationship. Through this partner​ship both the African Meeting House and the Abiel Smith School — two of the primary historic resources within the NHS — have been restored and opened to the public for interpretation, educa​tion, and special events. New historical research has revealed previously unknown information about the African Americans of late eighteenth- and nineteenth-century Beacon Hill, including connections to the Underground Railroad, which provides new resources for use in interpreta​tion.  In 2008, a new General Management Plan was completed to address these developments.  
	 Legislative & Planning Chronology for Boston National Historical Park & 
Boston African American National Historic Site

	April 12, 1951
	Following signing of cooperative agreement with City of Boston, the Secretary of the Interior issued order under the Historic Sites Act of 1935 designating Dorchester Heights National Historic Site.

	1955
	Boston National Historic Sites Commission created by Congress to evaluate structures, sites and locales in Boston that possess historical or architectural values related to the colonial and revolutionary periods.

	1961
	Final Report of the Boston National Historic Sites Commission submitted to Congress – proposed establishment of a complex of 7 national historic sites.

	Oct. 1964
	Boston National Historic Sites Commission proposal is endorsed by the Advisory Board on National Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings and Monuments.

	1968
	The Metropolitan District Commission (MDC; now subsumed under the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation) voted to approve transfer of the Bunker Hill Monument to the federal government.  NPS Master Plan study was prepared.  Bill was advanced (H.R. 3987), but not supported by DOI.

	Aug. 1971
	Boston Redevelopment Authority (BRA), responding to proposed relocation of Navy Yard operations to South Boston, proposed creation of Charlestown Naval Shipyard Historic Park under the NPS.

	Dec. 1971
	NPS conducted planning study to re-examine 1961 proposal.  The study, Proposed Boston National Historic Site, released in December, also considered the Charlestown Navy Yard.

	1973
	Responding to announcement of planned Navy Yard closure, another NPS study, New Area Master Plan for Boston Naval Shipyard U.S.S. Constitution National Historic Site  was prepared.

	Oct. 1, 1974
	P.L. 94-431 (H.R. 7486/ S. 210) – An Act to Authorize the Establishment of the Boston National Historical Park in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts was enacted. 

	Mar. 1975
	NPS planning study, Boston Naval Shipyard: An Alternative for Development was issued.

	Nov. 1976
	An Environmental Assessment presented alternatives for preservation and use of all park sites.

	Nov. 10, 1978
	P.L. 95-625 – The National Parks and Recreation Act of 1978 added Dorchester Heights to the park.  It also added Building 107 (Public Works Shop) to the park boundary in the Charlestown Navy Yard.

	Dec. 1978
	A Boundary Expansion Plan is prepared for the Charlestown Navy Yard

	Apr. 1979
	An Assessment of Alternatives was prepared to analyze further possibilities for the treatment and use of the Charlestown Navy Yard.

	Aug. 1980
	Volume 1 of the Boston National Historical Park (NHP)’s General Management Plan is completed with a focus on the Freedom Trail Sites. 

	Sep. 1980
	P.L. 96-344 – An Act to Improve the Administration of the Historic Sites, Buildings, and Antiquities Act of 1935 (49 Stat 666) added the Ropewalk and Tar House, Chain Forge, and the Round House to the park boundary.

	Oct. 1980
	P.L. 96-430 – An Act to provide for the establishment of the Boston African American National Historic Site in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and for other purposes.

	Dec. 1980
	Volume II of the Boston NHP’s General Management Plan is completed with a focus on the Charlestown Navy Yard.

	1984
	First General Management Plan completed for Boston African American NHS



	Feb. 1987
	A revision to Volume II of the Boston NHP’s General Management Plan is completed to address changes in management zoning, access, visitor facilities, and administrative and support facilities.  The revised plan also considered opportunities to seek non-federal funds to develop and preserve historic structures.

	Dec. 1994
	Volume III of Boston NHP’s General Management Plan is completed with a focus on Dorchester Heights.

	Sept.  1995
	A renewed planning effort focused on the Freedom Trail included the publication of an analysis of existing conditions called The Freedom Trail: Foundation for a Renewed Vision.

