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INTRODUCTION

Of the four major wars of  the twentieth century,  World War I  a lone has no national  memorial  in the nation’s  capital .  There were more American 
casualt ies in World War I  than in the Korean and Vietnam wars combined, with 116,516 Americans lost  (53,402 Batt le Deaths,  and 63,114 Non-Theater 
Deaths)  and 204,000 more wounded. In December 2014,  President Obama signed legislat ion authoriz ing the U.S.  World War I  Centennial  Commission 
(WWICC) to establ ish a new memorial .  P.L .113-291,  Section 3091 of  the National  Defense Authorizat ion Act of  2015 re-designates Pershing Park in 
the Distr ict  of  Columbia,  an exist ing memorial  to General  John J.  Pershing,  commander of  American forces in World War I ,  as a national  World War I 
Memorial ,  and authorizes the WWICC to fur ther honor American servicemen and women in World War I :

  a. (3)  AUTHORITY TO ENHANCE COMMEMORATIVE WORK

   (A)  IN GENERAL. The Commission may enhance the General  Pershing Commemorative Work by constructing on the land designated in  
   paragraph (1 )  [Pershing Park]  as a World War 1  Memorial  appropriate sculptural  and other commemorative elements,  including    
   landscaping,  to fur ther honor the service members of  the United States Armed Forces in World War I .

The exist ing park is  a 1.8-acre parcel  bounded by Pennsylvania Avenue on the nor th and south,  15th Street NW on the west,  and 14th Street NW on 
the east.  P.L.84-461,  approved in 1956 authorized the commemoration to General  Pershing and those of  the American Expedit ionary Force under his 
command. The site,  also the subject of  this  review, was approved for the Pershing commemorative work in 1957,  and design effor ts were under taken. 
However,  later  effor ts to improve Pennsylvania Avenue required that the plans for  the avenue and plans for  the commemoration be coordinated using 
the same parcel  of  ground.

The park was designed by M. Paul  Fr iedburg and Par tners in 1979-80 as a civic park with a large pool  /  ice r ink and fountain as the dominant elements. 
In the southeast corner of  the s ite s its  a memorial  to General  John J.  Pershing,  designed by architect Wallace K.  Harr ison.  Landscape architects 
Oehme van Sweden redesigned the park planting shor t ly after  the park was constructed in 1981,  supplementing and changing por t ions of  the original 
Fr iedberg design.

The national  World War I  Memorial  wi l l  serve dual  functions,  as a space of  commemoration and as an urban park s ituated within the Pennsylvania 
Avenue National  Historic Site.  The memorial  design must balance these two functions with great sensit iv ity,  providing an expanded commemorative 
identity wor thy of  a National  World War I  Memorial  whi le at  the same t ime honoring the historic s ignif icance of  the park and its  greater context.
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Design Competit ion:
WWICC init iated design competit ion in May 2015.   Over 350 different designs received for Stage I  of  the Design Competit ion;  WWICC selected f ive 
f inal ists.   In January 2016,  the WWICC selected a design concept from among the f inal ists.
 
Publ ic Input through the NEPA and Section 106 Processes:
A publ ic scoping period for Environmental  Assessment (EA) for  the memorial  design was held in May 2015,  coinciding with the init iat ion of  the design 
competit ion.   The publ ic was invited to comment on the proposed establ ishment of  the World War I  Memorial  within Pershing Park and to identify 
potential  issues or concerns for  consideration in the EA. At that t ime, WWICC and the National  Park Service received comments from mult iple 
organizations,  as wel l  as individuals.   The WWICC and NPS are working to complete an EA for the establ ishment of  the memorial . 
 
In addit ion,  the WWICC and NPS have held f ive Section 106 consult ing par t ies meetings,  the f irst  of  which occurred in December 2015,  pr ior  to the 
selection of  a design concept.   Since that t ime, the design concept has evolved to avoid and minimize adverse effects to contr ibuting features of 
historic proper t ies,  including Pershing Park,  which was determined el igible for  l ist ing in the National  Register  of  Historic Places.   Consult ing par t ies 
have reached consensus that an adverse effect to Pershing Park wil l  occur;   WWICC and the NPS are working to identify minimization and mit igation 
strategies and to draft  a memorandum of agreement (MOA). 
 
