BIG CYPRESS NATIONAL PRESERVE
LOOP ROAD REHABILITATION AND REPAIR

REQUEST FOR SCOPING COMMENTS

Dear Reader:

Big Cypress National Preserve proposes to rehabilitate and repair damage along 16.53 miles of Loop Road, the main scenic drive through the preserve.  The proposed project area includes approximately 5 miles of paved and 11.53 miles of gravel road.  This road provides access to the Everglades Environmental Education Center and is used by thousands of visitors each year.  The road is also the only access route for some Preserve inholders.

Loop Road is not currently in a maintainable condition, because the necessary repair work is too extensive to be accomplished through routine maintenance.  In addition to severe pavement rutting and potholes, most of the existing culverts within the project limits are in very poor condition and will need to be replaced.  Continuous drainage problems have plagued the road, and severe damage occurred in 2005 from Hurricane Wilma.  Due to inadequate drainage under the existing road, water is impounded on the north side during high water, and road segments are commonly overtopped, resulting in deterioration.  On the low sections of the roadway, 3-8" of standing water have been present for weeks at a time.  The road shoulders have been washed out, which creates a safety hazard and undermines the road.  The proposed actions for the entire 16.53 miles project will take place within the previously disturbed roadway prism.
Public scoping is the initial phase of the environmental compliance process required before the project can be accomplished.  The National Park Service (NPS) invites and welcomes comments during this early planning stage of the process.  Public comments will help Preserve managers make well-informed decisions about whether and how to implement this project.  Based on information received during scoping, the NPS will begin preparation of an Environmental Assessment (EA) to investigate the potential for effects on Preserve resources.  The EA should be released for public comment sometime in 2010.

Please submit your comments by March 25, 2010, either online at http://parkplanning@nps.gov or by mailing to:
Superintendent

Big Cypress National Preserve

33100 Tamiami Trail East

Ochopee, Florida  34141-1000
