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Description and Purpose of Undertaking
Purpose

Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania County Battlefields Memorial National Military Park was authorized by an act of Congress on February 14, 1927 (44 Stat. 1091). The purpose of the park, as stated in the act, is “to commemorate the Civil War battles of Fredericksburg, Spotsylvania Court House, Wilderness, and Chancellorsville, including Salem Church … and to mark and preserve for historical purposes the breastworks, earthworks, gun emplacements, walls, or other defenses or shelters used by the armies on the said battles … and together also with such additional land as the Secretary of War may deem necessary for monuments, markers, tablets, roads, highways, paths, approaches, and to carry out the general purposes of this Act.” The legislation further states that the park shall “ascertain and mark with historical monuments … or otherwise … lines of battle, location of troops … and other historical points of interest …” By Executive Order 6166 in 1933 the park was transferred to the Department of the Interior to be administered by the National Park Service.

Need

Today, the National Park Service administers 1,335.73 acres on the Spotsylvania Court House Battlefield. Currently, ten stone monuments, erected by private groups between 1887 and 2001, commemorate the actions of Union and Confederate soldiers, as well as prominent individuals involved in the preservation of the battlefield, during the May 8-21, 1864 Battle of Spotsylvania Court House. Of those, three are monument to Union regiments who fought at the most famous of actions during the battle, the fight for the “Bloody Angle.” No such structure exists to locate and memorialize the efforts of Confederate soldiers during that intense and deadly engagement. 

To accomplish this undertaking, the park proposes to allow the State of South Carolina and a private historical group to sponsor and install a granite monument to Brigadier General Samuel McGowan’s Brigade of South Carolinians. On May 12, 1864, the spring Overland Campaign had been grinding through Spotsylvania County for a full week. Two days at the Wilderness, followed by four days at Spotsylvania Court House failed to determine the outcome of the contest. Confederate forces under Robert E. Lee were entrenched around Spotsylvania Court House and Union forces under Ulysses S. Grant battered their ranks against nearly impenetrable defenses. On Mat 12, Grant ordered an all out attack on a portion of the Confederate lines known as the “Mule Shoe.” The early morning assault developed into a day-long contest around a small bend in the trenches known as the “West Angle,” but which became infamous as the Bloody Angle. 
During the neatly twenty-four hour sustained combat near the Bloody Angle, both sides through available reinforcements and resources into the fight. One of the Confederate brigades that took an active role at the angle was commanded by Brigadier General Samuel McGowan and was comprised of five regiments from the State of South Carolina. General McGowan lead 1,300 men into the fight and 451 were either killed, wounded or reported missing. Among the wounded was McGowan himself. 

To accomplish this undertaking, the park proposes to allow the State of South Carolina and a private historical group to sponsor and install a granite monument to Brigadier General Samuel McGowan’s Brigade of South Carolinians. 

Park Consultation
In 2005, the Brigadier General Samuel McGowan Camp #40 of the Sons of Confederate Veterans first approached the park with the idea for the monument. On April 11, 2007, the Senate of South Carolina passed a Concurrent Resolution requesting the Federal Government authorize the placement of the memorial. Since then, the park has worked closely with the monument’s proponents to agree upon a design that would have interpretive value and would not impede upon the site’s setting.

The proposal is being addressed in accordance to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). See attached Environmental Screening and Categorical Exclusion Forms.

The proposal is being circulated among the park’s Section-106 Team of Advisors 

The proposal is going through a 30-day public comment and review period. During that time, the proposal will be posted on the Park Service’s Planning, Environment and Public Comment website. The park also contacted representatives of Mary Washington College’s Department of Historic Preservation, the Rappahannock Valley Civil War Round Table, the Friends of Fredericksburg Area Battlefields, and Spotsylvania County.
The proposal will go through a 30-day comment and review period by the Virginia SHPO. 

Property Description

A. Major Physical Components – The area of the proposed project lies within the heart of the Spotsylvania Court House Battlefield unit of the Fredericksburg & Spotsylvania National Military Park. The site is bordered by woods to the south and east, while adjacent to the site to the west is the old road bed for a park road that once accessed the site. The road was removed in the early 1990s and is now a pedestrian trail. 

B. Historical Significance – The project area lies within the scene of the heavy fighting by the five South Carolina regiments in Brigadier General Samuel McGowan’s Brigade.

C. Archeological Resources – Dr. Allen Cooper, the National Park Service’s archaeologist for the Northeast Region, conducted testing at the site and failed to identify any significant artifacts or features. 

Effect Analysis
It is the park’s opinion that this project will have “no effect” on archaeological resources and “no adverse effect” on historic resources.

Description of Alternatives
Alternative A – No Action 

This option would hinder the fulfillment of the park’s General Management Plan directive to “mark with historical monuments…or otherwise…lines of battle, location of troops…”

Alternative B – Preferred Alternative

Installation of the monument at the above-mentioned location. The monument will consist of the following design: a granite slab measuring 84” in height, 41” in width, and 10” thick. Engraved on the front of the monument will be the following inscription:
SOUTH

CAROLINA

McGowan’s Brigade

Brig. Gen. Samuel McGowan

1st S.C. Infantry

Col. Comillus W. McCreary

Orr’s Rifles

Lt. Col. George McD. Miller

12th S.C. Infantry

Maj. Thomas F. Clyburne

13th S.C. Infantry

Col. Benjamin T. Brockman

14th S.C. Infantry

Col. Joseph N. Brown

Engraved on the back will be the following inscription:

“THE BLOODY ANGLE”

In the rainy gloom of May 12, 1864, Brigadier

General Samuel McGowan’s brigade of South

Carolinians battled their way into the disputed

earthworks here, near the apex of the Muleshoe

Salient. For eighteen hours the 1,300 South

Carolinians defended these works against

relentless attacks by thousands of Federals,

sometimes engaging in hand-to-hand fighting.

By battle’s end, 451 men of the brigade were

killed, wounded, or missing. The slight angle in

the works they defended would forever be

known as the Bloody Angle.

To the brave and heroic men of

McGowan’s Brigade

This monument is dedicated.

Erected by the State of South Carolina and the

Brig. Gen. Samuel McGowan Camp 40

Sons of Confederate Veterans of

Laurens County, South Carolina. 2009

Site preparation will involve the excavation of an area 6’ x 3’ and to a depth of 18”, which will then be leveled and filled with crushed stone, gravel and a concrete foundation.
In addition to the monument a 4’ wide rubberized mulch path will circle the monument and connect to the established walking trail 15’ to the west of the monument site. This will provide access and will also help to control erosion around the memorial.

Description of Mitigation Measures
A. Dr. Allen Cooper, the National Park Service’s archaeologist for the Northeast Region, conducted testing at the site and failed to identify any significant artifacts or features. 

B. The monument shall support the park’s educational and commemorative purpose.

Conclusion
At an important historic site, the proposed undertaking would foster fulfillment of the park’s General Management Plans directives to interpret cultural resources, while at the same time foster fulfillment of the park’s Congressional mandate to “mark with historical monuments…or otherwise…lines of battle, location of troops…” It is the park’s belief that this project will have “no adverse effect” upon historic resources.
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