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The Methow Valley Citizens' Council 

Board of Directors 
Maggie Coon 

Chair 

Phil Millam 

Vice Chair 

Kari Bown 

Secretary 

Peter Morgan 
Treasurer 

John Crandall 
John Olson 
Melanie Rowland 
George Wooten 

PO Box 774 

Twisp, WA 98856 

www.mvcitizens.org 

(509) 997 - 0888 

March 12, 2015 

Superintendent Karen Taylor-Goodrich 
North Cascades National Park Service Complex 
810 State Route 20 
Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284 

Re: Grizzly Bear Recovery Plan EIS Scoping Comments 

Dear Superintendent Taylor-Goodrich, 

I am writing on behalf of the Methow Valley Citizens' Council (MVCC), a 
conservation organization based in the Methow Valley, Okanogan County, 
Washington. We support recovery of grizzly bears in the North Cascades 
Ecosystem (NCE). We are pleased that development of an environmental 
impact statement (EIS) to identify how best to recover bears has begun. 

The mission of MVCC is to raise a strong community voice for protection of 
the Methow Valley's natural environment and rural character. One of our 
priorities is to maintain and strengthen regulatory protection of the valley's 

native wildlife. Grizzly bears are a keystone native species in thel NCE. 

We fully support the purpose, need, and objectives of the EIS for grizzly bear recov~ry. 
Restoring a healthy North Cascades grizzly bear population is important to the resilience of the 
species, especially in light of climate change. As you are aware, the NCE is the only Grizzly Bear 
Recovery Zone outside the Northern Rocky Mountains. It is the second largest of the six 
recovery zones, and it comprises 96% public land, with approximately 40% in national park or 
designated wilderness area and 70% with no motorized access. The habitat supports a large 
number of black bears and provides highly suitable habitat for grizzly bears. Consequently, it is 
an ideal area for grizzly bear recovery. 

With regard to selection of alternatives and preparation of the EIS, we consider the following to 

be of greatest importance: 

• Use of the best available science to craft strategies to restore a viable population of 

grizzly bears in the NCE. 

• The best available science at this time indicates that due to the low number of grizzly 

bears in the NCE, their low reproductive rate, and the absence of bears in adjacent 

areas, augmentation of the bear population will likely be necessary to recover the 

population. The EIS must include one or more alternatives that include augmentation. 
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The Methow Valley Citizens' Council 

Augmentation has been used successfully in Montana's Cabinet-Yaak Ecosystem, and it 

must be seriously considered in NCE grizzly bear recovery. 

• We urge you to follow the science and to include in all EIS alternatives public education 

to reduce opposition to recovery of the grizzly bear in the NCE. 

Thank you for consideration of our views. 

Sincerely, 

Maggie Coon 
Chair, Methow Valley Citizens Council 
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OI<ANAGAN NATION ALLIANCE 
101 - 3535 Old Okanagan Hwy, Westbank, BC V4T ~L7 

Phone 250-707-0095 Toll Free 1-866-662-9609 Fax 250-707-016$ www.syilx.org 

TRIBAL COUNCIL RESOLUTION 2014/15 No. 292 
Governance 

Ki1lawna1 Recovery & Coast to Cascades Grizzly Bear Initiative 
November 28, 2014 

WHEREAS: 

WHEREAS: 

WHEREAS: 

WHEREAS: 

WHEREAS: 

WHEREAS: 

Ki/lawna? has been an integral and critical part of Syilx culture since time 
immemorial-its presence in Syilx Territory is an indicator of the health of 
Syibc land and people; and, 

At least three remnant trans-boundary grizzly bear populations within Syilx 
Terdto1y need immediate action to assist them from disappearing due to 
low numbers and habitat isolation; and, 

The Natural Resources Council (NRC) has recommended that the Chiefs 
Executive Council (CEC) direct Okanagan Nation Alliance (ONA) staff to 
develop and undertake activities to assist Ki?lawna? recovery and 
protection. 

