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In the commercial district, prices were lowered dramatically and many businesses were 1 
forced to close.  Many storefronts on Fifth Street were boarded up as the stores were 2 
closed.139  Streetcars were replaced with intertown busses.  The busses ceased to run 3 
during the 1950s.  By 1964 there was no passenger rail service into Calumet. 4 
 5 
During the 1940s Agassiz Park was a well-maintained park featuring ornamental flower 6 
gardens (see Figures II-64 through II-66).  The C&H Company maintained Agassiz Park 7 
for community use until the early 1950s.  Once the company discontinued maintaining 8 
the park it entered a period of neglect and incremental change.140  In 1964, the park’s 9 
western boundary changed when Fourth Street was constructed and parking was added 10 
along the edge of the park.141   11 
 12 
In general, the broad landscape of the community began a gradual transition from a 13 
highly active, dusty, smoky, expanse into one where volunteer vegetation began to grow 14 
in areas once used for industrial activities.  The community began to become more green, 15 
as a result of the loss of jobs and economic prosperity. Images from this time period show 16 
the industrial corridor with large open spaces between buildings and vegetation beginning 17 
to appear on the edges of these open areas (see Figures II-67 through II-70).  In a few 18 
locations, including Red Jacket Road, Armory Street, and Mine Street, streetscape 19 
improvements were undertaken and included planting vegetation.  In other areas the 20 
vegetation was not planted or maintained intentionally, rather it was the result of neglect 21 
and likely to include invasive species that aggressively encroached into the abandoned 22 
lots. 23 

 24 
Figure II - 64:  Agassiz Park plant bed at Oak Street, facing east, ca. 1940.  (source:  25 
NPS, Keweenaw NHP, LaMuth Collection, Kodachrome Slides) 26 

                                                 
139 Thurner, Calumet Copper and People, 104; and Thurner, Strangers and Sojourners, 281-283. 
140 Alanen and Bjorkman, “Plats, Parks, Playgrounds and Plants,”57. 
141 Alanen and Franks, Remnants of Corporate Paternalism,71. 
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 1 
Figure II - 65:  Agassiz Park near memorial statue, ca. 1940 (source: NPS, Keweenaw 2 
NHP, LaMuth Collection, Kodachrome Slides) 3 

 4 
Figure II - 66:  Agassiz memorial statue in Agassiz Park, ca. 1940 (source:  NPS, 5 
Keweenaw NHP, LaMuth Collection, Kodachrome Slides) 6 
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 1 
Figure II - 67:  View of Calumet industrial corridor, Laurium, and Torch Lake 2 
beyond, facing southeast, ca. 1945.  The armory is no longer extant (it burned down in 3 
January of 1942) and the Congregational Church is extant (it was present until 1949).  4 
(source:  NPS, Keweenaw NHP, Jack Foster Collection, Series II Assembled Albums 5 
(002), Book 4,  #031) 6 
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 1 
Figure II - 68:  Red Jacket Road and Mine Street, facing southeast, 1938 (source:  2 
NPS, Keweenaw NHP, Andrew C. Curto Collection, Album 3, #043) 3 

 4 
Figure II - 69:  Aerial view of Calumet Avenue looking northwest, 1938 (source:  5 
NPS, Keweenaw NHP, Andrew C. Curto Collection, Album 6, #058) 6 
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 1 
Figure II - 70: Aerial View of Calumet area facing northeast, 1948 (source:  NPS, 2 
Keweenaw NHP, Keweenaw Historic Photograph Collection, Acc#00180 (Coppertown), 3 
photo by W.J. Kraft, #1121) 4 

 5 
Figure II - 71:  Osceola #13, facing north, August 10, 1954 (source:  NPS, Keweenaw 6 
NHP, Jack Foster Collection, Series II Assembled Albums (002) Book 22, #155) 7 
 8 