Agency Review: 
Both the National  Capital  Planning Commission (NCPC) and U.S.  Commission of  Fine Ar ts (CFA) have reviewed the design concept on mult iple 
occasions.   NCPC has reviewed the project twice,  in November 2016 and July 2017,  providing comments.  CFA has reviewed the design four t imes 
between December 2015 and February 2018,  and granted concept approval  in May 2017.  

PROCESS
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LOCATION AND CONTEXT

LINCOLN
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PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE

WASHINGTON
MONUMENT

PERSHING 
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PRESIDENT’S 
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BALANCE OF TWO WORKS OF ART
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FRIEDBERG’S 3 FOCAL POINTS

1. FOUNTAIN

3. KIOSK2. PERSHING MEMORIAL

1

2

3

BALANCE TWO WORKS OF ART

Photo Credit: “Pershing Park,” Process Architecture 82, 1989, 77”



7

2

3

Photo Credit: “Pershing Park,” Process Architecture 82, 1989, 77”

FRIEDBERG’S 3 FOCAL POINTS AS THE WWI MEMORIAL

1. SCULPTURE 

3.  FLAGSTAFF

BALANCE TWO WORKS OF ART

1

2. PERSHING MEMORIAL
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SCULPTURE PROGRESS

Howard’s sculpture design fol lows the structure outl ined by Joseph Campbell ’s  mono-myth 
“the hero’s  journey”.  The piece,  “A Soldier ’s  Journey”,  includes the f ive basic narrat ive 
elements:  depar ture,  init iat ion,  ordeal,  aftermath,  and return.  As with tradit ional  story 
tel l ing or even f i lm media,  each scene of  the sculpture is  integral  to the ones before and 
after  i t ,  creating a s ingle f lowing composit ion that draws viewers in and out of  the work in 
rhythm to the nearly perceivable motion of  the f igures.  The result  is  a  piece which develops 
points of  tension and rel ief  that swir l  around the center tumult  of  batt le – what Woodrow 
Wilson foresaw as “f iery tr ial  and sacrif ice” – the courage of  American troops in desperate 
and violent s ituations.  The journey of  a recurr ing f igure,  an American soldier  who appears 
throughout the sculpture,  par takes in the most recognizable tableaux of  the war effor t .  On 
a second level,  the soldier  also represents the American experience of  World War I  and the 
transit ion of  the nation from pol it ical  isolat ionism to a place on the world stage.

Throughout the entire work there is  a strong effor t  to depict  the role of  al l  peoples involved 
in and affected by the war by depict ing women, Afr ican-Americans and other ethnic groups, 
and famil ies.  Nearly al l  of  the f igures proposed appear at  just  over l i fe scale to make them 
monumental  yet relatable to the publ ic,  to keep them from appearing out of  scale with the 
park,  and to reduce the size of  the sculpture when and where possible.

A SOLDIER’S JOURNEY - Sabin Howard
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SCULPTURE PROGRESS
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REDUCED SCULPTURE LENGTH
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LENGTH REDUCTION STUDIES PRIOR TO FEB 2018 CFA

Januar y 2016 - 324’  Commemorative Work

Januar y / Februar y 2017 - 90’  Commemorative Work

November 2016 - 116’  Commemorative Work

May 2017 - 65’  Commemorative Work
REDUCED SCULPTURE LENGTH
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Pennsylvania Avenue NW

14th Street N
W

15th Street N
W

Pennsylvania Avenue NW

NORTH
N

Scale: 1" = 30'-0"

15' 30'

IMPORTANT SITE DIMENSIONS FOR SCULPTURE REDUCTION AND ALIGNMENT
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52’-8” Total 
Inaccessible Edge;

26’-2” of Accessible 
Edge

REDUCED SCULPTURE LENGTH
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56’-6” Sculpture | 6’-6” Figures (Monumental Scale Figures, Minimum Height)

3’-2”
6’-6” A

V
G

.

7’-5” 

52’-8” Sculpture | 5’-11” Figures (Non-monumental Scale Figures, Not Appropriate)

3’-2”
5’-11” A

V
G

.

