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PURPOSE AND NEED 

Introduction  



 2014 Wilderness Stewardship/Trails Plan and EA 

 

Guadalupe Mountains National Park                                                                                                          2        



 2014 Wilderness Stewardship/Trails Plan and EA 

 

Guadalupe Mountains National Park                                                                                                          3        



 2014 Wilderness Stewardship/Trails Plan and EA 

 

Guadalupe Mountains National Park                                                                                                          4        

Purpose and Need 

Background 
Natural History 

Cultural History 

History of Wilderness Planning and Management  
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Relationship to Other Plans and Policies 

Enabling Legislation  

Federal Statutes Affecting Wilderness Stewardship 
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NPS Policies Affecting Wilderness Stewardship 

Park Policies and Plans Affecting Wilderness Stewardship 



 2014 Wilderness Stewardship/Trails Plan and EA 

 

Guadalupe Mountains National Park                                                                                                          8        

Other Factors Affecting Park Wilderness 

Other Legal Uses Within Park Wilderness 

Other Jurisdictional Influences 

Native American Rights 
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Accessibility 

Goals and Objectives 
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Scoping  
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Impact Topics Retained For Further Analysis 

Visitor Use and Experience 

Park Operations 

Wilderness Character  
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Biotic Resources  

 

 

 

Special Status Species 

Abiotic Resources (Water Quality, Soil) 

Archeological and Ethnographic Resources 
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Historic Structures 

Impact Topics Dismissed From Analysis 

Human Health and Safety  

Environmental Justice 

Socioeconomics 

Prime and Unique Farmlands  

Wetlands 
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Floodplains  

Geological and Paleontological Resources 

Cave Resources 

Abiotic Resources (Air Quality) 
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Ecologically Critical Areas 

Adjacent Lands 

Visual Resources   

Fire Management 

Indian Trust Resources 

Cultural Landscapes 

Museum Collections  
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Soundscape Management  

Lightscape Management  

Resource Conservation, Including Energy, and Pollution Prevention 

Waste Management 

Climate Change and Sustainability 
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ALTERNATIVES

Alternatives Carried Forward 

Alternative A – No Action 

Action Alternative B – Emphasis on improving ecosystem integrity and 
wilderness character  

Action Alternative C – Emphasis on visitor access and enjoyment 
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Proposed Action Alternative (D) – Protect and Restore Natural and Cultural 
Resources While Increasing the Range of Recreational Opportunities within 
Wilderness 

Environmentally Preferable Alternative 
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Alternatives Considered and Dismissed 

Alternative Summary Tables 
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AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONSEQUENCES 

Cumulative Impact Scenario 
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Visitor Use and Experience 
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Park Operations 
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Wilderness Character 
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Biotic Resources 
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Special Status Species 
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Abiotic Resources (Water Quality, Soil) 
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Archeological and Ethnographic Resources 
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Historic Structures 
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CONSULTATION AND COORDINATION
Agency Consultation 

Native American Consultation 
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Environmental Assessment Review and List of Recipients 

http://parkplanning.nps.gov/gumo
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