July 27, 2007
Dear Interested Party:
Reference:
Site Improvement Plan at Ferry Farm—Oversight by NPS under Terms of 2000 Easement
Subject:
Compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act

In 2000, the National Park Service acquired a conservation easement over George Washington’s Boyhood Home National Historic Landmark, also known as “Ferry Farm”.  The easement requires the National Park Service to “approve all construction and development plans” proposed for the site by the owner, George Washington’s Fredericksburg Foundation (hereinafter the Foundation).  

The Foundation is now in the process of planning for the treatment of the historic landscapes and archeological resources and the future development of interpretive facilities and infrastructure at Ferry Farm.  Implementation of proposed treatments and improvements will be phased over the coming years.  National Park Service approval for any site improvements governed by the terms of the 2000 Conservation Easement constitutes a Federal Action subject to review under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act and the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).  

We have begun the Section 106 process. In accordance with 36 CFR Part 800.4, the Foundation proposes to phase implementation of improvements at Ferry Farm.  We have determined that these undertakings may have an effect upon properties included in or eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places and thus, because Federal approval is required, are subject to review under Section 106 and NEPA.

Because we will not be able to determine the nature of the project’s effects prior to approval of the undertaking, we have initiated consultation with the State Historic Preservation Office in the development of a programmatic agreement to set forth the process we will follow. In accordance with 36 CFR Part 800.14, we are inviting interested parties and organizations to participate in the development of this programmatic agreement. Please consider this letter notice of our intent and an invitation for your organization to be involved in this process.   I have posted with this a draft copy of the programmatic agreement for your review.

This letter also serves as notification that the Foundation and NPS will soon be entering the review process required by the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).  We anticipate having an Environmental Assessment available for public and regulatory review in 2008.   We anticipate no significant environmental impacts associated with the project.  The NEPA process offers an important opportunity for the public to comment on the undertaking.  This letter constitutes a formal invitation to the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) process to involve the public regarding NPS decisions with respect to approving actions under the Ferry Farm easement.   We will inform you when the Environmental Assessment has been released for public comment and how you can review it.

Please let us know if you wish to participate, and at what level, in the NEPA or the Section 106 process as it relates to Ferry Farm.  Please direct specific questions about the process or the programmatic agreement to Noel Harrison at noel_harrison@nps.gov or at 540 371-1112.  
Sincerely,

Russell P. Smith

Superintendent
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