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COOPERATING AGENCIES 

This appendix contains correspondence between the National Park Service and the cooperating agencies. 
In letters dated April 3, 2012, the National Park Service formally invited the Timbisha Shoshone Tribe 
(the Tribe), the Inyo County Board of Supervisors, the Inyo County Planning Director, the Bureau of 
Land Management (BLM) Ridgecrest Field Office, and Inyo National Forest to participate as cooperating 
agencies in the Saline Valley Warm Springs Final Management Plan and Environmental Impact 
Statement (plan/EIS) process. The plan has the potential to affect all of these agencies for the following 
reasons: 

• The Saline Valley Warm Springs Area is located within the Timbisha Shoshone Natural and 
Cultural Preservation Area, as defined by the Timbisha Shoshone Homeland Act of 2000 
(Public Law 106-423). 

• Saline Valley is located within Inyo County, where residents and visitors can explore all 
points of the county. Saline Valley and the Saline Valley Warm Springs Area are important to 
the history and culture of Inyo County. 

• Saline Valley was under the management of the BLM before the California Desert Protection 
Act was enacted in 1994. 

• The Saline Valley Warm Springs Area is located approximately 5.5 miles east of the Death 
Valley National Park boundary. As neighboring agencies to the park, BLM and US Forest 
Service (USFS) managed lands could be affected by the outcome of the plan. 

The request to add these agencies as cooperating agencies was based on their expertise and local 
knowledge of the resources within Saline Valley that could be affected by the proposed plan. The Tribe, 
the Inyo County Board of Supervisors, and BLM each accepted the invitation to participate as a 
cooperating agency. The USFS did not officially respond to the invitation. 

The warm springs of Saline Valley 1 (the warm springs) are identified in the 2000 Timbisha Shoshone 
Homeland Legislative Environmental Impact Statement: Timbisha Shoshone Homeland as a special use 
area within the Timbisha Shoshone Natural and Cultural Preservation Area due to the historic relationship 
of the Tribe to the area. While the authority to manage the land within the Timbisha Shoshone Natural 
and Cultural Preservation Area would remain with the National Park Service, the National Park Service is 
authorized to enter into a cooperative agreement with the Tribe by the Homeland Act “for the purpose of 
providing training on the interpretation, management, protection, and preservation of the natural and 
cultural resources of the areas designated for special uses by the Tribe” (NPS 2000). 
  

                                                      
1 In the ethnographic determination of eligibility, the area of significance is called the Saline Valley Warm Springs or the Ko o’ Warm Springs 
(preferred by the Tribe). The geographic extent of the ethnographic site varies from the Saline Valley Warm Springs Area in this plan/EIS. 
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