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In Reply Refer to:
L7617
June 3, 2010
Dear Friends and Neighbors:

The National Park Service (NPS) has been asked to provide access across Fort Bowie National Historic Site (FBNHS) to a mining claim on adjacent Bureau of Land Management (BLM) lands.  The 1872 Mining Law requires that federal land management agencies allow access to mining claims.  The mining claim is accessed off of Apache Pass Road on an unimproved and unmaintained two-track road, suitable for high clearance vehicles.  The two-track originates on BLM lands, crosses FBNHS for approximately ¼ mile near the southwest boundary of the site, and terminates on adjacent BLM lands.  

In addition to the request for access, the proponent has also requested that vegetation along the road be cleared and that the road be improved to allow for access of heavy mining equipment and two-wheel drive motor homes to the mining claim. The section of two-track on FBNHS crosses the historic Butterfield Overland Road, active from 1858-1861, and the Southern Transcontinental Route to California used during the last half of the 19th century. This segment of road is currently narrow, rutted, rocky, and passable primarily in high clearance four-wheel drive vehicles.  Proposed road work would include: widening, rock removal, drainage, grading and other related actions.  The proposed improvement of this road will allow greater access into the mining claim and adjacent areas of the historic site.  
NPS is analyzing the impacts to the ¼ mile of road on NPS lands. We are not analyzing the direct impacts of the mining operation because the operation is not occurring on NPS lands. As required by the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Endangered Species Act, and the National Historic Preservation Act, NPS must also analyze the cumulative effects and connected actions of this proposal.

An Environmental Assessment will be prepared in compliance with NEPA to provide the decision-making framework that 1) analyzes a reasonable range of alternatives to meet project objectives, 2) evaluates issues and impacts to park resources and values, and 3) identifies mitigation measure to lessen the degree or extent of these impacts.

The park encourages public participation throughout the planning process.  There will be two opportunities to comment formally on the project; once during this initial project scoping and again following release of the Environmental Assessment.  The park is currently in the scoping phase of this proposed project, and invites the public to submit written suggestions, comments, and concerns regarding the proposed project online at the NPS Planning, Environment, and Public Comment (PEPC) website at: http://parkplanning.nps.gov/fobo.

If you are not able to submit comments electronically through this website, you may submit written comments at the address on this letterhead.  Please provide comments by July 6, 2010.  These comments will be considered during preparation of the Environmental Assessment.  
It is the practice of the NPS to make all comments, including names and addresses of respondents who provide that information, available for public review following the conclusion of the environmental assessment process.  Individuals may request that the NPS withhold their name and/or address from public disclosure.  If you wish to do this, you must state this prominently at the beginning of your comment.  Commentators using the website can make such a request by checking the box "keep my contact information private."  NPS will honor such requests to the extent allowable by law, but you should be aware that NPS may still be required to disclose your name and address pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act.  We will make all submissions from organizations, businesses, and from individuals identifying themselves as representatives or officials of organizations or businesses available for public inspection in their entirety.
If you have questions about this proposal, please contact Danielle Foster, Chief of Resources, at (520) 824-3560 x 204.  We look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

Kym A. Hall
Superintendent
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