	May 1996
	The 1995 analysis of existing conditions was followed by the publication of a plan entitled: The Freedom Trail: A Framework for the Future.

	2008
	Second General Management Plan approved for Boston African American NHS


6. Dorchester Heights 
April 12, 1951, 16 F.R. 3410 

DORCHESTER HEIGHTS NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE* 
DESIGNATION 

Whereas, the Congress of the United States has declared it to be a national policy to preserve for the public use historic sites, buildings and objects of national significance for the inspiration and benefit of the people of the United States; and 

Whereas, The Advisory Board on National Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings, and Monuments has declared that Dorchester Heights in the City of Boston, Massachusetts, is of national significance as commemorative of the evacuation of Boston by the British troops under General Howe on March 17, 1776, the first great military success of the Americans in the War of the American Revolution; and 

Whereas, a cooperative agreement has been made between the City of Boston of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and the United States of America, providing for the designation, preservation, and use of Dorchester Heights as a national historic site; 

Now, therefore, I, Oscar L. Chapmen, Secretary of the Interior, by virtue of and pursuant to the authority contained in the act of August 21, 1935 (49 Stat. 666; 16 U.S.C. sec. 462), do hereby designate the following described lands, together with all historic structures thereon and all appurtenances connected therewith, to be a national historic site, having the name “Dorchester Heights National Historic Site”; 

All that certain tract of land in the South Boston District of Boston, comprising approximately two hundred thirty-six thousand three hundred fifty-four square feet, and bounded southerly, westerly, and northerly by Thomas Park and easterly by land of Boston now occupied by the South Boston High School, as shown on plate 16 of the Atlas of South Boston published by G. W. Bromley & Co. in the year 1910, together with Memorial Tower at Dorchester Heights. 

The administration, protection, and development of this national historic site shall be exercised in accordance with the provisions of the above-mentioned cooperative agreement and the act of August 21, 1935. 

Warning is expressly given to all unauthorized persons not to appropriate, injure, destroy, deface or remove any feature of this historic site. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the official seal of the Department of the Interior to be affixed, at the City of Washington, this 12 day of April 1951. 

[SEAL] OSCAR L. CHAPMAN, 

Secretary of the Interior. 
*  

An Act to authorize the establishment of the Boston National Historical Park in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. (88 Stat. 1184) (P.L. 93--431)

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That this Act may be cited as the "Boston National Historical Park Act of 1974".

SEC. 2. (a) In order to preserve for the benefit and inspiration of the people of the United States as a national historical park certain historic structures and properties of outstanding national significance located in Boston, Massachusetts, and associated with the American Revolution and the founding and growth of the United States, the Secretary of the Interior (hereinafter referred to as the "Secretary") may, in accordance with the provisions of this Act, acquire by donation or by purchase with donated funds, all lands and improvements thereon or interests therein comprising the following described areas:

(1) Faneuil Hall, located at Dock Square, Boston;

(2) Paul Revere House, 19 North Square, Boston;

(3) The area identified as the Old North Church area, 193 Salem     Street, Boston;

(4) The Old State House, Washington and State Streets, Boston;

(5) Bunker Hill, Breeds Hill, Boston;

(6) Old South Meeting House, Milk and Washington Streets, Boston; and

(7) Charlestown Navy Yard.

(b) In the event that the properties described in this section are not donated to the United States or purchased with donated funds, they may be acquired by the Secretary with appropriated funds:  Provided, That, except for privately held lands within the Charlestown Navy Yard as described in subsection (d) of this section, the Secretary shall not acquire any such properties by eminent domain so long as he determines that a binding, written cooperative agreement, assuring the preservation and historical integrity of such properties remains in force and effect. Lands owned by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, or any of its political subdivisions, may be acquired only by donation.
(c) At such time as the Secretary determines that sufficient lands, improvements, and interests therein have been acquired or that cooperative agreements satisfying the preservation and historical objective of this Act have been executed, he may establish the Boston National Historical Park by publication of notice to that effect in the Federal Register, together with a detailed description or map setting forth the properties included therein.

