Steel Creek Horse Camp Fact Sheet
· Buffalo National River’s (BNR) Enabling Legislation:
 “For the purposes of conserving and interpreting an area containing unique scenic and scientific features, and preserving as a free-flowing stream an important segment of the Buffalo River in Arkansas for the benefit and enjoyment of present and future generations, the Secretary of the Interior may establish and administer the Buffalo National River.”
· As BNR’s recreational horse use expanded through the 1980s and 1990s, a horse camp developed near the Steel Creek canoe launch.  Initially the park tried to manage use in this location by setting aside and signing an area to be used for horse camping.

· About 1996 the camp was moved to its present location to alleviate crowding and resource impacts.  
· In 1999 the current horse camp was improved with fire rings, picnic tables, water to some sites, and hardened pull-in pads.
· This current camp location is outside the 100 year floodplain. 

· The horse camp has 14 sites approximately 30 feet apart on center with 4 freeze proof water hydrants
· Use is limited to six persons and four horses per site with a seven day limit per stay, on a first-come, first-served basis.
· Campers pay ten dollars per day to use a site from April through October.  No fees are charged during the remaining winter months when water is not made available.
· There is a manure trailer on the southeast end of the camp.

· Campers utilize the two existing Steel Creek restroom facilities.
· There are no stalls associated with the camp.  All horses are tied up to posts or picketed.

· The horse camp is located at the bottom of a slope and receives water runoff that mixes with manure. Public health officials have cited these circumstances as potentially creating unhealthy conditions for campers.
· The manure receiving trailer has reduced the potential for runoff into the campsites.

· The camp was developed when the truck and trailer combinations were smaller, and the parking areas were sized accordingly.
· Average annual river use at Steel Creek is 3,324 vessels (canoes, kayaks and rafts).  The heaviest vessel use is in March and April.
· In 2007 the National Park Service initiated the process of evaluating Steel Creek as a cultural landscape.
· Based upon the results of geo-archeological testing, the current horse pasture is not likely to meet National Register standards of significance.

· CITIZEN INPUT AND PARTICIPATION IN SCOPING MEETINGS IS ESSENTIAL TO DEVELOP FUTURE MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES THAT PRESERVE PARK RESOURCES AND ALLOW FOR PUBLIC UTILIZATION OF THE STEEL CREEK HORSE CAMP.  Please consider the issues presented at the public scoping meeting and take time to provide input for the Environmental Assessment by completing the Steel Creek Horse Camp Comment Form.
· Public comments will be used to identify key issues and concerns and to provide input for the Environmental Assessment.
