









August 28, 2008

Flip Chart Notes from Tavasci Marsh Public Scoping on August 13, 2008
PEPC site  http://parkplanning.nps.gov
· Was the marsh always there?  Describe the geological and hydrological history of the marsh.

· What are the plans of Freeport McMoRan (Phelps Dodge) for the Pecks Lake property?

· Define “restore.”  What will NPS restore the marsh to?  To what point in time?

· Need to manage the marsh for a limited amount of people at one time.  May have to restrict entry to some locations on the property.

· Desired conditions include open water and big trees.  Restore what was lost in the early 1990s from flooding the marsh with Pecks Lake property. 

· NPS should create a friends group to help with the work and maintenance.

· Monitor systems to determine how much visitation can be tolerated. 

· Have a trail along the south side to connect with the Verde Greenway.

· Reopen the Bones trail on USFS lands.  On north east end, trail cross Freeport McMoRan’s land, which may be closed.  Could look at Rattlesnake Canyon to realign the Bones Trail.  

· Limit access to Shea Springs.  Do not advertise or encourage visitation.  Fence off Shea Springs.
· Keep and use existing ranch roads and social trails.

· Boardwalk is a good idea to provide accessibility and to traverse muddy and wet areas. Provide handicap access on boardwalk.  Foot traffic only on the boardwalk.  Good location would be old road that is now is overgrown by vegetation and has a weir nearby. Concern that a boardwalk could potentially impact wildlife corridors.  The boardwalk or viewing platform extending into the marsh can be of great benefit. 
· Continue and expand NPS and ASP partnership.

· Continue and expand environmental education programs.

· Work with ASP to create a Verde Valley parks pass.  If ASP cannot participate, create a pass for national parks.

· Will there be other access points to the marsh in the future?  If Freeport McMoRan sells Pecks Lake property, will access be allowed from there.  

· How much open water is needed?  Old photos help us understand open area in past when ranch was operational.

· Who owns the cows that enter the marsh?  Suggest that Phelps Dodge pull the permit.
· Suggestion that the restoration target maximum diversity period.  Noted that high diversity was post AGF restoration with just Shea Springs water. 

· What caused the land bridge/connection between Tuzigoot and ridge across the Verde River to collapse approximately 10,000?  The bridge caused the Verde River to curve to the north.  It was river erosion that worn down the bridge. Now Pecks Lake and Tavasci Marsh are in an abandoned oxbow.  

· NPS should re-establish the large tree, cottonwoods and willows. 

· Why do people visit the marsh? Birding, sit and relax (meditate), hike, bike, horseback ride, etc. In summer, early morning and late evening are the important visitation times and should be available.  

· Advertise the Tavasci Marsh restoration at Verde River Days.
· Positive response to reintroducing T&E species, such as the topminnow.  

· Marsh is valuable for education and outreach, field trips, relations with school groups, etc.

· Species diversity seemed to increase with patchwork of open water.

· How much of area is state and federal land partnership and how much is private?  Who owns the private lands?

· Keep this issue in the public eye and ask for volunteers every six weeks.  Do update articles on restoration and management status.

· Create a mailing distribution list from the sign-in sheets.  Keep people informed with mailings.  

· Is the botanical inventory going to be completed before work starts?  There are small sensitive plant communities that should not be disturbed.   

· Be very careful of the life cycle of rails when creating change.
· There used to be ¼ mile below Pecks weir without cattails
· Provide access to open water by small trails

· Provide places to enjoy nature—viewing places that provide seating to observe otters and beaver

· Spring and Fall are the busiest visitation seasons

· Trails for bikes and equestrian use should be kept along the Verde and the marsh itself should be pedestrian accessible only

· Shea springs access was discussed, we must balance visitor enjoyment with the protection of these fragile resources

· Beaver management will be an issue—the design of any restoration should take beavers into account

· Otters were reintroduced in the mid 80’s

· Threatened and Endangered species habitat is important—it could be a good place for the public to learn about TES species

· 50% open water with patches of habitat diversity was suggested