(d) As used in this section, the Charlestown Navy Yard shall include the United States Ship Constitution and the lands generally depicted on the map entitled "Boundary Map: Charlestown Naval Shipyard-U.S.S. Constitution, Boston National Historical Park", numbered BONA 20,000 and dated March 1974 which shall be on file and available in the offices of the Director of the National Park Service, Department of the Interior Washington, D.C. All right, title, and interest in the Federal properties and improvements included therein shall be transferred to the Secretary of the Interior: Provided, That he may, by written agreement with the Secretary of the Navy, permit the continued use of any such buildings and facilities as the Secretary of the Interior determines to be necessary for the preservation and maintenance of the Constitution, which agreement shall provide that the Department of the Navy shall transfer to the Department of the Interior funds sufficient to cover the costs attributable to the functions and services which are provided by the Department of the Interior. The Secretary shall consult with representatives of the city of Boston and the Commonwealth of Massachusetts concerning the development of suitable transportation plans consistent with the purposes for which the Navy Yard was included in the historical park.

SEC. 3. (a) In addition to the properties described in section 2 of this Act, the Secretary shall study the properties described in this section to determine the feasibility and suitability of including them within the Boston National Historical Park.  In making such studies, he may enter into tentative agreements with any owners thereof for their inclusion in said park and he may enter into options, for a nominal consideration, for the purchase of such properties, but no additional properties may be added to the park except by an act of the Congress. Studies shall be made of the following properties:

(1) Boston Common;

(2) Dillaway-Thomas House;

(3) Thomas Crease House (old Comer Book Store);

(4) Dorchester Heights; and

(5) the following burying grounds: King's Chapel, Granary, and Copp's Hill.

(b) In furtherance of the general purposes of this Act as prescribed in section 2, the Secretary is authorized to enter into cooperative agreements with the city of Boston, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, or any private organization to mark, interpret, restore, and/or provide technical assistance for the preservation and interpretation of any properties listed in section 2, or portions thereof, which, in his opinion, would best be preserved in private, municipal, or State ownership, in connection with the Boston National Historical Park. Such agreements shall contain, but shall not be limited to, provisions that the Secretary, through the National Park Service, shall have right of access at all reasonable times to all public portions of the property covered by such agreement for the purpose of conducting visitors through such properties and interpreting them to the public, that no changes or alterations shall be made in such properties except by mutual agreement between the Secretary and the other parties to such agreements, except that no limitation or control of any kind over the use of any such properties customarily used for church purposes shall be imposed by any agreement. The agreements may contain specific provisions which outline in detail the extent of the participation by the Secretary in the restoration, preservation, and maintenance of such historic properties.

(c) The Secretary may identify other significant sites of the colonial and Revolutionary periods of American history in the city of Boston, Massachusetts, and its environs, which are related to the historical park created by this Act, and, with the consent of the owner or owners thereof, may mark them appropriately and make reference to them in any interpretive literature.
SEC, 4. (a) There is established a Boston National Historical Park Advisory Commission (hereinafter referred to as the "Commission") which shall be composed of members appointed by the Secretary as follows:

(1) Three members appointed from recommendations submitted by the Governor of Massachusetts;

(2) Three members appointed from recommendations submitted by the mayor of the city of Boston; and

(3) One member to represent each owner with which the Secretary has concluded a cooperative agreement pursuant to section 3 of this Act, to be appointed from recommendations submitted by each such owner.

(b) The Commission shall terminate ten years from the date of establishment of the Boston National Historical Park,

(c) A vacancy in the Commission shall not affect its powers, but shall be filled in the same manner as the original appointment (and for the balance of the unexpired term). The Chairman of the Commission shall be designated by the Secretary.

(d) The Commission shall act and advise by affirmative vote of a majority of its members.

(e) The Secretary or his designee shall from time to time, but at least semiannually, consult with the Commission with respect to matters relating to the development of the Boston National Historical Park.

(f) Members of the Commission shall serve without compensation as such. The Secretary is authorized to pay the expenses reasonably incurred by the Commission in carrying out its responsibilities under this Act upon presentation of vouchers signed by the Chairman.

SEC. 5. The Secretary may acquire property or any interest therein by donation, purchase, or exchange for the visitor center, and notwithstanding any other provision of law, funds appropriated for the development and operation of the visitor center may be expended on property in which the Secretary has acquired less than the fee simple interest therein, including a leasehold interest.

