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Flow 
Recurrence 
Interval 
(yr) 

Discharge 
(cfs) 

Existing Bridge Proposed Bridge 

Water 
Surface 
Elevation 
(ft) 

Channel 
Velocity 
at 
Bridge 
(fps) 

Water 
Surface 
Elevation 
(ft) 

Channel 
Velocity 
at 
Bridge 
(fps) 

Water 
Surface 
Elevation 
difference* 
(ft) 

2 1006 4885.78 8.59 4885.15 5.55 -0.63 

10 1961 4887.72 8.29 4887.04 7.23 -0.68 

50 3796 4890.04 9.16 4890.04 9.16 0.00 

100 5032 4890.92 8.23 4890.89 8.14 -0.03 

500 9632 4894.21 5.63 4894.20 5.58 -0.01 



 

   

 



 

   

 



 

   

 



 

   

 



 

   

 



 

   

 



 

   

 



 

   

 

 



 

   

 



 

   

 



 

   

 



 

   

 



 

   

 



 

   

 



 

   

 



 

   

 



 

   

 



 

   

 



 

   

 

 

 

                      

 



 

   

 



 

   

 



 

   

 



 

   

 

 

   

  



 

   

 

GLAC PR Number: 1430-14-MA-0001   

 

 

 

 

MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT 

 

BETWEEN GLACIER NATIONAL PARK  

 

AND 

 

 THE MONTANA STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER 

 

REGARDING DEMOLITION OF  

 

THE SWIFTCURRENT BRIDGE, MANY GLACIER HOTEL HISTORIC DISTRICT 

 

GLACIER NATIONAL PARK, GLACIER COUNTY, MONTANA 

 

 

 

WHEREAS the National Park Service, Glacier National Park (Park) proposes to demolish the 

Swiftcurrent Bridge  in the Many Glacier Historic District; and 

 

WHEREAS the Park has defined the undertaking’s area of potential effect (APE) as the Many Glacier 

Hotel Historic District, Glacier National Park, Montana; and 

 

WHEREAS the Park has determined that the undertaking will have an adverse effect on the Swiftcurrent 

Bridge, which has been determined eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places as a 

contributing resource to the Many Glacier Hotel Historic District; and   

 

WHEREAS the Park has consulted with the Montana State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) 

pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (16 USC 470) and its implementing 

regulations, “Protection of Historic Properties” (36 CFR 800); and 

 

WHEREAS the Park has notified the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (Council) to determine 

its participation pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (16 USC 470) and its 

implementing regulations, “Protection of Historic Properties” (36 CFR 800), and the Council has chosen 

not to participate; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE; the Park and the SHPO agree that the undertaking will be implemented in 

accordance with the following stipulations in order to take into account the effect of the undertaking on 

historic properties. 

  



 

   

 

STIPULATIONS 

 

The Park shall ensure that the following measures are carried out: 

 

1) MITIGATION 

a)  Prior to demolition, the Park will record the bridge to the standards of the Historic American 

Engineering Survey.  HAER documentation will comply with the National Park Service standards set 

forth in the attached letter from the Heritage Partnerships Program, dated January 14, 2014.  Original 

prints and associated documentation also will be provided to the Montana SHPO and the Glacier 

National Park Archives.   

 

b)  The Park will design and install two wayside exhibits at locations along the Many Glacier Road.  

The exhibits will interpret the transportation history of the Many Glacier Valley from pre-contact 

through the period of significance of the National Register-eligible Many Glacier Road.  Text for the 

proposed wayside exhibits will be submitted to the Montana SHPO for review and approval prior to 

production.   

 

c)  The design of the replacement bridge has been carefully evaluated against the design philosophy 

of the historic bridge, and its compatibility with the architectural characteristics of the Many Glacier 

Hotel Historic District.  Any changes to the 90 percent plans will be submitted to the SHPO for 

review.     

 

2) DURATION  

This MOA will be null and void if its terms are not carried out within two (2) years from the date of 

its execution.  Prior to such time, the Park may consult with the SHPO to reconsider the terms of the 

MOA and amend it in accordance with Stipulation 4. 