6’-11” 

51’-0” Sculpture | 5’-9” Figures (Non-monumental Scale Figures, Not Appropriate)

3’-2”
5’-9” A

V
G

.

6’-8” 

64’-6” Sculpture | 7’-0” Figures, February 2018 Submission (Monumental Scale Figures, Ideal) 

5’-9”

5’-4”

3’-2”
7’-0

” A
V

G
.

8’-0
” 

SURFACE OF VIEWING PLATFORM 

EXISTING PERSHING STATUE SCALING OF SCULPTURE

REDUCED SCULPTURE LENGTH

8’-0
” 
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SCALING OF SCULPTURE -  IMPACT ON MOUNTING HEIGHT
Comparison to other D.C. sculptures

KOREAN WAR VETERANS MEMORIAL

UNITED STATES NAVY MEMORIAL
BASE HEIGHT: 0’-4”
FIGURE HEIGHT: 7’-0”

BASE HEIGHT: 0’-0”
FIGURE HEIGHT: 7’-4”

BASE HEIGHT: 4’-0”
FIGURE HEIGHT: 8’-0”

BASE HEIGHT: 1’-0”
FIGURE HEIGHT: 8’-0”

BASE HEIGHT: 9’-4”
FIGURE HEIGHT: 9’-0”

BASE HEIGHT: 11’-0”
FIGURE HEIGHT: 6’-6” 

BASE HEIGHT: 3’-2”
FIGURE HEIGHT: 8’-0”

BASE HEIGHT: 0’-0”
FIGURE HEIGHT: 5’-10”

GENERAL PERSHING MEMORIAL DC COURTS - LINCOLN STATUE JOHN MARSHALL PARK

VIETNAM VETERANS MEMORIAL GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC FRANKLIN DELANO ROOSEVELT MEMORIAL

REDUCED SCULPTURE LENGTH
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IMPACT OF SCULPTURE LENGTH ON SITE (56’-6” VS 51’)

Viewshed Impacted by 56’-6” length vs 51’ length

14th Street N
W

15th Street N
W

Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Pennsylvania Avenue NW NORTH
N

Scale: 1" = 30'-0"

15' 30'

Viewshed Analysis

51’ SCULPTURE EXTENTS

56’-6” SCULPTURE EXTENTS

REDUCED SCULPTURE LENGTH
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Viewshed Analysis

VISUAL IMPACT OF SCULPTURE LENGTH ON SITE (56’-6” VS 51’)

REDUCED SCULPTURE LENGTH
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Viewshed Analysis

REDUCED SCULPTURE LENGTH

VISUAL IMPACT OF SCULPTURE LENGTH ON SITE (56’-6” VS 51’)
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DEVELOPMENT OF OPTIONS 
FREESTANDING (6’-6” FIGURES, 56’-6” SCULPTURE)

INTEGRATED (6’-6” FIGURES, 56’-6” SCULPTURE)
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PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE: INTEGRATED (6’-6” FIGURES, 56’-6” SCULPTURE) 

14th Street N
W

15th Street N
W

Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Impact on Site

NORTH
N

Scale: 1" = 30'-0"

15' 30'
Existing features to be adjusted or removed
Proposed elements

REMOVAL  OF FOUNTAIN 
STRUCTURE

ADDITION OF FOUNTAIN / 
OVERLOOK INTO STAIRS

ADDITION OF WALKWAY ADJUSTMENT OF 
PLANTER FOR STRONGER 
CONNECTION TO PERSHING

REMOVAL OF KIOSK 
STRUCTURE TO SUPPORT 
INTEGRATION OF FLAGSTAFF

SHIFT / REMOVE PLANTERS

SHIFT PLANTERS

DEVELOPMENT OF OPTIONS 
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PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE: INTEGRATED (6’-6” FIGURES, 56’-6” SCULPTURE) 

Alignment with Proposed Elements
Alignment with Existing Elements

NORTH
N

Scale: 1" = 30'-0"

15' 30'

14th Street N
W

15th Street N
W

Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Pennsylvania Avenue NW

DEVELOPMENT OF OPTIONS 

Key Alignments

Pool Centerline
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PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE: INTEGRATED (6’-6” FIGURES, 56’-6” SCULPTURE) 
West Terrace Alignment