SEC. 6. When established as provided in section 2 of this Act, the Boston National Historical Park shall be administered by the Secretary in accordance with the provisions of this Act, the Act of August 25, 1916 (39 Stat. 535), as amended and supplemented (16 U.S.C. 1 et seq. ), and the Act of August 21, 1935 (49 Stat. 666; 16 U.S.C. 461-467).

SEC. 7. For the acquisition of lands or interests in lands designated by section 2 of this Act as components of the Boston National Historical Park, there is authorized to be appropriated not to exceed $2,740,000. For development of the components designated as paragraphs 1 through 6 in section 2, there is authorized to be a ppropriated not more than $12,818,000. For the development of the component designated as paragraph 7 in section 2, there is authorized to be appropriated not

more than $11,500,000.

Approved October 1, 1974.

Legislative History:

House Report No. 93-1246 accompanying H.R. 7486 (Comm. on Interior and Insular Affairs).

Senate Report No. 93-599 (Comm. on Interior and Insular Affairs),

Congressional Record:

Vol . 119 ( 1973): Dec. 7, considered and passed Senate.

Vol . 120 (1974): Aug. 5, considered and passed House, amended, in lieu of H.R. 7486.

Sept. 18, Senate concurred in House amendment.

An Act to authorize additional appropriations for the acquisition of lands and interests in lands within the Sawtooth National Recreation Area in Idaho. (92 Stat. 3467) (P.L. 95-625)

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress

assembled,

TITLE III-ADDITION OF DORCHESTER HEIGHTS TO THE BOSTON NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK

*  
*  
*
 * 
*
*  
*  
*
 * 
* 
SEC. 310. (a) Section 2(a) of the Boston National Historical Park Act of 1974 (88 Stat. 1184) is amended —
(1) in paragraph (6) by striking out "and" at the end thereof;

(2) in paragraph (7) by striking out the period and inserting in lieu thereof "; and"; and

(3) by inserting at the end thereof the following new paragraph:

"(8) Dorchester Heights, Boston.".

(b) Section 3(a) of such Act is amended-

(1) in paragraph (3) by inser ting "and" after the semicolon;

(2) by striking out "(4) Dorchester Heights; and";

And

(3) by striking out “(5)” and inserting in lieu thereof “(4)".
(c) There are authorized to be appropriated such sums as may be necessary for the acquisition of lands,or interests in lands designated by subsection (a) of this section as a component of the Boston National Historical Park, and for the development of such component.
(d) Section 2(d) of such Act is amended by deleting the period at the end of the last sentence and inserting: and the Secretary is authorized to grant, in accordance with such terms and conditions as he deems necessary and consistent with the purposes of this Act, easements and rights-of-way to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts or any political subdivision thereof including the Boston Redevelopment Authority for purposes of the vehicular, pedestrian and utility access to that portion of

the Boston Navy Yard outside the boundaries of the Park. Such grants of easements and rights-of-way shall be upon the express condition that the grantee convey to the United States the property known as BuildIng No. 107 being a part of the Boston Navy Yard and owned by the Boston Redevelopment Authority,"

*  
*  
*
 * 
*
*  
*  
*
 * 
*
Approved November 10, 1978.
	PUBLIC LAW 96-344—SEPT. 8, 1980

Public Law 96-344

96th Congress

An Act

To improve the administration of the Historic Siles, Buildings and Antiquities Act of 1935 (49 Stat. 666).

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 

United States of America in Congress assembled,

*  
*  
*
 * 
*
*  
*  
*
 * 
*

SEC. 5. The Boston National Historical Park Act of 1974 (88 Stat. 1184) is amended by inserting the following after the first sentence of subsection 2(d): "As used in this section, the Charlestown Navy Yard shall also include the properties known as the Ropewalk and Tar House and the Chain Forge and Round House, designated on such map as buildings numbered 58, 60, and 105.".

*  
*  
*
 * 
*
*  
*  
*
 * 
*

Approved September 8, 1980.


	94 STAT. 1133

Sept. 8. 1980

[S. 2680]

Historic Sites,

Buildings

and Antiquities Act,

administration

improvement.

