National Park Service Mojave National Preserve
U.S. Department of the Interior Date: 04/20/2011

Categorical Exclusion Form

Project: Install New Septic Systems at Zzyzx/Desert Studies Center and the OX Ranch
Project Number: 11-moja-022/PEPC 35322
Project Description:

Mojave National Preserve's Maintenance Division has received funding to install new septic systems at
Zzyzx/Desert Studies Center and at the OX Ranch,

Zzyzx/Desert Studies Center: Install a new drain field and waste distribution box within the same footprint that the
éxisting drain field is located. Under contract, the old leach lines and concrete distribution box will be removed and
disposed. A new fiberglass distribution box and all new Infiltrator Type leach lines will be installed within the same
footprint and location as the previous.

The observation well at the drainfield has been measured at 9.5 feet, with a water depth of 6 inches. A percolation
test will be conducted by a licensed engineer and the system engineered and designed by Steven Bosiljevac
(Regional Civil Engineer, NPS-Pacific West Region). Neither the existing septic tanks, lift station nor force mains
will be replaced as part of this project.

OX Ranch office trailer; Under contract, the current septic tank (buried propane tank) and leach pit at the OX office
trailer will be removed and replaced with a 1000-gallon septic tank, distribution box, and two 50, Infiltrator Type
leach lines with inspection ports. The system will be engineered and designed by Steven Bosiljevac. A successful
percolation test was conducted in 2005 for the OX Ranch house and, thus, will not be necessary for this project.

Project Locations:

Location 1

County: San Bernardino State: CA

District: Soda Dry Lake Section: Zzyzx/Desert Studies Center
Geo. Marker: Other:

Location 2

County: San Bernardino State: CA

District: Lanfair Valley Section: OX Ranch

Geo. Marker: Other:

Mitigation(s):

e  Archeological Resburces: An archeological survey of the area must be completed prior to the start of the
project. A stafT archeologist must clear the project before it may begin.

e Archeological Resources: If the existing footprint is to be extended due to the size of new
equipment/materials to be instalted, archaeological monitoring of the excavation is required.




Describe the category used to exclude action from further NEPA analysis and indicate the number
of the category (see Section 3-4 of DO-12):

C.15 Installation of underground utilities in previously disturbed areas having stable soils, or in an existing utility
right-of-way.

Mojave National Preserve staff has completed an interdisciplinary review of the proposed action. The two sites —
Zzyzx/Desert Studies Center and the OX Ranch — need to be surveyed for archeological resources before
construction begins. Ifthe replacement septic systems require alterations to the footprint of disturbance, the park
archeologist must first survey the additional foetprint before the disturbance is expanded. Researchers did not find
any other potentially significant impacts to the natural or cultural resources of Mojave National Preserve. The
mitigations listed herein must be incorporated into the project and completed accordingly. Under this assumption,
impairment is not expected to result from the proposed action. This action is categorically excluded from further
review under the National Environmental Policy Act.

On the basis of the environmental impact information in the statutory compliance file, with which |
am familiar, | am categorically excluding the described project from further NEPA analysis. No
exceptional circumstances (e.g. all boxes in the ESF are marked "no") or conditions in Section 3-6
apply, and the action is fully described in Section 3-4 of PO-12,

Superintenden@ﬂ/ % //{% Date: ‘%//2\ (/[)
d 7 ¥ ¥ ¢
NPS Contact: ey Date: 94 @Mz Bl