Alignment with Proposed Elements
NORTH

N

Scale: 1" = 30'-0"

15' 30'

14th Street N
W

15th Street N
W

Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Pennsylvania Avenue NW

13
’-5

”

22
’-2

”
22

’-2
”

Pool Centerline

230 SF GATHERING SPACE

CENTERED ON POOL EXTENTS

CENTERED ON POOL EXTENTS

3’
-0

”
3’

-0
”

DEVELOPMENT OF OPTIONS 

24
’-8

”
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PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE: INTEGRATED (6’-6” FIGURES, 56’-6” SCULPTURE) 
Design Dimensions

10’-11”5’-1”

13’-5”

10’-6”
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’-9
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24
’-8

”
3’

-0
”

3’
-0

”
13

’-5
”

22
’-2

”
22

’-2
”

15’-3” FULL WESTERN 
TERRACE ACCESSIBLE EDGE

DEVELOPMENT OF OPTIONS 
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Integration and Detailing

3’-2”
7’-5”

6”
6”

5’-1”

3” Water Depth

13’-5” 2’-11”

1’-2”

2%

CASCADE SOURCE

OVERLOOK 
BEYOND

BRONZE SCULPTURE

TREADS 
BEYOND

RUNNEL 
BEYOND

EXISTING 
POOL FLOOR

DEVELOPMENT OF OPTIONS 

EXISTING TREAD TO 
BE REMOVED

LOWER PLAZA BEYOND

BRONZE SET INTO STONE

6” HONED GRANITE 
FRAME TO MATCH 
EXISTING FOUNTAIN

SPLIT FACE GRANITE TO 
MATCH EXISTING FOUNTAIN 
BEHIND CASCADE

6” HONED GRANITE 
PLINTH TO MATCH 
EXISTING FOUNTAIN

HONED GRANITE 
BASE TO MATCH 
EXISTING FOUNTAIN

CASCADE 
SOURCE POOL 

PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE: INTEGRATED (6’-6” FIGURES, 56’-6” SCULPTURE) 
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Overlook Sight Lines 

DEVELOPMENT OF OPTIONS 

PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE: INTEGRATED (6’-6” FIGURES, 56’-6” SCULPTURE) 

21’-4”



25DEVELOPMENT OF OPTIONS 

PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE: INTEGRATED (6’-6” FIGURES, 56’-6” SCULPTURE) 



26DEVELOPMENT OF OPTIONS 

PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE: INTEGRATED (6’-6” FIGURES, 56’-6” SCULPTURE) 



27DEVELOPMENT OF OPTIONS 

PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE: INTEGRATED (6’-6” FIGURES, 56’-6” SCULPTURE) 



28DEVELOPMENT OF OPTIONS 

INTEGRATED: ALTERNATE OVERLOOK / PLANTING TREATMENT OPTIONS
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14th Street N
W

15th Street N
W

Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Impact on Site

NORTH
N

Scale: 1" = 30'-0"

15' 30'
Existing features to be adjusted or removed
Proposed elements

DEVELOPMENT OF OPTIONS 

FREESTANDING (6’-6” FIGURES, 56’-6” SCULPTURE)

REMOVAL  OF FOUNTAIN 
STRUCTURE

ADDITION OF 
FREESTANDING WALL

SHIFT PLANTER LOCATIONS

ADDITION OF WALKWAY

REMOVAL OF KIOSK 
STRUCTURE TO SUPPORT 
INTEGRATION OF FLAGSTAFF

ADJUSTMENT OF 
PLANTER FOR STRONGER 
CONNECTION TO PERSHING
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14th Street N
W

15th Street N
W

Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Key Alignments

Alignment with Proposed Elements
Alignment with Existing Elements

NORTH
N

Scale: 1" = 30'-0"

15' 30'

DEVELOPMENT OF OPTIONS 

Pool Centerline

FREESTANDING (6’-6” FIGURES, 56’-6” SCULPTURE)
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14th Street N
W

15th Street N
W

Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Pennsylvania Avenue NW

West Terrace Alignment

Alignment with Proposed Elements
NORTH

N

Scale: 1" = 30'-0"

15' 30'

10
’-6

”
10

’-6
”

