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HOW TO PARTICIPATE

The draft plan/DEIS will be available for public and
agency review and comment until January 20, 2012.
During this period, the public is invited to identify any
issues or concerns they might have with the proposed
plan.

PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE MEETING DATES

Monday, December 5, 2011
Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park
Kilauea Visitor Center
One Crater Rim Drive
Hawai‘i National Park, HI 96718

6 pm -8 pm

Tuesday, December 6, 2011
Na‘alehu Community Center
95-5635 Mamalahoa Hwy
Na‘alehu, HI 96772

6 pm -8 pm

Wednesday, December 7, 2011
Kona Outdoor Circle
76-6280 Kuakini Hwy
Kailua-Kona, HI 96740

6 pm -8 pm

You may provide comments at one of our upcoming
public open house meetings, or:

e Online at http://www.parkplanning.nps.gov/
havo_ecosystem_deis (PREFERRED METHOD); or

¢ By mail to:

Superintendent

Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park

P.O. Box 52

Hawai‘i National Park, HI 96718-0052.

Bulk comments in any format (hard copy or electron-
ic) submitted on behalf of others will not be accepted.
Before including your personal information in your
comment, you should be aware that your entire com-
ment - including your personal identifying infor-
mation — may be publicly available at any time. Alt-
hough you may request in your comment that we with-
hold your personal information from public review, we
cannot guarantee that we will be able to do so.
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ALTERNATIVES

This draft plan/DEIS presents and analyzes the poten-
tial impacts of five alternatives. These alternatives were
developed as a result of project scoping by the public,
other agencies, and the NPS. The alternatives are eval-
uated within the NEPA document for their potential
impacts on the environment and park resources and
values.

Upon conclusion of the decision-making process, one
of the alternatives will become the plan for at least the
next 15 to 20 years for protecting and restoring native
ecosystems by managing non-native ungulates.

Alternative A: No Action (Continue Existing Non-
native Ungulate Management Activities)

e The NPS would continue current non-native ungu-
late management practices, which are informed by
the 1974 resources management plan and subsequent
amendments and other management decisions.

e Management would involve lethal removal of non-
native ungulates coupled with the use of boundary
and internal fences.

e Qualified volunteers would continue to be used to
assist with certain ground shooting activities, and
could be used for other non-native ungulate manage-
ment activities.

¢ Implementation would rely on professional judg-
ment, past experience, and scientific knowledge of
NPS staff, but consistent application of management
tools over time would be uncertain because there
would be no parkwide strategy laid out in a compre-
hensive plan to guide future actions.

Koa forest recovery |
following removal =
of non-native |~ £=

ungulates from the &
park’s Mauna Loa
Strip.

NPS photo
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Alternative B: Comprehensive Management

Plan that Uses Lethal Removal Techniques

e The NPS would continue use of current lethal
removal techniques, similar to alternative A,
within a parkwide comprehensive, systematic
framework for managing non-native ungulates.

¢ Volunteer programs would continue, but modifi-
cations would be required for lethal removal pro-

grams to meet current NPS practices regarding

the removal of meat or other parts of the animals.

Alternative C: Comprehensive Management

Plan that Maximizes Efficiency by Expanding
Lethal Removal Techniques and Discontinuing

the Use of Volunteers

e The NPS would implement a parkwide compre-
hensive, systematic management framework
which expands the use of current lethal removal

techniques to include new species and technolo-

gies (e.g., estrogen implants, cracker shells, use
of snares and traps for species other than pigs).

¢ Volunteer participation in any non-native ungu-
late management practices would be discontin-
ued with the aim of increasing the efficiency of
management actions.

Alternative D: Comprehensive Management

Plan that Maximizes Flexibility of Management

Techniques (NPS Preferred Alternative)

¢ Alternative D would result in a parkwide com-

prehensive, systematic management plan that
would rely primarily on lethal techniques as de-
scribed for alternative C, but non-lethal tech-
niques such as relocation could also be consid-
ered.

grams to meet current NPS practices as de-
scribed for alternative B.

