NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY

The National Park Service (NPS) has released an Environmental Assessment (EA) analyzing a proposal submitted by Kirk Ellis to enlarge his family’s privately-owned Devils Mountain Lodge Airstrip by extending each end onto adjacent public lands within Wrangell-St. Elias National Preserve (WRST). These extensions would constitute new access facilities. 

The Ellis family homestead, which currently serves as a base for commercial air services and hunting concessions, lacks sufficient space to construct a longer airstrip. The existing airstrip is too short and has obstacles at both ends. Safe use of the airstrip requires an unusually steep angle of ascent, which affects loading and limits cargo weights. Such conditions are problematic because they limit normal operations and pose unnecessary risks. 

The NPS proposes to utilize the July 2007 “Interim User’s Guide to Accessing Inholdings in National Park System Units in Alaska” and employ the criteria and processes articulated in WRST’s 2008 “Established and Maintainable Access to Inholdings Programmatic Plan and Environmental Assessment” to analyze and issue the Ellis family an Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act (ANILCA), Section 1110(b) Right-of-Way Certificate of Access (RWCA) for the resulting airstrip extensions.

This EA provides an overview of the proposed project and analyzes two alternatives and their impacts on the environment: Alternative 1, the No Action Alternative, and Alternative 2, the Proposed Action Alternative to issue the Ellis Family the RWCAs necessary to extend its existing privately-owned Devils Mountain Lodge Airstrip. It has been prepared in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 and regulations of the Council on Environmental Quality (40 Code of Federal Regulations 1500 et seq.)
Interested parties may review the EA online.  Please visit the NPS website at http://parkplanning.nps.gov/projectHome.cfm?projectID=38622 to retrieve the EA and provide your comments.

A copy may also be obtained by contacting Wrangell-St. Elias National Park and Preserve at 907-822-5234, PO Box 439, Copper Center, Alaska 99573.  Comments on the EA may be sent by mail to the park at the above address during the 30-day public review period, lasting from March 15 to April 15, 2012.
If you have any questions, please contact Lands Specialist Danny Rosenkrans at 907-822-7240.