Pool Centerline

597 SF GATHERING SPACE

20
’-6

”

DEVELOPMENT OF OPTIONS 

FREESTANDING (6’-6” FIGURES, 56’-6” SCULPTURE)
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Design Dimensions

20
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10
’-0

”
16

’-1
”

11
’-2

”

43’-4” FULL WESTERN TERRACE 
ACCESSIBLE EDGE

5’-2”

DEVELOPMENT OF OPTIONS 

FREESTANDING (6’-6” FIGURES, 56’-6” SCULPTURE)



33

2’-0
”

3’-2”

7’-5”

5’-1”

3” Water Depth

5’-2”

SPLIT FACE GRANITE

CASCADE SOURCE

BRONZE SCULPTURE

POOL FLOOR 
RAISED 9”

EXISTING 
POOL FLOOR

EXISTING TREAD TO 
BE REMOVED

BRONZE WRAPS ENDS

CASCADE HELD BACK 
6” FROM BRONZE

BRONZE 
WRAPS ENDS

DARK SPLIT FACE 
GRANITE WITH CASCADE

ENGRAVED TEXT

LIGHT SMOOTH 
GRANITE PLINTH

LIGHT SMOOTH 
GRANITE PLINTH

DARK SMOOTH GRANITE 
TO MATCH POOL BASIN

DARK SMOOTH 
GRANITE TO MATCH 
POOL BASIN

Integration and Detailing

DEVELOPMENT OF OPTIONS 

FREESTANDING (6’-6” FIGURES, 56’-6” SCULPTURE)



34DEVELOPMENT OF OPTIONS 

FREESTANDING (6’-6” FIGURES, 56’-6” SCULPTURE)



35DEVELOPMENT OF OPTIONS 

FREESTANDING (6’-6” FIGURES, 56’-6” SCULPTURE)



36DEVELOPMENT OF OPTIONS 

FREESTANDING (6’-6” FIGURES, 56’-6” SCULPTURE)
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SUMMARY OF OPTIONS

DEVELOPMENT OF OPTIONS

Freestanding (6’-6” Figures,  56’-6” Sculpture)Preferred Alternative:  Integrated (6’-6” Figures,  56’-6” Sculpture) 

Freestanding (6’-6” Figures,  56’-6” Sculpture)Preferred Alternative:  Integrated (6’-6” Figures,  56’-6” Sculpture)
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SUMMARY OF OPTIONS

Freestanding (6’-6” Figures,  56’-6” Sculpture)Preferred Alternative:  Integrated (6’-6” Figures,  56’-6” Sculpture) 

Freestanding (6’-6” Figures,  56’-6” Sculpture)Preferred Alternative:  Integrated (6’-6” Figures,  56’-6” Sculpture) 

DEVELOPMENT OF OPTIONS
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SUMMARY OF OPTIONS

DEVELOPMENT OF OPTIONS

Freestanding (6’-6” Figures,  56’-6” Sculpture)Preferred Alternative:  Integrated (6’-6” Figures,  56’-6” Sculpture) 

Freestanding (6’-6” Figures,  56’-6” Sculpture)Preferred Alternative:  Integrated (6’-6” Figures,  56’-6” Sculpture) 
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CONSIDERATION OF THE FOUNTAIN
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AUDIBLE EXPERIENCE

CONSIDERATION OF FOUNTAIN

1
0
'-
3
"

55'-6"

Length of Cascade into Pool = 55’-6” 

Area of Cascade into Pool = 570 sf

FREESTANDING: ALL INTO POOL

Length of Cascade into Pool = 34’-9”

Length of Cascade into Runnel = 47 ’-3”

Area of Cascade into Pool = 372 sf

Area of Cascade into Runnel = 307 SF

WATER LEVEL

WATER LEVEL

WATER LEVEL

WATER LEVEL

EXISTING CONDITION: COMBINATION CASCADE INTO POOL AND RUNNEL

5
'-
2
"

6'-6" 13'-5" 13'-5"

1
0
'-
8
"

Length of Cascade into Runnel = 66’-8”

