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Chapter IX:  Consultation and Coordination 

Internal Scoping  
Internal scoping was conducted by an interdisciplinary team of professionals from Keweenaw 
National Historical Park, the NPS Midwest Regional Office and members of the consultant 
team. Interdisciplinary team members met in October 2007 and June 2008 to discuss the purpose 
and need for the project; various alternatives; potential environmental impacts: past, present, 
and reasonably foreseeable projects that may have cumulative effects; and possible mitigation 
measures. The team also gathered background information during the course of their visit. Over 
the course of the project, NPS and consultant team members have conducted individual site 
visits to view and evaluate the proposed treatment alternatives.  

External Scoping 
External public scoping was conducted to inform various stakeholders and the public about the 
proposal to establish treatments for historic landscapes at Keweenaw National Historical Park 
and to gather comments about input on the preparation of this CLR / EA. An early meeting 
with stakeholders was conducted on June 17, 2008 at the Franklin Township Fire Hall at the 
Quincy Unit. Stakeholders identified issues that should be considered and/or addressed in the 
CLR / EA including; prioritization of viewsheds and land uses, vegetation management, 
vehicle and pedestrian access, visitor safety and active interpretation of site features.  A public 
scoping meeting was conducted at the Franklin Township Fire Hall on June 18, 2008.  The 
public offered limited input on issues or direction the CLR / EA should take; however there 
were several questions related to different landscape elements of the Quincy Unit, the CLR / 
EA process and project schedule.  Following the public scoping meeting, NPS partners and NPS 
staff led a walking tour of the Historic Industrial Core area.  
 
To publicize the stakeholder and public scoping meetings, a press release was forwarded to 
local media outlets and a public notice was forwarded to NPS partners and placed in public 
locations throughout Hancock and Houghton, MI for the public scoping meeting.  Individual 
letters were also sent to NPS partners and other stakeholders inviting them to the stakeholder 
meeting.   
 
A press release was forwarded to local media outlets to publicize a subsequent public 
information meeting. The press release resulted in an article in the Daily Mining Gazette and an 
interview on the local public radio station. Public meeting notices were provided to NPS 
partners and displayed in public locations throughout Hancock and Houghton, MI. The public 
information meeting was held in the City of Hancock Council Chambers during the evening of 
Wednesday March 4, 2009. Thirty-three people attended the public information meeting. To 
generate discussion, meeting participants viewed pre-decisional landscape treatment concepts. 
Public discussion ranged from making zoning recommendations in advance of local 
government to ensuring a quality visitor experience and amenities.   
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Agency Consultation 
In addition to the internal and external scoping, the project team contacted state and federal 
agencies for information and comments relevant to the proposed action. Agencies contacted 
included: 

Federal  
• U.S. Department of Interior – U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The Section 7 coordination 

letter forwarded to USFWS was dated June 29, 2007.  The USFWS responded to the NPS 
in a letter dated July 17, 2007.  

State 
• Michigan Natural Features Inventory. The information request letter to MNFI was 

forwarded in July 2007. The MNFI responded to the NPS on July 11, 2007.   
• Michigan Department of Natural Resources. An email request was forwarded to MDNR 

August 11, 2008. The Michigan DNR responded via email on September 23, 2008.  
• Michigan Department of History, Arts and Libraries.  Early contact with the State 

Historic Preservation Officer was initiated in 2009. The SHPO received the internal NPS 
draft of the CLR / EA, which included Chapters 1-6. The SHPO responded with general 
support for the project in a letter dated February 5, 2009; however the SHPO stated that 
they will not able to fully respond until the public review CLR / EA is provided.  

 
Federal and State response letters are provided at the end of this chapter.  
 

Cultural Landscape Report / Environmental Assessment Review 
To inform the public of the availability for the CLR / EA, the NPS published and distributed a 
press release to various agencies and members of the public on the park’s mailing list, as well as 
place an ad in the local newspaper.  Copies of the CLR / EA will be provided to interested 
individuals, upon request. Copies of the document are available for review at the CLK Public 
Library in Calumet, MTU Van Pelt Library and Portage Lake District Library in Houghton, and 
the Hancock School Public Library in Hancock, Michigan.  Other copies are available at 
Franklin Township, Quincy Township, the City of Hancock, and the NPS website. 
 
The CLR / EA is subject to a 30-day public review and comment period. During this time, the 
public is encouraged to submit their written comments to the NPS address provided below: 
 
CLR / EA Comments 
ATTN: Tom Baker, Management Assistant  
Keweenaw National Historical Park 
25970 Red Jacket Road 
Calumet, MI 49913 
 
Another option for public comment is to access the NPS website for Planning, Environment and 
Public Comment (PEPC) at parkplanning.nps.gov and choose Keweenaw National Historical 
Park to provide comments on the CLR/EA.  Following the close of the comment period, all 
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public comments will be reviewed and analyzed, prior to the release of a decision document. In 
response to internal NPS and public review, the NPS will make appropriate changes to the CLR 
/ EA as needed. 
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