DRAFT PLAN/DEIS?

Volunteer programs would continue, but modifi-
cations would be required for lethal removal pro-

¢ Digital copies are available for download online at
http://www.parkplanning.nps.gov/
havo_ecosystem_deis.

e Hardcopies of the draft plan/DEIS will be available
for viewing at the following locations:

Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park
Kilauea Visitor Center

One Crater Rim Drive

Hawai‘i National Park, HI 96718

North Kohala Public Library
54-3645 Akoni Pule Hwy
Kapa’au, HI 96755

Hilo Public Library
300 Waianuenue Avenue
Hilo, HI 96720

Holualoa Public Library
76-5909 Mamalahoa Hwy
Holualoa, HI 96725

Honoka’a Public Library
45-3380 Mamane StreetBldg #3
Honoka’a, HI 96727

NPS photo NPS photo
Native plant recovery in ‘Ola‘a rainforest sixteen years
following exclusion of non-native feral pigs inside a fenced
unit is pictured at left. Vegetation and soils continue to be
impacted just outside the fenced unit pictured at right.

Kailua-Kona Public Library
75-138 Hualalai Rd.
Kailua-Kona, HI 96740

Kea‘au Public Library
16-571 Kea‘au-Pahoa Road
Kea‘u, HI 96749

Kealakekua Public Library
81-6619 Mamalahoa Hwy
Kealakekua, HI 96750

Laupahoehoe Public Library
35-2065 Old Mamalahoa Hwy
Laupahoehoe, HI 96764

Mountain View Public Library
18-1235 Volcano Hwy
Mountain View, HI 96771

Na‘alehu Public Library
95-5669 Mamalahoa Hwy
Na‘alehu, HI 96772

Pahala Public Library
96-315 Pikake Street
Pahala, HI 96777

Pahoa Public Library
15-3070 Pahoa-Kalapana Road
Pahoa, HI 96778

Thelma Parker Public Library
67-1209 Mamalahoa Hwy
Kamuela, HI 96743-8429

CDs and a limited number of hard copies of the
draft plan/DEIS are available by request. If you
would like a copy, please contact:

Superintendent

Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park
P.O. Box 52

Hawai‘i National Park, HI 96718-0052
Telephone 808-985-6026

NPS photo

Alternative E: Comprehensive Management Plan
that Increases Flexibility of Management
Techniques While Limiting the Use of Volunteers

e The NPS would implement a comprehensive, sys-
tematic management plan that relies primarily on
lethal techniques, but as with alternative D, also con-
siders non-lethal techniques such as relocation.

¢ To provide a full range of alternatives, qualified vol-
unteers would not be used for ground shooting ac-
tivities, but could be used for other non-native ungu-
late management activities.

Actions Common to Alternatives B through E:
¢ A progression of management phases, monitoring,
and considerations for the use of management tools;

¢ A population objective of zero non-native ungulates,
or as low as practicable in managed areas;

o Complete boundary fencing for Kahuku and ‘Ola‘a
rainforest; and

o The potential use of localized internal fencing to
assist in the control of non-native ungulates.

NPS photo

The endangered Ka ‘it silversword in bloom. Highly suscep-
tible to being eaten by non-native ungulates, this individual
survived to maturity inside a fenced exclosure on Mauna
Loa inside the park.

Estimated Schedule for Completion
of the Final Plan/EIS

DATES PLANNING PHASE

Release of Environmental Pro- Public review and
tection Agency Notice of Availa- | comment on draft plan/
bility through January 20, 2012 | DEIS

Analyze public com-

Winter 2011to Spring 2012 ments, prepare final
plan/EIS
Summer 2012 Release final plan/EIS

Issue Record of Deci-
Summer 2012 sion; begin plan imple-
mentation