Area of Cascade into Runnel = 422 SF

INTEGRATED: ONLY INTO RUNNELS
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RELATIONSHIP OF WALKWAYS TO P OOL EDGES 
AND REFINEMENT OF WALKWAY
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WALKWAY L

RELATIONSHIP OF WALKWAYS TO POOL EDGES AND REFINEMENT OF WALKWAY
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Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Pennsylvania Avenue NW NORTH

N

Scale: 1" = 30'-0"

15' 30'

Integrated (6’-6” Figures,  56’-6” Sculpture)



44RELATIONSHIP OF WALKWAYS TO POOL EDGES AND REFINEMENT OF WALKWAY

WALKWAY L
Integrated (6’-6” Figures,  56’-6” Sculpture)
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Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Pennsylvania Avenue NW NORTH

N

Scale: 1" = 30'-0"

15' 30'

WALKWAY LOOP
Integrated (6’-6” Figures,  56’-6” Sculpture)

RELATIONSHIP OF WALKWAYS TO POOL EDGES AND REFINEMENT OF WALKWAY



46RELATIONSHIP OF WALKWAYS TO POOL EDGES AND REFINEMENT OF WALKWAY

WALKWAY LOOP
Integrated (6’-6” Figures,  56’-6” Sculpture)



47RELATIONSHIP OF WALKWAYS TO POOL EDGES AND REFINEMENT OF WALKWAY
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Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Pennsylvania Avenue NW NORTH

N

Scale: 1" = 30'-0"
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WALKWAY PLATFORM
Integrated (6’-6” Figures,  56’-6” Sculpture)



48RELATIONSHIP OF WALKWAYS TO POOL EDGES AND REFINEMENT OF WALKWAY

WALKWAY PLATFORM
Integrated (6’-6” Figures,  56’-6” Sculpture)



49RELATIONSHIP OF WALKWAYS TO POOL EDGES AND REFINEMENT OF WALKWAY

WALKWAY SUMMARY
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FURTHER STUDY OF THE KIOSK
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ROUND FLAGSTAFF
7 Flags

FURTHER STUDY OF THE KIOSK

13
’-1

1” REMOVAL OF ELEVATOR 
AND KIOSK STRUCTURE

CIRCULAR FORM 
REMAINS - FLAGS OF THE 
ALLIED FORCES ADDED, 
CONTINUING THE STORY 
OF THE MEMORIAL

EXISTING ADA RAMP 
REMAINS WITH ~7.77% 
MIDDLE SLOPE, HANDRAIL 
IS BROUGHT BACK

Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Accessible Ramps
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7 Flags

FURTHER STUDY OF THE KIOSK

ROUND FLAGSTAFF
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7 Flags

FURTHER STUDY OF THE KIOSK

ROUND FLAGSTAFF
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6 Flags

FURTHER STUDY OF THE KIOSK

RECTANGULAR FLAGSTAFF

Accessible Ramps
Alignment with Existing Elements

9’
-3

”

6’-10”

36
’-3

”
5’

-7
”

19
’-0

”

8.33% RAMP ADDED BEHIND 
ELEVATED PLANTER

6 FLAGS, THE AMERICAN FLAG 
AND THE BRANCHES OF THE 
US MILITARY ARE ADDED INTO 
THE PLANTER BED 

Pennsylvania Avenue NW



55FURTHER STUDY OF THE KIOSK

6 Flags

RECTANGULAR FLAGSTAFF ALTERNATE



56FURTHER STUDY OF THE KIOSK

6 Flags

RECTANGULAR FLAGSTAFF ALTERNATE
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EXISTING CONDITIONS
EXISTING CONDITIONS

TREE REPLACEMENT STRATEGY
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EXISTING CONDITIONS

Pennsylvania Avenue NW

14th Street N
W

15th Street N
W

Pennsylvania Avenue NW

NORTH
N

Scale: 1" = 30'-0"

15' 30'
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Pennsylvania Avenue NW

14th Street N
W

15th Street N
W

Pennsylvania Avenue NW

TREE REPLACEMENT STRATEGY

DEVELOPMENT OF OPTIONS

Missing Tree to be Replaced (per original planting plan)

Tree to be removed (to accommodate preferred design strategy)

STRATEGY VARIES

NORTH
N

Scale: 1" = 30'-0"

15' 30'


