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Appendix C: Endangered Species Act Endangered, Threatened, and  
Candidate Species List for Rocky Mountain National Park 

Endangered Species Act (ESA) 
Endangered, Threatened, and Candidate Species List 
 for  
Rocky Mountain National Park 
CURRENT AS OF FEBRUARY 1, 2013 

The following table contains a list of species that are specific to Rocky Mountain National 
Park and are federally listed as endangered, threatened or candidates for listing by the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) under the provisions of the Endangered Species Act 
(ESA).   

The species that are included in the table must meet one of the following criteria: 

1. The species is known to occur within the park. 
2. The species does not occur within the park, but suitable habitat is available, the 

habitat is within the known elevation range for the species, and the species is 
known to exist in counties that the park occupies. 

3. The species does not occur within the park, but actions within the park have the 
potential to affect the species. 

In compliance with the ESA, all management actions within the park are evaluated to deter-
mine if they will have any effect on the species on this list.   

Federally Listed and Candidate Spe-
cies & Their Status in Colorado 

Known to 
Occur in 
RMNP 

Known to 
Occur in 
Boulder 
County 

Known to 
Occur in  
Larimer 
County 

Known to 
Occur in 
Grand 
County 

Birds 

Least tern (interior population) 
Sternula antillarum 
Endangered 

No 
▲ 
 

 
▲ 

 
▲ 

No 

Mexican spotted owl 
Strix occidentalis lucida Threatened 

No 
 

Yes Historical-
ly 

Yes Historical-
ly 

No 

Piping plover 
Charadrius melodus  
Threatened 

No 
▲ 
 

 
▲ 

 
▲ 

No 

Whooping crane 
Grus Americana 
Endangered 

No 
▲ 
 

 
▲ 

 
▲ 

No 

Yellow-billed cuckoo 
Coccyzus americanus  
Candidate for Listing 

Yes Historical-
ly  
 

No No Yes 

-129- 

 
 

 
 

 



APPENDIXES 

Federally Listed and Candidate Spe-
cies & Their Status in Colorado 

Known to 
Occur in 
RMNP 

Known to 
Occur in 
Boulder 
County 

Known to 
Occur in  
Larimer 
County 

Known to 
Occur in 

Grand County 

Fish 

Bonytail 
Gila elegans 
(presumed-historical) Endangered 

No 
* 
 

No No * 

Colorado pikeminnow Ptychocheilus 
lucius 
Endangered 

No 
* 
 

No No * 

Greenback cutthroat trout 
Oncorhynchus clarki stomias  Threat-
ened 

Yes 
@ 
 

Yes Yes No 

Humpback chub 
Gila cypha 
Endangered 

No 
* 
 

No No * 

Pallid sturgeon Scaphirhunchus albus 
Endangered 

No 
▲ 
 

▲ ▲ No 

Razorback sucker 
Xyrauchen texanus 
Endangered 

No 
* 
 

No No * 

Mammals 

Canada lynx 
Lynx canadensis 
Threatened 

Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  

Preble’s meadow jumping mouse 
Zapus hudsonius preblei 
Threatened 

No 
▲ 

Yes Yes 
© 

No 

North American wolverine 
Gulo Gulo luscus 
Proposed Threatened 

Yes No No No 

Plants 

Colorado butterfly plant 
Gaura neomexicana spp. Coloradensis 
Threatened 

No 
▲ 

Yes 
▲ 

Yes 
▲ 

No 

Ute ladies’-tresses orchid 
Spiranthes diluvialis Threatened 

No 
▲ 

Yes 
▲ 

Yes 
▲ 

No 

Table Terminology 
 * Water depletions in the Upper Colorado River basin may affect these species and/or habitat in down-

stream reaches 
▲ Water depletions in the South Platte River basin may affect these species 
 and/or  habitat in downstream reaches 
© There is designated critical habitat for the species within the county. 
 
Candidate Means there is sufficient information indicating that formal listing under the ESA maybe appropriate 
Endangered Means the species could become extinct 
Threatened Means the species could become endangered 
@ Due to recent genetic studies that are evaluating the greenback cutthroat trout and the Colorado River 

cutthroat trout, section 7 consultations will need to occur for the interim on select western slope 
streams containing cutthroat populations that appear to be greenback cutthroat trout, as based on ge-
netic information.  The FWS will provide a list of western slope streams selected for consultation; this 
list will be recommended by the Greenback Cutthroat Trout Recovery Team.  Consultation on green-
back cutthroat trout streams on the western slope is intended to be a temporary measure that provides 
protection of potential greenback cutthroat trout genetic material until this issue has been resolved.   
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