94 STAT. 1134

16 USC 410z note.

16 USC 410z.

94 STAT. 1138



PUBLIC LAW 96-430 96th Congress October 10, 1980 [H.R. 7434] 

An Act to provide for the establishment of the Boston African American National Historic Site in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

TITLE I-- BOSTON AFRICAN AMERICAN NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE

SEC. 101. In order to preserve for the benefit and inspiration of the people of the United States as a national historic site certain historic structures and properties of outstanding national sig​nificance located in Boston, Massachusetts, and associated with the creation and development of a free African American community within Beacon Hill prior to the Civil War, the Secretary of the Interior (hereinafter in this Act referred to as the “Secretary”) is authorized to establish the Boston African American National Historic Site, including the African American Meeting House, within the area generally depicted on the map entitled “Boundary Map, Boston African American National Historic Site”, numbered BOAF-80,000 and dated March 1980. The map shall be on file and available for public inspection in the offices of the National Park Service, Department of the Interior.

SEC. 102. At such time as the Secretary determines that sufficient properties within the bound​ary of the site are the subject of cooperative agreements pursuant to section 103, he may establish the area as the Boston African American National Historic Site. Pending such establishment and thereafter, the site shall be administered by the Secretary in accordance with the provisions of this Act and the provisions of law generally applicable to the administration of national historic sites, including the Act of August 25, 1916 (39 Stat. 535; 16 U.S.C. 1, 2-4) and the Act of August 21, 1935 (49 Stat. 666; 16 U.S.C. 461-467).

SEC. 103. The Secretary may accept any gift or bequest of any property depicted on the map re​ferred to in the first section of this Act, and he is authorized to enter into cooperative agreements with the city of Boston, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, or any of their political subdivi​sions, or any private person or organization, including the Beacon Hill Architectural Commission, to mark, interpret, restore, provide technical assistance, or any combination thereof, and for such other activities as may be necessary for the preservation of any properties depicted on such map. Cooperative agreements shall contain, but need not be limited to, provisions that (1) the Secretary, through the National Park Service, or some appropriate private group contracted to the National Park Service for this purpose, shall have the right at all reasonable times to interpret the exterior of the property and such portions of the interior as have been mutually agreed upon, and (2) no changes or alterations shall be made in such properties except by mutual agreement between the Secretary and the other parties to such agreements. The agreements may contain specific provi​sions which outline in detail the extent of the participation by the Secretary in the restoration, preservation, or maintenance of such historic properties. The Secretary is authorized in his discre​tion to assist with maintenance directly related to public visitation of those properties covered by cooperative agreements consummated pursuant to this Act. No funds may be expended on a prop​erty until after the Secretary determines that there is applicable to that property a binding written cooperative agreement which remains in force and impact assuring the preservation and historical integrity of such property. If any fees are charged for the use of a property covered by a coopera​tive agreement, and Federal funds are committed in the cooperative agreements, the income from such fees shall be applied to the costs of maintenance and renovation of that property. Notwith​standing any other provision of law, no Federal fees shall be charged for entrance or admission to the historic site.

SEC. 104. The Secretary in cooperation with other interested groups, may identify other signifi​cant sites relating to the nineteenth century fee African American community on Beacon Hill, Boston, which are related to the historic site authorized by this Act, and, with the consent of the owners thereof, may mark them appropriately and make reference to them in any interpretive literature.

SEC. 105. Within three complete fiscal years from the impactive date of this Act, the Secre​tary shall submit to the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs of the United States House of Representatives and the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources of the United States Senate a comprehensive general management plan for the historic site, pursuant to the provisions of sec​tion 12(b) of the Act of August 18, 1970 (84 Stat.825; 16 U.S.C. la - 1 et seq.).

SEC. 106. Impactive on October 1, 1981, there are authorized to be appropriated such sums as may be necessary to carry out the other provision of this act. Notwithstanding any other provi​sions of this Act, authority to enter into contracts, to incur obligations, or to make payments under this Act shall be impactive only to the extent, and in such amounts, as are provided in advance in appropriation Acts.
� The Metropolitan District Commission was combined with the Department of Environmental Management to create the MA Department of Conservation and Recreation in 2003.