 

3) DISPUTE RESOLUTION  

Should SHPO object at any time to any actions proposed or the manner in which the terms of this 

MOA are implemented, the Park shall consult with the SHPO to resolve the objection.  If the Park 

determines that such objection cannot be resolved, the Park will: 

 

A.  Forward all documentation relevant to the dispute, including the Park’s proposed resolution, 

to the Council.  The Council shall provide the Park with its advice on the resolution of the 

objection within thirty (30) days of receiving adequate documentation.  Prior to reaching a final 

decision on the dispute, the Park shall prepare a written response that takes into account any 

timely advice or comments regarding the dispute from the Council and the SHPO, and provide 

them with a copy of this written response.  The park will then proceed according to its final 

decision. 

 

B.  If the Council does not provide its advice regarding the dispute within the thirty (30) day time 

period, the Park may make a final decision on the dispute and proceed accordingly.  Prior to 

reaching such a final decision, the Park shall prepare a written response that takes into account 

any timely comments regarding the dispute from the SHPO to the MOA, and provide them and 

the Council with a copy of such written response. 

 

C.  The Park’s responsibility to carry out all other actions subject to the terms of this MOA that 

are not the subject of the dispute remain unchanged. 

  



 

   

 

      4) AMENDMENTS   

 This MOA may be amended when such an amendment is agreed to in writing by all signatories.  

The amendment will be effective on the date a copy signed by all of the signatories is filed with 

the Council. 

 

      5) TERMINATION   

 If any signatory to this MOA determines that its terms will not or cannot be carried out, that party 

shall immediately consult with the other party to attempt to develop an amendment.  If within 

thirty (30) days (or another time period agreed to by all signatories) an amendment cannot be 

reached, any signatory may terminate the MOA upon written notification to the other signatories. 

 

Once the MOA is terminated, and prior to work continuing on the undertaking, the Park must 

either (a) execute an MOA pursuant to 36 CFR § 800.6 or (b) request, take into account, and 

respond to the comments of the Council under 36 CFR § 800.7.  The Park shall notify the 

signatories as to the course of action it will pursue. 

 

      6)  AGREEMENT CONTACTS 

For Glacier National Park:  Jeff Mow, Superintendent, Glacier National Park, P.O. Box 128, West 

Glacier, Montana  59936.  Phone:  (406) 888-7943. 

 

For the Montana State Historic Preservation Office:  Mark Baumler, Ph.D., Montana State 

Historic Preservation Office, P.O. Box 201202, Helena, Montana  56620.  Phone:  (406) 444-

7715. 

 

EXECUTION OF THIS MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT by the Park and SHPO and 

implementation of its terms, evidences that the Park has afforded the SHPO and the Council an 

opportunity to comment on the Swiftcurrent Bridge demolition and its effect on the historic properties, 

and that the Park has taken into account the effect of the undertaking on historic properties. 

 

SIGNATORIES 

 

 

 

             

Jeff Mow, Superintendent     Date 

Glacier National Park 

 

 

             

Mark Baumler, Ph.D. 

Montana State Historic Preservation Officer   Date 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

   

 

 

 

 



 

   

 



 

   

 



 

   

 



 

   

 



 

   

 

Flow 
Recurrence 
Interval 
(yr) 

Discharge 
(cfs) 

Existing Bridge Proposed Bridge 

Water 
Surface 
Elevation 
(ft) 

Channel 
Velocity 
at 
Bridge 
(fps) 

Water 
Surface 
Elevation 
(ft) 

Channel 
Velocity 
at 
Bridge 
(fps) 

Water 
Surface 
Elevation 
difference* 
(ft) 

2 1006 4885.78 8.59 4885.15 5.55 -0.63 

10 1961 4887.72 8.29 4887.04 7.23 -0.68 

50 3796 4890.04 9.16 4890.04 9.16 0.00 

100 5032 4890.92 8.23 4890.89 8.14 -0.03 

500 9632 4894.21 5.63 4894.20 5.58 -0.01 



 

   

 


