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Typical forest conditions at the South Fork of Lost Man Creek prior to treatment in 2009-2011 are similar to those in the proposed project area in the Middle Fork of Lost Man Creek.  Forests are dominated by Douglas-fir with about 575 trees/acre and 300 ft2 basal area/acre with very few redwoods and no understory vegetation (upper photos).  High percent canopy cover creates intense competition for light (bottom left).   Understory vegetation is limited to small patches (bottom right).





A stand after a lop-and-scatter crown thinning and a 25 percent reduction of the stand basal area to produce a stand basal area of about 225 ft2/acre and about 490 trees/acre. This relatively light-intensity thin prescription preferentially removes a few dominant and co-dominant Douglas-fir trees to benefit an adjacent redwood tree of the same crown class.  Cutting a few dominant or co-dominant trees results in the formation of small gaps (bottom photos) that allow the remaining trees to benefit from increased growing space while minimizing the fuel left on the ground.





After low thinning that reduced the stand basal area by 40 percent, stand basal area is about 180 ft2/acre and about 300 trees/acre.  This moderate-intensity thinning prescription preferentially cuts many Douglas-fir trees out of the lower crown classes to benefit redwood trees in the upper crown classes. Moderate-intensity thinning (left photos) creates much more available growing space. The biomass was removed from the site using old skid trails which are visible as linear openings in the forest (right). Skid trails were mulched using residual slash to reduce bare mineral soil.