The NRC will provide guidance to ONA staff to ensure that our I<i?lawna? 
is protected and recovered in ways consistent with our culture, ~aditional 
knowledge, values, laws and customs; and, · 

Supportive relationships with other Natiops, gov:ernments and organizations 
are needed to ensure that I<i?lawna/ will remain, occupy and thrive in -its 
traditional areas for all time; and, ' 

Collaborative management processes will help demonstrate Syilx presence 
and responsibility for the land and resources, and provide capacity to help 
position the ONA and its member communities as leaders in wildlife 
conservation; and, 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 

1. The CEC declares that Ki?lawna? is at-risk and protected within Syilx Territory. 

2. That Grizzly Bear Population Recovery and management is a Syilx priority to ensure 
that I<i?lawna/ will remain, occupy and thrive in its traditional areas for all time. 

3. That ONA staff, under NRC direction, will gather traditional knowledge and practices, 
and work to build the supportive relationships and projects needed to help Ki71awna/ 
survive and recover throughout Syilx Territory using best available information, 

d · ntific knowledge balanc · .r Traditional knowled 
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CEC 2014/15 TCR No. 292 December 18, 2014 
Ki?lawna? Recovery & Coast to Casmdes Grizzly Bear Initiative 

4. That the ONA supports the Coast to Cascades Grizzly Bear Initiative and will join with that 
group to further Ki?lawna? population recove1y and habitat connectivity in southwest 
BC, Okanagan Tcrritoty; and 

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT: The CEC encourages 
neighboring Nations and other First Nation organizations to join in the effort to 
su~tain Ki?lawna? Grizzly Bear; and, 

FINALLY BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED THAT: The CEC call upon the Province of 
British Columbia, the Government of Canada, the State of Washington, and the 
United States Government to act promptly and effectively to implement cooperative 
actions for protection of Grizzly Bear and recovery of threatened Grizzly Bear 
populations in southern British Columbia and the northern United States. 

/<!law ~Chief Clarence Louie 
Osoyoos Indian Band 

Chief Harvey McLeod 
Upper Nicola Indian Band 

ie tte l'vfi tchell 
Upper Similkameen Indian Band 

ertLouie 
Westbank First Nation 

Chairman Jim Boyd 
Colville Confederated Tribes 

OKANAGAN NATION ALLIANCE 

Quorum 4 

101 -3535 Old Okan~gan Hwy, Westbank, BC V4T 3L7 Phone 250-707-0095 Toll Free 1-866-662-9609 Fax 250-707-0166 www.syllx.org 
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Washington State 
Department of Transportation 

Lynn Peterson 
Secretary of Transportation 

March 13, 2015 

Superintendent 
North Cascades National Park Service Complex 
810 State Route 20 
Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284 

Transportation Building 
310 Maple Park Avenue S.E. 
P.O. Box 47300 
Olympia, WA 98504-7300 

360-705-7000 
TIY: 1-800-833-6388 
www.wsdot.wa.gov 

Re: NEPA Correspondence with Washington State Department of Transportation 

Dear Superintendent: 

The Washington State Department of Transportation coordinates NEPA document reviews from 
the region where a project is being contemplated. We have forwarded the notice of intent and 
scoping notice for the North Cascades Ecosystem Grizzly Bear Restoration Plan/EIS to our 
North Central Region. In the future, please send any correspondence concerning this project, or 
other NEPA reviews, to: 

Mr. William Gould 
WSDOT North Central Region 
1551 North Wenatchee Ave 
Wenatchee, WA 98801 

If you prefer to email your documents, please send them to: 

William. gould@wsdot. wa. gov 

Thank you very much. 

CLD 
Chris Regan ()----
NEPA/SEP A Compliance Program Manager 
Environmental Services Office 

CR:dh 

cc: William Gould, North Central Region Planning Engineer 
Barbara De Ste. Croix, Transportation Supervising Engineer 
Claton Belmont, North Central Region Environmental Manager 
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