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Categorical Exclusion Form

Project: SUP-Ponderosa Telephone, Battery Replacement at Mid Hills Site
Project Number: 13-moja-009/45054
Project Description:
Jake Ashworth, Ponderosa Telephone, has applied for a special use permit. Ponderosa Telephone has a microwave site at Mid Hills inside wilderness. It needs to replace 12-volt and 48-volt batteries at the site; the batteries have a five-year life. Ponderosa Telephone has contracted with Sundance Helicopters of Las Vegas, NV to airlift eight 4x4-foot pallet loads of batteries to the site. A total of 24 batteries @ 68 lbs. each and 32 batteries @ 115 lbs. each, plus tools and related equipment will be flown to the site. Ponderosa Telephone will stage their operation on private lands and conduct this replacement over three days: helicopter flights over two days with one day in between for battery installation and loading for removal. Work is tentatively scheduled for January 15-17, 2013. 

Ponderosa Telephone originally scheduled this work for the week of December 17. They are rescheduling to allow time to obtain a special use permit. Ponderosa Telephone holds a BLM right-of-way grant/temporary use permit (CA-30737) for the Mid Hills communications site, which provides communication service to the National Park Service at Hole-in-the-Wall and to other customers in the Preserve. This grant expires April 28, 2023. 

Project Locations: 

	Location 

	County: 
	San Bernardino 
	State: 
	CA 

	District: 
	Mid Hills 
	Section: 
	

	Geo. Marker: 
	
	Other: 
	


Mitigation(s): 

· No mitigations identified.

Describe the category used to exclude action from further NEPA analysis and indicate the number of the category (see Section 3-4 of DO-12):
C.3 Routine maintenance and repairs to non-historic structures, facilities, utilities, grounds and trails. 

Mojave National Preserve staff has completed an interdisciplinary review of the proposed action.  The Archeologist, David Nichols, has conducted a site visit to check for sensitive cultural resources, but all work will be carried out above ground and without soil disturbance.   The Fire Management Officer, Chuck Heard, has reviewed Ponderosa Telephone’s Operations and Safety Plans with regard to air operations and safety protocols.  All work proposed at the microwave site within wilderness can be completed without the use of motorized vehicles or mechanized transport being staged in wilderness; therefore, a minimum requirements analysis is not necessary for this project.  Ponderosa Telephone has been asked to provide more detail regarding potential use of hazardous chemicals on site, and emergency response procedures in case of a hazardous spill (email communication, 01/08/2013).  Reviewers did not identify any other concerns regarding potentially significant adverse impacts to the natural or cultural resources of the Preserve.  Impairment is not expected to result from this action.  Replacement of the batteries at the Mid Hills Communication Site is necessary to ensure continued reliable telecommunication service to NPS facilities at Hole-in-the-Wall.  In conclusion, a special use permit may be issued to Ponderosa Telephone for the actions described above without further environmental review.

Explanation: 
On the basis of the environmental impact information in the statutory compliance file, with which I am familiar, I am categorically excluding the described project from further NEPA analysis. No exceptional circumstances (e.g. all boxes in the ESF are marked "no") or conditions in Section 3-6 apply, and the action is fully described in Section 3-4 of DO-12.
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